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Success home and away
The latest news from British Carriagedriving – including outstanding success at Royal
Windsor Horse Show with Roger Campbell ending an almost twenty year drought,
last call for Sandringham entries and the search for a new treasurer continues.

OFFICIAL NEWS
Council Meeting

The next meeting of the British Carriagedriving
Council takes place on Wednesday 19th June
2019. Council always welcomes, and takes into
account, feedback received from members, so if
there are any matters or issues which you would
like Council to consider, please send an email to
the British Carriagedriving office. The deadline
for submitting matters to be considered at the
June meeting will be Tuesday 11th June.

Could you take on the role of BC
Treasurer?
We are repeating the appeal for a volunteer to
replace Ben Freer as British Carriagedriving
Treasurer. If you have a financial background
and the ability to budget the company’s
finances, the Council would love to hear from
you. It is a requirement that the Treasurer is a
member of Council so this would be a coopted position to start with. Please send initial
expressions of interest or any queries to the BC
office. In the meantime, we are very grateful to
David Titmuss, who was Treasurer for many
years, and has stepped back in temporarily to
ensure our 2018 accounts are prepared in good
time for the auditors.

EVENTS

Sandringham
Closing date for entries: Monday 10th June
Sandringham runs from 27th-30th June
and the Advanced classes for British
Carriagedriving are run as FEI 2* international
classes. The marathon course runs over tracks,
parkland and farmland on the Sandringham
estate with a three section marathon and 8
obstacles including two with water, which
are set in a line, adjacent to the main arena
in the showground. Club classes will drive six
obstacles (one with water).
If you are entering the FEI classes, you
do not need to have FEI passports for your
horse / pony. As this is a home FEI 2* event,
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FEI registration is all that is required for the
driver and horses. Please contact the BC office
for details of how this should be done. Horses
and ponies still have to comply with the FEI
regulations on ‘flu vaccinations.
Sandringham is the final selection event
for the Pony World Championships ( for
Singles, Pairs and Fours),the Horse Pairs World
Championships and the European Horse Fours
Championships which all take place later this
year, so it will be a tense event for those in
contention for team or individual selection.
In addition to the driving trials, Sandringham
also hosts an Attelage competition where
the main arena sees the first phase which is
presentation on Saturday afternoon with the
drive (incorporating a number of difficulties)
and the cones phase taking place on Sunday.
This is an excellent opportunity to admire a
wide range of traditional driving turnouts.
Following on from the success of last year’s
event, Sandringham also hosts a coaching club
meet and drive out. This takes place on Friday
28th June, and is a wonderful sight when the
coaches rumble past with horns blowing. One
of the highlights in 2018 was when the coaches
passed through the heart of the Queen’s estate
and through the ornate Norwich Gates.
Sandringham offers a great driving
experience over the whole weekend.

Start Fee Consultation
Have you responded to the start fee
consultation? Many thanks if you have taken
the time and trouble to do so. If you have not
yet shared your views on this proposal, there’s
still time to do so as the deadline is Monday
10th June. Please have your say as Council wish
the views of as many members as possible.
At the Event Organisers Meeting in 2018,
it was agreed to send a proposal to Council
that a flat rate start fee should be payable by
all competitors irrespective of class. Council
considered this proposal at their last meeting
and, before any firm decision is taken, wish

to canvas members’ views. If a flat rate was
introduced it would be around £45 / competitor
which it is estimated would generate around
the same total of start fees received by BC
annually. If agreed, this would be implemented
from 2020. An email has been sent to all
members. If you have not received this, you are
invited to respond to the proposal above by
email to the BC office.

FEI Warning regarding Synephrine
The FEI would like to warn the equestrian
community regarding synephrine, a substance
listed as a Banned Substance on the Equine
Prohibited Substances List.
A high number of samples taken from
horses under the Equine Anti-Doping and
Controlled Medication Programme have
tested positive for the substance. Although
investigations into the sources of the positive
cases are still on-going, the FEI would like to
warn stakeholders of synephrine which may be
found in the horse’s environment and advise
on measures that can be taken to prevent a
positive finding.
Synephrine is a stimulant which can cause
vasoconstriction, an increased heart rate and is
used as a weight loss aid. In certain parts of the
world, synephrine can be found in plants such as
common rush (Juncus usitatus), Mullumbimby
couch (Cyperus brevifolus) and the leaves of
citrus trees (e.g. mandarin, orange and lemon).
Synephrine has also been detected in Teff grass
hay in some countries. It can also be found as an
ingredient of herbal and nutritional supplements,
and commonly found in the peel extract of bitter
orange (also known as Seville orange) which is
used as a flavouring agent.
Measures that can be taken to prevent
positive findings include using reputable
suppliers of hay, feed and supplements,
checking the horse’s environment for plants
containing synephrine, and ensuring that
any personnel taking supplements or other
products containing synephrine wash
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their hands thoroughly after coming into
contact with the substance. Additionally, it
is recommended that samples are kept of
batches of hay, feed and supplements given
to competition horses to enable a thorough
investigation to take place should the horse
test positive for synephrine.
Further information concerning
contamination prevention can be found
at https://inside.fei.org/fei/cleansport/
horses/contamination-prevention . British
Carriagedriving publishes information in the
Yearbook (pages 12-14 in the 2019 edition)
which is supplied by the British Equestrian
Federation and further information can be
found at: www.bef.co.uk/National-Equine-AntiDoping-Controlled-Medication .
The FEI urges stakeholders to be vigilant of
possible sources of synephrine in the horse’s
environment and implement management
practices to prevent contamination or
inadvertent ingestion of the substance.
You are advised to look at the BEF website,
read the Athlete’s Guide and download a copy
of the current Equine Prohibited Substances
List. You must make sure that your vet, grooms

and other support personnel become familiar
with what is not allowed under BEFAR.

INTERNATIONAL

British victory at Royal Windsor
Horse Show
Roger Campbell travelled from his base in
Germany to represent Great Britain at the
Royal Windsor International Horse Show.
Drawn 4th to start of seven Pony Fours, Roger
performed a solid test to finish 4th on a score
of 59.37, 13.12 points behind the overnight
leader, Jan de Boer of the Netherlands. Roger
is well known as a marathon specialist but
a second place finish allowed Jan de Boer to
slightly extend his lead to just over 17 penalties
from Roger who remained in 4th after the first
two competitions. In a nail biting final cones
phase, Roger kept his nerve and drove an
accomplished double clear, the only one in the
class to do so. This put pressure on the leaders
and Roger crept up the score board with his
team of grey ponies. However, it’s a three phase
event and this proved critical when Jan de Boer
had an uncharacteristic cones round to drop
to third, giving Roger a fantastic victory in the

FEI 3* event. Roger is the first driver to win the
Pony Four title at this event since Georgina
Frith (now Hunt) won back in 2000.
For a full show report of all the classes see
pages 36-37.

Brits Abroad
British drivers have been competing in
increasing numbers at international events in
Europe. Robert Buck and Chris Ainscough had
a successful foray to the FEI 3* event at Lisieux
in France, where they finished fourth and fifth
respectively in a strong class of twenty four
single pony competitors. At the FEI 3* event
in Kronenberg, Karen Scott-Barrett performed
consistently in the single horse class to finish
eleventh of twenty four starters. In the FEI 2*
event at the start of the season at Exloo, Joseph
Adams’s fast marathon with his pony pair
moved him up seven places and Robert Buck
finished tenth of the single ponies in a class of
twenty five starters.
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RWHS Presentation: Roger Campbell meets the Queen

Wilf Bowman-Ripley
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