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OFFICIAL NEWS 
Council Meeting
The date for the next meeting of the British 
Carriagedriving Council will be decided after 
the new Council is confirmed at the Conference. 
Council always welcomes, and takes into 
account, feedback received from members, so if 
there are any matters or issues which you would 
like Council to consider, please send an email to 
the British Carriagedriving office. 

A.G.M. and Conference
The AGM and Conference take place on 16th 
November in the Yew Lodge Hotel, Kegworth. There 
is a discounted B&B rate of £60 for anyone wishing 
to stay over; just tell the staff at reception when 
booking that you are attending the BC function.

The formal notice of the A.G.M. has been sent 
to members by email or, if no email address is kept 
on file for you, by post. No election will take place 
this year as the number of newly proposed Council 
members does not exceed the number of vacancies.

After the AGM there will be a short introduction 
to the new on-line database. This is the system 
through which members will join from 2020 
onwards and which will also offer a platform to 
enter events. If you experience any difficulties when 
using the system, please contact the BC office. The 
link will be added to the website in due course. The 
Open Forum follows and members are asked to 
send questions for Council in advance so that a full 
and considered response can be given.

2018 Annual Accounts
Copies of the 2018 Annual Accounts will be 
available at the Conference. Should you wish a copy 
before the Conference, please contact the BC Office.

Worshipful Company of Saddlers 
Young and Para Driver training grants
In 2019, the Worshipful Company of Saddlers chose 
to replace the prize headcollars with training grants 
which would be awarded to Young and Para drivers 
who completed at least 3 National or Regional 
events that year. Congratulations to the winners: 

Looking ahead to 2020
The latest information on events and classes planned for next season and a 
reminder to get your thoughts and feedback in ahead of the AGM and BC 
Conference, which takes place this month.

to revert to Open and Advanced Pairs in 2020 with 
the tests and cone times which applied in 2018.

New Novice Dressage Test
At present, James Rooney is working on a new 
Novice dressage test, BC Novice 2020, which 
will be unveiled at the National clinic at The 
Unicorn Trust in February. This should allow 
ample time to learn and practice the new test 
before the first event of the season.

Evolution and New Class Proposal
Recently, on Facebook, there were many 
comments which resulted in a proposal to 
introduce a lower level of event and rename the 
National and Regional events with a star system. 
The comments ranged over numerous other 
topics, but it was interesting to note how many 
people who commented enthusiastically were not 
actually BC members and how many were already 
confusing the star idea with the FEI nomenclature. 

One thing that was clear from the comments 
was that many people felt that the proposal for 
a one star event was very similar to the existing 
Evolution class and that there were many drivers 
who felt Evolution would be a good fit for their 
level of experience and turnout but did not know 
that these classes existed. Rather than implement 
more changes, Council felt it would be worthwhile 
to continue with Evolution classes and make a 
real effort to get the information out to the target 
audience to see if numbers can be boosted next 
year. Please spread the word as widely as possible.

There is a very detailed driving calendar on the 
BC website ( front page link) and any club can add 
their events to this. Again, many non-members do 
not know this calendar exists so please spread the 
word that it’s on the BC website for all to access.

Council also felt that distance is a significant 
factor when starting out and many drivers will 
attend local events but are not prepared to travel 
very far. For this reason, it was agreed that the 
lower level events and short format events were 
best suited to clubs who are already offering 
these options.

Event feedback form
As the season is now finished, please take a few 
moments to fill in the on-line event survey form for 
the events you attended this year. This information 
is of great benefit to the organisers who are always 
looking for ways to improve their events and offer 
what competitors want. While they are happy to 
receive idea for improvement, please don’t forget 
to let them know what you liked about the event 
too. It can be a thankless task organising events 
and without these dedicated people, there would 
be no events to enjoy.

INTERNATIONAL
GBR Teams
Many congratulations to everyone who has 
represented Britain at World or European 
Championships in 2019. British Carriagedriving 
is proud to be able to send teams to so many 
international championships and are hugely 
appreciative of the commitment of the drivers 
who are self-funded since British Carriagedriving 
does not receive any funding for international 
endeavours as a non-Olympic discipline.

Selection Events for 2020
When choosing selection events, Council take 
many factors into account while conscious of 
the need to support our National events. The 
Chefs d’Equipe are invited to contribute their 
views with the intention of avoiding clashes 
with international events which would be of 
particular benefit for their respective classes 
to attend. With all the factors having been 
carefully considered, the following selection 
events have been confirmed for 2020: 
Combined Ponies: Bywell
Horse Singles: Hopetoun, Sandringham and Bywell 
Horse Pairs: Lowther
Horse Fours: Ashfields, Cricklands and 
Sandringham 

GENERAL
Olympia Show Offer
The event organisers of The London International 
Horse Show at Olympia have offered British 
Carriagedriving members a substantial discount 
of 30% on tickets for Thursday afternoon 
(inc. extreme driving) and Thursday evening 
performances and Friday afternoon (World 
Cup TM first round) and Friday evening 
performances. The code to use is BCD.

The show dates are 16-22 December 2019, 
with the final of the FEI World CupTM Driving 
Leg on Saturday night.

The organisers are happy for you to book 
tickets on behalf of friends and family. Book 
your tickets now through the Olympia website 

Harvey Clegram-Brown, Colette Holdsworth, Jack 
Ralph, Kris Rohrssen, Daniel Stafford, Mick Ward, 
Isobel Wesbroom-Warr and Jamie Williams. The 
format of the prizes is not yet known for 2020.

EVENTS
Important New Vaccination Rule
Council have been monitoring the situation 
regarding the ‘flu outbreak closely and taking advice 
from vets and the BEF. It has been decided that 
from first January 2020 the BC Rule Book will adopt 
the FEI vaccination rules.

A primary course of two injections not less than 
21 days or more than 92 days apart is required and 
the first booster must be given 5 - 7 months (not 
less than 150 days and not more than 215 days) 
after the second injection of the primary course. 
Thereafter, annual boosters are to be given not more 
than 12 months apart with the most recent booster 
within 6 months of the competition.

In real terms this means that annual 
vaccinations are still acceptable in many cases. For 
example if you only compete outdoors if you time 
your booster for April you should be covered until 
the end of the outdoor season . It may be necessary 
to administer an additional booster to get the 
timing right if your annual booster is due in the 
next 6 months or vaccinate earlier than usual if you 
normally vaccinate during the summer months.

Tetanus has not been added to the vaccination 
requirements although it is strongly recommended 
that you vaccinate for this devastating disease.

Please speak to your vet if you have any 
queries about your horse’s vaccination record and 
remember to pay attention to the requirements 
of any venues you attend who may have different 
stipulations and may, in particular, require 6 
monthly vaccinations which is not the same as the 
“within 6 month” rule.

Pairs Classes 
Following the trial of combining the pairs classes 
in response to the members’ Class Structure 
Survey carried out in 2018, the feedback received 
was not positive. Council have therefore decided 

which can be easily accessed from the link at 
the top of the BC website or by calling the box 
office 0871 230 5580 and quoting the code.
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Team GB at Drebkau

Lindsay Falloon at Drebkau

Team GB at Kisber  


