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British Carriagedriving 
OFFICIAL NEWS 
Council Meeting
The next meeting of the British 
Carriagedriving Council takes place on 
9 November. Council always welcomes, 
and takes into account feedback received 
from members, so if there are any matters 
or issues which you would like Council to 
consider, please send an e-mail to the British 
Carriagedriving office. The deadline for 
submitting matters to be considered at the 
November meeting is Friday 1 November.

2019 Training Clinics
National and Club Training Clinics 
will be organised in 2019 by British 
Carriagedriving. Further details of cost and 
a booking form will be sent to all members 
with the December Newsletter and available 
on the website once details have been 
confirmed. By rotation, in 2019, club clinics 
will be organised for Technical Delegates. 

The National event runs in conjunction 
with the FEI training at Stow on the Wold 
on the weekend of 23/24 February. The 
Course Directors are: Judges – Andrew 
Counsell (GBR), Technical Delegates - 
Philip Bateman (GBR), Course Designers 
- Wolfgang Asendorf (GER) and Stewards - 
Jan Devaere (BEL). 

A.G.M. and Conference
If you have any questions you wish 
addressed by Council at the Conference, 
please submit these to the BC office at least 
one week in advance to ensure a considered 
response can be provided on the day. 
There will be a report from the A.G.M. 
and Conference in the December issue of 
Carriage Driving

The programme for the day will be:
10.00-11.00  International Meeting – 

chaired by Philip Bateman
11.00-11.30 Coffee
11.30-12.30  Affiliated Clubs’ Meeting – 

chaired by Chris Smith
12.30-14.00 Lunch
14.00 AGM
14.15  GB at the Championships: 

A report from each of our 
teams who have competed at 
Championships in 2018.

15.00 Members’ Conference
16.00 Approximate finish

2017 Annual Accounts
Copies of the 2017 Annual Accounts will 
be available at the Conference. Should you 
wish a copy before the Conference, please 
contact the BC Office.

End of Season Ball
After an absence of six years, the British 
Carriagedriving End of Season Ball returns 
this autumn! At a stunning new central venue, 
the Ball will follow the 2018 BC AGM and 
Conference on Saturday 10 November 2018, at 
the Manor Hotel in Meriden, Solihull, CV7 7NH.

The night will include a canapé drinks 
reception, 2 course dinner, live music, prizes, 
awards and some special features to be 
revealed on the night! 

This is your chance to recognise and 
celebrate the people who made a difference in 
2018. Nominations are invited for:
• Personality of the Year
• Team of the Year
• Coach of the Year

A specially selected panel will decide the 
winners based on your nominations and the 
awards will be presented on the night.

The organisers are going to great lengths to 
ensure that it’s going to be a fantastic evening 
to showcase the sporting year and end the 
season on a high! The Ball is for all drivers, 
backsteppers, grooms, stewards, officials, 
sponsors, owners and supporters. Tickets 
are now available to order via the link on the 
British Carriagedriving website.

EVENTS 
Competence Cards for 
National Novice
If you are a club level driver at present, and 
wish to make the move up to compete in 
Novice classes at a club’s Novice Qualifying 
Event, Regional event or National Event, or 
any of the classes for multiples, remember you 
need to submit a signed Competence Card, 
with the results from the 3 events at which 
your card was signed, to the BC Office. If 
you are contesting the Indoor Finals at Open 
level, you may use this as one of the events on 
your Competence Card. Now that the season 
has finished, it would be a good time to send 
completed cards in so that you’re on the list 
of qualified drivers when you wish to upgrade 
next year. 

2018 British Masters 
The 2018 British Masters sees three Four-
In-Hand drivers battling for the prestigious 
Wildcard entry to the Indoor World 
Cup Driving at Olympia, The London 
International Horse Show.

This year, the series will be run in a slightly 
different format. The first two “legs” of the 

The contenders for Olympia:  
Daniel Naprous (previous page) 
Top: James Broome
Below: Dick Lane

series will be held at Merrist Wood on Sunday, 
21 October. There will be three rounds, 
around the course designed by Andrew 
Simmons. The first round is simply a warm 
up round. Round 2 counts as the first leg of 
the series. The course will then be shortened 
by removing one obstacle gate and up to two 
cones. The third shorter round will then be 
scored completed separately, with the results 
counting as the second leg of the British 
Masters Series.

The final will be held on Saturday, 3 
November at Bury Farm Equestrian Village’s 
annual Gala Night. Here, running alongside 
a top level showjumping event, the final kicks 
off the evening’s entertainment, which will 
usually include Shetland Pony Grand National 
racing, as well lecture demonstrations from 
showjumping and dressage riders.

The final will be run over two rounds, with 
no warm up round. The second round will 
be shortened in a similar way to the Second 
Leg, so the drivers will have to work out both 
the longer and shorter routes when they walk 
the course in front of the capacity crowd. The 
scores from the two rounds will be combined 
to find the winner. Andrew Counsell has once 
again kindly agreed to be President of the Jury 
for the final.

The three drivers:
Daniel Naprous
Daniel drives a specialised team of grey Dutch 
horses for indoor competitions. Several of the 
horses in Daniel’s team last year had “earned 

their keep” working on the Game of Thrones 
set and only had a few days to switch from 
being a member of the Dothraki herd to being 
a member of Daniel’s indoor team! 

Having won the British Masters series for 
the past 5 years, Daniel is likely to be favourite 
to win this year.

Dick Lane
Dick has been driving some new Lipizzaner 
horses this year, all of which are sourced 
from the Lipica Stud in Slovenia. This stud 
was where the 2017 Horse Pairs World 
Championships were held.

Dick is a Council Member and also a very 
active member of the Brockham Harness Club 
and Windsor Park Equestrian Club. Dick 
organises and commentates at all the indoor 
driving events at Merrist Wood and is also 
on the organising committee for Goodwood 
Regional.

Having been extremely close to Daniel for 
the past few years, Dick is hoping that this 
will be his year to win the ticket to compete 
at Olympia, The London International Horse 
Show.

James Broome
This is James’ first outdoor season in the 
Horse Four-In-Hand class and which puts 
him very comfortably into the position of The 
Outsider. James did take part in the British 
Masters series last year so will be hoping to 
build on this and keep the pressure on the two 
more experienced drivers.

The British Masters is run purely by 
volunteers, but special thanks must go to Indoor 
Carriage Driving UK for their continued 
support and kindness in not only loaning us all 
the indoor obstacles, but also for transporting 
and building this equipment at the two venues.

Entry to watch at Merrist Wood is 
completely free of charge and we would 
welcome support from members looking for 
a few hours of free entertainment. Seats for 
the Final at the Bury Farm Gala Night will 
need to be booked through the venue (www.
buryfarmestates.co.uk).

Event Survey
The responses from this year’s event surveys will 
be discussed by Council at their next meeting so 
please do not delay if you wish to say how much 
you enjoyed the event or highlight areas where 
you feel improvement can be made. Feedback 
is welcomed by all event organisers. You can 
complete the event feedback survey via the link 
on the British Carriagedriving website at www.
britishcarriagedriving.co.uk. 

GENERAL
Olympia Show Offer
The event organisers of The London 
International Horse Show at Olympia have 
offered British Carriagedriving members a 
substantial discount of 30% on tickets for 
Thursday afternoon and evening, Friday 
afternoon and Sunday evening (not including 
the top price tickets). The code to use is 
BCOLYMPIA18.

The show dates are 17 – 23 December 
2018, with the Extreme Driving class on 
Thursday afternoon, the first round of the 
FEI World CupTM Driving Leg on Friday 
afternoon and the final on Saturday night.

The organisers are happy for you to book 
tickets on behalf of friends and family. Book 
your tickets now through the Olympia website 
or by calling the box office 0871 230 5580 and 
quoting the code above.


