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British Carriagedriving 
OFFICIAL NEWS 
Council Meeting
The next meeting of the British Carriagedriving 
Council takes place early in February 2019 
with the date still to be confirmed. Council 
always welcomes, and takes into account, 
feedback received from members, so if there 
are any matters or issues which you would 
like Council to consider, please send an 
email to the British Carriagedriving office. 
The deadline for submitting matters to be 
considered at the February meeting will be 
around the end of January.

New Class Representatives
Many thanks to Sue Skeggs and Rupert 
Barnard for their time and effort over the 
years as they have stepped down as Class 
Representatives for Pony Fours and Pony 
Tandems respectively. We are delighted to 
announce that Sara Howe takes on this role 
for the Pony Fours and David Taylor will now 
represent both Pony and Horse Tandems. 
Their contact details are on the British 
Carriagedriving website.

Class Communication
Following the recent consultation with class 
members by the Class Representatives, it is 
clear that many do not have a current list of 
contact details. Your Class Representatives’ 
contact details are on the BC website, so 
please get in touch with them to ensure you 
are included in future consultations.

A.G.M. and Conference
The A.G.M. was mostly a formality with the 
day’s official business conducted swiftly.

The Chairman then introduced the Chef 
d’Equipe, Minta Winn, who gave a talk 
on the Single Horse team’s progress and 
development, culminating in the World 
Championships. This was followed by a 
presentation from Rachel Belliere-Wilson, as 
one of her final duties as Para-driving Chef 
d’Equipe, who recapped on the amazing result 
from a team featuring many novice drivers 
and horses, who achieved a bronze medal 
at this year’s World Championships. Rachel 
is retiring after many years in this role. Rod 
Holdsworth then delivered a very different 
and highly entertaining review of the Young 
Drivers’ European Championships. 

Presentations were then made to Colette 
Holdsworth, who won the Gold Medal in 
the Junior age category at the FEI European 
Championships, as the most promising 
Young Driver and Sara Howe received the 
Chairman’s Award for her contribution to the 
Young Drivers and Para-driving teams.

The meeting then returned to more serious 
business and the Treasurer, Ben Freer, noted 
the membership, start fees and affiliation fees 
for 2019. Supporting and Associate rates are 
unaltered. There will be a small increase of 
£5 raising a Full membership to £175 and an 
International membership to £230. Start fees 
will increase by £1 for Novices, Para-driving, 
Singles, and Pairs and Tandems to £30, £40 
and £50 respectively. The cost of start fees for 

Fours remains at £60. Affiliation fees increase 
from £21 / member to £22 /member with a 
discount of £11 for any members who are 
also members of British Carriagedriving. 
The minimum affiliation fee for smaller clubs 
will rise from £475 to £490. The Treasurer 
stressed that any increases were below the rate 
of inflation as he was happy with the current 
level of reserves.

A copy of the Conference Pack with 
notes from the associated meetings will be 
circulated in due course to all members 
by email. If you do not receive this, please 
contact the office to ensure you have given 
permission to be contacted by email and that 
your address is up to date in the database.

End of Season Ball
After an absence of six years the BC End of 
Season Ball returned to the calendar and what 
a huge success it was. Brilliantly organised by 
the Pony Team, the tables were adorned with 
GB glitter and photos of GB Championship 
Ponies. Drinks and canapes were followed by 
a lovely two course dinner, accompanied by 
wine and a saxophonist.

Presentations were made to the Team of 
The Year, overwhelmingly won by the Para 
Driving Team, the Coach of the Year with 
Sara Howe being the well deserved winner 
and the Personality of the Year was won by 
James Broome. Amy Mundell had created a 
video showing highlights of the season which 
everyone loved. You can see it on Facebook if 
you missed it at the dance.
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The Heads & Tails game doesn’t take long 
but gets everyone involved so expect it to 
reappear throughout 2019. It caused much 
hilarity and Paul Chambers very generously 
donated a Pic-ha Pad to the winner, on 
this occasion Libby Priest. The dance floor 
was crowded from the first tune (the band 
was great) but this venue also has space for 
conversation; a great bonus.

It was a brilliant night and hopefully 
more people will attend next year. Well done 
Rosanna and your team. 

EVENTS 
Bywell to Host Para Driving 
National Championships 
in 2019
Patti Atkinson, the organiser of the Bywell 
Regional event this year, has already made 
substantial progress towards upgrading the 
event to host the National Championships 
in 2019. Patti is delighted to announce that 
the Para Driving National Championships 
will now also take place at Bywell. She said, 
“This is a great opportunity to gain massive 
exposure for our inclusive sport and I hope 
to be working with the PR Company that 
promoted this year’s championships to ensure 
we attract as many spectators as possible to 
watch the action.”  

Strategic Review of 
Competitions and Class 
Structure
Following the long discussion at the 
September Council meeting (published with 
the September meeting minutes on the BC 
website), Council undertook a consultation 

with many of the classes through their class 
representatives. The feedback was considered 
at their recent meeting and the following will 
be adopted into the Rule Book for 2019.
• there will be a one year trial with the two 

horse pairs classes amalgamated. This will 
also be done for the two pony pairs classes. 
The combined classes will have the option 
to state on their entry form which dressage 
test they wish to drive and the cones will 
be driven at the speed currently allocated 
for the Advanced Class by all drivers. 
There will be one class for the Fenix Driver 
of the Year points league and the National 
Championships.

• the cone speeds for Intermediate horses 
and ponies will be increased from 230 m/
min to 235 m/min and the Open horse and 
pony speeds increased from 240 m/min to 
245 m/min. This is to enable a merge of the 
Open and Advanced Single classes to be 
an option in 2019 without too high a jump 
in cone speeds. The decision whether or 
not to progress with a combined class for 
Single Horses and Ponies will depend on 
the outcome of the trial in 2019 with the 
pairs classes.

• at all National and Regional events, 
novice drivers complete 6 obstacles 
and intermediate drivers complete 7 
obstacles (open and above drive 8 where 
the course allows). 

• only the top 3 finishers, or the top 50% 
(whichever is fewer) in the novice and 
intermediate classes at the National 
Championships will be required to move 
up a level. This will take immediate effect 
and be implemented this year (2018 
National Championships). The rule book 
still allows drivers to move up voluntarily 
should they satisfy the relevant criteria.

Daniel Naprous leads all the 
way to Olympia
Daniel Naprous retained his winning form to 
take the wild card for entry to Olympia, The 
London International Horse Show.

The year’s British Masters series was one 
of the most competitive to date. The three 
drivers, Daniel Naprous, Dick Lane and James 
Broome, all took part in the two qualifying 
legs and then the final at the Bury Farm 
Equestrian Village’s Annual Gala Night.

The two qualifying legs of the series 
were both held at Merrist Wood on 21st 
October. The new British Masters rules, which 
approximates to the FEI rulebook, dictates 
that a gate from one obstacle and 1 or 2 cones 
are removed for the second round. This was 
the first time that any of the British drivers 
had done this, and it certainly added another 
dimension. Andrew Simmons’ course at the 
two legs introduced a speed box in the middle 
of the arena, and it was this element that was 
dropped for the second round, making life 
easier for the drivers.

The course at the final, also designed 
by Andrew, was far more complicated. The 
removal of cones 5 and 8 and also gate E in 
the second obstacle completely changed the 
route of a large part of the course. It meant 
that the drivers were really scratching their 
heads whilst walking the course as they had 
two routes to remember. Anyone that has ever 
driven two turnouts at the same event will 
know exactly how this feels!

The results at both of the qualifying legs 
and the final were identical. Daniel Naprous 
1st, Dick Lane 2nd and James Broome 3rd. 
This means that, once again, Daniel will be 
representing Great Britain in the Indoor 
Driving World Cup at the 2018 Olympia, the 
London International Horse Show.

If you want to suppport Dan, British 
Carriagedriving members a substantial 
discount of 30% on tickets for Thursday 
afternoon and evening, Friday afternoon and 
Sunday evening (not including the top price 
tickets). The code to use is BCOLYMPIA18. 
Book your tickets now through the Olympia 
website or by calling the box office 0871 230 
5580 and quoting the code above.

The Annual General Meeting The Para Team receiving Team of the Year Award & Libby Priest with Paul Chambers


