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OFFICIAL NEWS 
Council Meeting
The date for the next meeting of the British 
Carriagedriving Council is Tuesday 11th February. 
Council always welcomes, and takes into account, 
feedback received from members, so if there 
are any matters or issues which you would like 
Council to consider, please send an email to 
the British Carriagedriving office no later than 
Monday 3rd February to allow time for the papers 
for Council to be prepared and circulated. 

A.G.M. and Conference
The AGM and Conference took place on 16th 
November in the Yew Lodge Hotel, Kegworth. 
There will be reports in the January issue as 
the deadline for publication falls before the 
Conference takes place.

National Clinic
Please make a note of the date of the National 
Clinic for TDs, CDs and Judges which takes 
place at the Unicorn Trust at Stow on the Wold 
on Saturday 22nd and Sunday 23rd February 
2020. This will be run in conjunction with an 
international clinic. Booking will be available 
on-line in due course and a booking form 
will be sent with your membership renewal 
reminder this month. 
A change has been introduced into the BC Rule 
Book to give more flexibility for officials, who 
miss a clinic year, to be approved by Council 
to remain active on the Officials List. Should 
this be a year that you need to attend, but 
you are unable to do so for any reason, please 
email your request to be considered for a year’s 
extension to the BC office.

How BC is funded and where the 
money goes
If you’re not one of these people who can 
understand accounts, you may sometimes 
wonder about how British Carriagedriving is 
funded and where the money goes. 

Top of the year for Roger
This month we look ahead to plans for the coming year including, encouraging 
drivers to take part in Evolution classes, tightening up on unreasonable competitor 
behaviour and celebrating the success of Roger Campbell.

the event may be able to return in future years. 
The first selection event for Horse Pairs will now 
take place at Sandringham from 26th-28th June. 

Are Evolution Classes for you?
Evolution classes are aimed at drivers who 
have not yet taken the step up to National 
Novice events. They are scheduled to run 
alongside existing Regional and National 
events and some clubs have also applied 
to run them. Check out the various dates 
on offer, either in your BC Yearbook or on 
the British Carriagedriving calendar on the 
website www.britishcarriagedriving.co.uk . 
You will be required to show the basic training 
of your horse/pony in a short dressage test 
then complete some cones. After that you will 
have the chance to drive 2 obstacles twice 
each. There’s a HarnessStuff Driver of the Year 
points table for this class and you also qualify 
to compete at the National Championships. 
Recent Facebook posts suggested that many 
drivers who thought these classes were a good 
fit for their turnouts did not know these classes 
existed. If you see posts on Facebook about 
these classes, please share and spread the word 
and your clubs to make sure all their members 
know about them too. The rules for entering are 
on the BC website. Click on the BC Rule Book 
and look in Annex 18.

Social Licence and Equine Welfare
All drivers, and drivers of small ponies in 
particular, are asked to carefully consider the 
welfare of their animals and the weight they 
are being asked to pull. This is being raised at 
the Judges Conference where an acceptable 
weight ratio of horse/pony to load will be 
discussed. The RDA allows a horse or pony to 
pull its own weight on rough ground and one 
and a half times its own weight on tarmac. It 
is appreciated that these are leisure animals 
but that includes the driver, groom, carriage 
and harness. There are numerous other factors 
to take into account with competition ponies 

who are generally fitter. At present there is 
insufficient research to allow guidelines to be 
drawn up but British Carriagedriving ask all 
drivers to honestly appraise the loads they are 
asking their equines to pull. 

With the advent of social media, Social 
Licence is becoming more and more 
important. This is the public perception 
of equestrian sport and is affecting many 
areas of equestrianism; there have been 
demonstrations recently at international 
jumping events.

In 2017, Roly Owers MRCVS and Chief 
Executive of World Horse Welfare, gave a 
presentation to the 2017 FEI General Assembly 
titled, “Equestrian sport and the concept of a 
social license”.

So, what is a social license? In his 
presentation, Roly Owers suggests it’s an, 
“Unwritten, non-legally binding contract” 
where “Society ‘gives’ [equestrianism the] right 
to operate [and] about building trust that we 
behave ethically”. He continued to say, “We 
ALL have responsibility to cultivate social 
licence” and referred to the FEI’s Welfare Code 
of Conduct which opens by saying, “All those 
involved in international equestrian sport 
must adhere to the FEI Code of Conduct … 
and acknowledge and accept that at all times 
the welfare of the horse must be paramount … 
and never be subordinated to competitive or 
commercial influences.”

He concluded by noting the need to, 
“highlight uniqueness of horse-human 
partnership in sport [and] demonstrate our 
respect for horses.”

In a report in “Horse and Hound” in 2018, Roly 
Owers reinforced the importance of this issue 
saying, “the key message is that no equestrian 
sport or activity is without risks, so all horse 
sports need a “social licence” to operate, with 
transparency, accountability and “adherence to 
the ethics of wider society at its heart””.

Certainly food for thought.
Sources: https://inside.fei.org/system/

files/GA17_World_Horse_Welfare_PPT.pdf 
and  https://www.horseandhound.co.uk/
news/must-let-horses-horses-charitys-welfare-
warning-669642 : accessed 19/10/19.

INTERNATIONAL
Top Driver Award
Congratulations to British driver Roger Campbell, 
who has won the FEI’s Top Driver Award for Pony 
Fours in 2019. He had finished near the top every 
year since he started driving a Pony Four, but this 
was the first time he had finished at the top of the 
table on a total of 32 points.

BC has two main sources of income: 
subscriptions and start fees. Start fees are 
designed so that the “user pays” so the 
more events you attend, the greater your 
contribution. 

On the other side of the equation, costs to 
BC include some fixed overheads (running 
the office and equipment) and a great deal of 
time is spent on preparation of schedules and 
the Yearbook. Events are supported through 
the supply of paperwork such as dressage 
sheets, competitor numbers and green cards 
as well as information and support. BC also 
provide timing clocks (and their maintenance), 
tabards, cones and a dressage arena. The role of 
Executive Officer is a full time position and start 
fees contribute part of the cost of running BC 
and training officials, without which we would 
not have a sport to enjoy.

Disciplinary Action
Council is concerned that there has been an 
increase in the number of reported incidents of 
unsportsmanlike behaviour. Regrettably this has 
led to a Disciplinary Committee being convened 
under under Annex 13 7.1. Following a detailed 
investigation, the Disciplinary Committee has 
suspended two unnamed members from taking 
part in any affiliated event to which the British 
Carriagedriving rules apply for three months, 
and further has suspended the two members 
for six months from membership of British 
Carriagedriving, as the members concerned 
were found to have contravened the Rules of 
Conduct set out in annex 13.2. The suspensions 
began on 1st November 2019. Council reminds 
all members of the need to behave in a proper 
sportsmanlike manner at all times.

EVENTS
Horse Pairs Selection Event Change
Countryman Fairs have ceased trading, so we 
have very sadly lost Lowther from the 2020 
event calendar. The organisers are leaving the 
obstacles in place at present in the hope that 

He beat Marijke Hammink of the 
Netherlands into second by 3 points and Steffen 
Brauchle (GER), Caroline Pariat (FRA) and 
Tinne Bax (BEL) into 3rd equal on 20 points.

Roger is a fabricator / welder and lives and 
works in Germany, which makes attending 
international events that little bit easier.

In the Top Driver Awards, athletes may 
compete in all competitions but only their 
4 best results from FEI CAI3*, CAIO4* and 
Championship Events count for the overall 
classification. Points are awarded to drivers 
based upon their final classification at the event, 
linked to the number of drivers taking part.

Roger started the season with wins 
at Royal Windsor and Altenfelden and 
finished with 4th place individually and 
5th in the team competition at the World 
Championships in Aszár Kisber.

One of Roger’s main strengths is his ability to 
drive clear rounds in cones, which has seen him 
move up the order on more than one occasion. 
He shares some of his strategies in an article in 
the 2020 British Carriagedriving Yearbook.

GENERAL
Olympia Show Offer
The event organisers of The London 
International Horse Show at Olympia have 
offered British Carriagedriving members a 
substantial discount of 30% on tickets for 
Thursday afternoon (inc. extreme driving) and 
Thursday evening performances and Friday 
afternoon (World Cup first round) and Friday 
evening performances. The code to use is BCD.

The show dates are 16th-22nd December 
2019, with the final of the FEI World CupTM 
Driving Leg on Saturday night.

The organisers are happy for you to 
book tickets on behalf of friends and family. 
Book your tickets now through the Olympia 
website which can be easily accessed from 
the link at the top of the BC website or by 
calling the box office 0871 230 5580 and 
quoting the code above.
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