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Funding and Insurance 

British Carriagedriving provides insurance coverage for officially registered Try Driving Days, consistent 

with all BC-sanctioned events. Full details of the insurance can be found at this link: 

evidence_of_cover_British_carriagedriving_and_affiliated_clubs.pdf 

• If organisers operate under a separate commercial insurance policy, they must verify with their 

insurers in advance whether the event is covered. 

 

Funding is available from British Carriagedriving to support with the running of TryDriving Days as follows:  

First 10 TryDrivers - £30 per Person 

Additional TryDrivers - £20 per Person 

Maximum Funding - £500 per event 

In order to qualify for funding from British Carriagedriving, organisers must comply with the following: 

• A TryDriving Application Form must be completed. This can be obtained from the British 

Carriagedriving Office. 

 

• Organisers must ensure that health and safety standards are adhered to and it is strongly 

suggested that the above information is utilised to ensure a quality experience for all in attendance.   

 

• Organisers must send a short summary of the TryDriving Day as well as a few photographs to 

Media Lead, Callum Dougan, to ensure British Carriagedriving can promote the initiative. This 

summary should include the total number of attendees/potential new drivers or members. 

 

 

Introduction: What is a Try Driving Day? 

 

Try Driving Days are public-facing events designed to introduce the sport of carriage driving to a broader 

audience. These events are open to all — including horse riders and individuals with no previous equestrian 

experience — and are held at various venues across the UK. 

The aim is to provide attendees with a welcoming and engaging introduction to the world of carriage 

driving, combining education with a safe, hands-on experience. Each Try Driving Day typically includes: 

• An introduction to carriage driving, covering the basics of the sport 

• A presentation on carriages and harnesses, including their design and correct use 

• Information on safety procedures and horse welfare, aligned with current best practices 

• A driving taster session, where participants can take the reins under the guidance of an 

experienced coach 

No previous experience is required for participants, making these events ideal for complete beginners. All 

attendees receive a complimentary Zilco goody bag as a welcome gift. 

Organisers are encouraged to ensure events are accessible, informative, and enjoyable, with the aim of 

inspiring new interest in carriage driving and encouraging future involvement at club or national level. 

 

https://www.howdengroup.com/sites/huk.howdenprod.com/files/2024-08/evidence_of_cover_British_carriagedriving_and_affiliated_clubs.pdf
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Key Considerations for Organising a Try Driving Day 

1. Qualified Coaches 

British Carriagedriving (BC) is committed to ensuring participants have a safe and high-quality 

experience. Organisers are strongly encouraged to ensure that the individual delivering the driving 

experience (i.e., seated beside the participant or holding the reins) is a UKCC Level 2, 3, or 4 

coach OR an experienced driver who is competing at Open Level or above. At least one qualified 

coach should be available on the day.  

o If a UKCC-qualified coach is unavailable, alternative coaches with relevant qualifications 

may be used only with prior approval from BC. Please submit their credentials before 

confirming event details. 

o A list of UKCC-accredited coaches is available on the BC website. 

o Experienced helpers, backsteppers, and grooms should also be in attendance. 

 

2. Information Display Board 

Set up a clearly visible display board including: 

o Insurance details 

o Safeguarding policy 

o Contact details of the Safeguarding Officer or responsible person on-site 

o Event risk assessment 

o Names and qualifications of coaches 

o Details of any photographers present 

o  

3. Event Representative 

Assign a dedicated individual to welcome participants, answer questions, and distribute materials. 

 

4. Information and Promotional Materials 

Have leaflets available covering: 

o British Carriagedriving 

o Local driving clubs 

o The Gateway Programme and Indoor Carriage Driving opportunities 

5. Participant Paperwork 

Ensure each participant completes and signs a disclaimer form. This should include: 

o Emergency contact details 

o Relevant medical information 

o Consent for BC to hold contact details for up to six months to share follow-up information 

 

6. Promotion and Advertising 

Promote the event effectively through local media and organisations: 
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o Tack shops, riding clubs, and equestrian centres 

o Local newspapers and social media 

o Volunteer agencies and local councils 

 

7. Safety Equipment 

All individuals on the carriage must wear a hard hat. This must be strictly enforced by organisers on 

the day. 

 

8. Post-Event Reporting 

Within 10 working days, submit a brief event report and photographs to the BC Office, copying in: 

Callum Dougan (callum.dougan@britishcarriagedriving.co.uk 

 

9. Suggested Format for a Try Driving Day 

• Welcome and health & safety briefing 

• Harnessing – demonstration and practice of correct and safe technique 

• Putting to and taking out – safe methods in controlled environments 

• Rein handling – introduction and guided practice 

• Mounting and dismounting the carriage safely 

• Understanding the roles of driver, groom, and backstepper 

• Use and handling of the driving aid/whip 

• Introduction to horse welfare and the concept of social licence 

• A short, supervised drive in a secure area 

• Demonstration of the three phases of competition (Dressage, Marathon/Obstacles, and Cones) 

with live commentary 

 

Suitable Turnouts 

Carefully consider the suitability of each turnout for participant safety and comfort: 

• Use calm, experienced driving ponies or schoolmasters known for their reliability 

• Avoid animals prone to spooking or stress in busy environments 

Common setups include: 

• 4-wheeled carriages with side-by-side bench seating for coach and participant, using a second set of 

reins.  

• 2-wheeled carriages with side-by-side bench seating for coach and participant, using a second set of 

reins 

 

mailto:callum.dougan@britishcarriagedriving.co.uk
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Important safety points 

• A backstepper MUST be on the carriage at all times to assist with balance, equine assistance and 

vehicle control. If the vehicle does not allow for a backstepper, e.g 2 wheel carriage, then the 

experienced coach or driver must be sat beside the participant.  

• It is strongly recommended that each turnout has dual reins so that the coach or experienced 

driver can maintain control at all times. 

• Choose arrangements that best suit your horses, coaches, and venue 

 

Demonstrations 

Offering demonstrations by experienced drivers and turnouts adds real value to the participant experience. 

• Consider showcasing all three competition phases with live commentary 

• These displays help participants see what’s possible and inspire further involvement in the sport 

 

 


