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OFFICIAL NEWS 
Council Meeting
The date for the next meeting of the British 
Carriagedriving Council is Tuesday 11th 
February. Council always welcomes, and 
takes into account, feedback received from 
members, so if there are any matters or 
issues which you would like Council to 
consider, please send an e-mail to the British 
Carriagedriving office no later than Monday 
3rd February to allow time for the papers for 
Council to be prepared and circulated. 

What’s Happening
We want to know what is going on and we need 
you to let us know!

Be sure to tag us in your posts on Facebook 
and Instagram @BritishCarriageDriving and 
don’t forget to hashtag! #BritishCarriageDriving - 
you may even get to feature on our main streams.

Our official Facebook page British Carriage 
Driving is where you can find the latest news, 
event updates, information, photos and more. 
Get connected and give it a like.

Clinics for Officials and Drivers
Booking, for all the 2020 clinics, is available on-
line via the BC website and a booking form was 
sent with paper membership renewal reminders 
in December. Please book through the new 
portal if you can. If you have any problems with 
logging in, please contact the BC office.

Delegates attending the International 
Conference should send their FEI application, 
which can be downloaded from the FEI web-
site, to the BC office. Please do not send forms 
directly to the BEF.

BYD Easter Clinic
British Young Drivers provides training and fun 
for young carriage drivers aged 8-30. The Easter 
Clinic, at the Unicorn Equestrian Centre, Stow on 
the Wold is on 13-15 April 2020. Entry forms are 
available from Sydney Smith - please email her 
sydneysmith@unicornequestriantrust.org.uk.

Tell us about your events
All the latest news from British Carriagedriving – including bidding a fond farewell 
and thank to Jill Holah whilst introducing her replacement, new Pony Chef d’Equipe 
Marisa Pinnock. 

Competence Cards
If you have completed your Competence Card 
last year, please remember to forward it to the 
British Carriagedriving Office. All Novice drivers 
drivers entering National or Regional events 
for the first time will receive 3 free start fee 
vouchers (see below).

2020 Start Fees
Remember that there will be a flat rate of £40, 
irrespective of the turnout, introduced for 2020. 
To offset the additional cost of this to Novice 
drivers, anyone submitting a Competence Card 
will be issued with 3 vouchers for free start 
fees. This will not have an expiry date. If you 
submitted a Competence Card in 2019, you can 
still apply for the free vouchers even if you have 
already entered a National or Regional event.

Regional Driving Advisors
At the suggestion of a member, Council have 
agreed to all be considered as Regional Driving 
Advisors. There is currently a good spread of 
Council members around the country and anyone 
seeking advice will be encouraged to get in touch 
with their nearest Council member. There is a map 
on the website where contact details can easily be 
accessed. Please encourage newcomers to access 
the British Carriagedriving website

New Criteria for Competence Cards 
for Novices
Following a member’s suggestion regarding 
safety, Council agreed to implement the Safety 
Committee’s proposal that a new driver should 
lodge a photocopy of their safety assessment 
form with their entries for the first three events, 
with provision for the form to have an extra 
page which could then be signed off by the 
event organiser confirming the turnout was the 
same as that assessed. 

Quad bikes
Please remember that anyone using a quad bike, or 
similar vehicle, at events is required by law to ensure 

the vehicle is adequately insured if it is taken on a 
public road. This can often be a road crossing or a 
section of the marathon route for Section B. 

INTERNATIONAL
Could you be a Chef d’Equipe?
At their meeting at Kegworth, the International 
Teams Committee agreed to organise a 
seminar for potential Chefs d’Equipe, or anyone 
interested in finding out more about the role.

The date has been fixed as 21st March 2020 
and booking is open on myClubhouse using the 
link on the BC website.

If you are interested, please email Jill Holah 
j@holah.me.uk for more details.

New Pony Chef d’Equipe
Jill Holah has resigned as the Pony Chef d’Equipe 
and will be replaced by Marisa Pinnock. At the 
Conference a presentation was made to Jill in 
recognition of her lengthy commitment to the 
role, which spanned eight World Championship 
cycles, having started in 2005. During her time 
as Chef d’Equipe she has led the team and 
individuals to considerable success with seven 
World Championship medals. It’s a difficult task 
to keep on top of the organisation with so many 
drivers in the team, but Jill’s dedication, support 
and positive attitude enabled her to do this with 

Please watch the BYD Facebook page for 
news and updates and contact Mary Jane 
Campbell 07793908459 or mjcdriving@gmail.
com for more information.

EVENTS 
Rule Clarification for Fours 
Council have agreed to clarify the wording 
of Article 942.1 regarding safety. A number of 
fours have been seen at events exercising with 
only one groom on the turnout. The rule will be 
reworded to make it clear that two grooms are 
expected to accompany fours at all times and 
a fourth person will be required if the spare 
horse is being led.

Event Tickets
If you are an Associate or Supporter member 
of BC, you can enter one National or Regional 
Event “on a ticket”. (This does not apply to 
Novice drivers who can compete all year as 
Associate members). Tickets can be purchased 
through the new on-line portal from the shop. 
This is a great way to stay in touch if you are 
having a quieter season or maybe your work 
commitments only allow you to enter your 
local event. Tickets for Associate members 
are £5 and for Supporter embers, £35. An 
upgrade to Full Membership is required if 
you qualify for and wish to enter the National 
Championships.

Council Chat
From the new event season, Council intend 
to advertise specific times at which they will 
be available to chat to competitors at events. 
Events offer a good chance to meet informally 
but can be awkward for Council if members 
wish to chat while they are walking the cones 
etc. Competitors are asked to respect the fact 
that many Council members also compete 
and to plan to meet (most probably over a 
glass of wine) at the appointed time which will 
vary from event to event, depending on which 
Council members will be in attendance.

ease and will be greatly missed. In this 
role she has earned the respect, not 
only of the British driving community, 
but also on the international stage. 
A presentation was made to Jill on 
behalf of the Pony Team members by 
Rosanna Walters-Symons.

Marisa Pinnock has ridden 
horses in most disciplines 
throughout her life, changing to 
driving horses and competing up 
to FEI3* level. She has run her 
own businesses and managed 
staff for the last 38 years and sat 
on a Regulatory Body Council and 
Committees. 

She has shadowed Jill Holah for the last year 
and admits that she has very large boots to fill! 
Marisa says that she is looking forward to the 
challenges of the next 2 years and promises to 
do her best to support the Ponies representing 
GB, making their journey and experience as 
good as possible.

Congratulations to Dan at Olympia
Building on his recent international success 
and having had a warm up in The Netherlands 
at the Indoor event run by Koos de Ronde, Dan 
Naprous stormed round the Extreme driving 

course at Olympia on Thursday night to finish 
2nd overall and take part in his first ever drive 
off. The crowd was behind him all the way (and 
finishing second to Boyd is almost as good as 
winning!) Dan hopes to amass sufficient World 
Cup points that he can compete on the circuit 
next year rather than just the one event as a 
wild card. All the best Dan; the BC members 
will be cheering you on.
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Dan Naprous at Olympia 

Jill Holah with Rosanna 
Walters-Symons


