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British Carriagedriving 
OFFICIAL NEWS 
Council Meeting
The next meeting of the British 
Carriagedriving Council takes place on 
9 November. Council always welcomes, 
and takes into account feedback received 
from members, so if there are any matters 
or issues which you would like Council to 
consider, please send an e mail to the British 
Carriagedriving office. The deadline for 
submitting matters to be considered at the 
November meeting is Friday 1 November.

A.G.M. and Conference
The formal notice of the A.G.M. and proxy 
forms have been sent to members by email or, 
if no email address is kept on file for you, by 
post. Proxy forms may only be completed by 
voting members. 
The programme for the day will be:
10.00-11.00 International Meeting
11.00-11.30 Coffee
11.30-12.30 Affiliated Clubs’ Meeting
12.30-14.00 Lunch
14.00 AGM
14.15  GB at the Championships: 

A report from each of our 
teams who have competed at 
Championships in 2018.

15.00 Members’ Conference
16.00 Approximate finish

2017 Annual Accounts
Copies of the 2017 Annual Accounts will be 
available at the Conference. Should you wish 
a copy before the Conference, please contact 
the BC Office.

Council Elections
The time is approaching when we need to 
elect new Council members so please give 
some thought to anyone you may wish to 
propose (with their permission of course) 
to this office. Council are keen to encourage 
more people to put their names forward 
to take an active part in running British 
Carriagedriving and plan to trial having two 
of the winter meetings at weekends to try and 
encourage more members to put their names 
forward for election. The existing Council 
members are happy to chat about what is 
involved so please approach them for further 
information or contact the BC office.

The relevant forms which require to be 
completed by each candidate are on the web-
site www.britishcarriagedriving.co.uk . If you 
are unable to download or print these, please 
contact the BC office to have a copy sent by post. 

Nominations close on Monday 15 October 
2018 to enable an election to take place before 
the AGM if required.

Class Progression
Following consultation with all affiliated 
clubs, a revised document detailing the 
proposed progression of drivers and expected 
competence assessments, from club level up to 
National level, has been circulated to all clubs. 
The Chairman intends to ask for any further 
comments at the annual affiliated club meeting 
at the BC Conference, after which he hopes 
clubs will be willing to adopt this document.

End of Season Ball
After an absence of six years, the British 
Carriagedriving End of Season Ball returns 
this autumn! At a stunning new central venue, 
the Ball will follow the 2018 BC AGM and 
Conference on Saturday 10 November 2018, at 
the Manor Hotel in Meriden, Solihull CV7 7NH.

It is less than a ten minute drive from 
Birmingham Airport, Birmingham 
International Railway Station and major 
motorway links at the M42 and M6. There is 
plenty of car parking space at the hotel and at 
least two pubs in walking distance, in addition 
to the hotel restaurant, for conference 
attendees to have lunch if they so wish. 

There is a discounted rate available for 
bed and breakfast of £85.00 per night for 
BC delegates and evening event attendees. 
Their phone number is 01676 522735 should 
you wish to book a room; please say that 
you are attending the function to access the 
discounted rate for accommodation.

The organisers are going to great lengths to 
ensure that it’s going to be a fantastic evening 
to showcase the sporting year and end the 
season on a high! The Ball is for all drivers, 

backsteppers, grooms, stewards, officials, 
sponsors, owners and supporters. Tickets 
are now available to order via the link on the 
British Carriagedriving web-site.

The night will include a canapé drinks 
reception, 2 course dinner, live music, prizes, 
awards and some special features to be 
revealed on the night! 

It is hoped that as many of you as possible 
are able to attend this memorable evening.

EVENTS 
National Championships 2019
Following the very successful event at 
Cricklands this year (full report on pages 
38-40) British Carriagedriving is delighted to 
announce that Bywell Horse Driving Trials has 
been awarded the National Championships in 
2019. The Council were very impressed with 
the first event at this venue in 2018. It is their 
intention to move the National Championships 
around the country until such time as a 
permanent central venue can be identified.

The Championships will be held on 30 
August - 1 September 2019.

The event at Bywell Hall in 
Northumberland, held by kind permission of 
Lord and Lady Allendale, is set in stunning 
countryside, only one mile from excellent road 
links. The estate offers huge areas of flat land 
for dressage, cones and box parking together 
with adjacent undulating land to offer a 
marathon course that needs to be ‘driven’.

The organisers, Patti and Keith Atkinson, 
said, “We are delighted to have submitted 
a successful bid to host the 2019 British 
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National Championships clockwise: Jay Snow 
Intermediate Pony Champion with Chris Smith;  
Libby Priest, Advanced Horse Pairs Champion & 
Wilf Bowman-Ripley Horse Fours Champion

Carriagedriving National Championships and 
look forward to organising an event that is 
friendly and inclusive. Our plan is to host one 
great big northern party!”

Event Survey
Feedback is welcomed by all event organisers. 
They like to be told if you enjoyed the 
event but, if not, they are always looking 
for areas where improvements can be 
made. Please remember to complete the 
event feedback survey via the link on the 
British Carriagedriving web-site at www.
britishcarriagedriving.co.uk.

British Carriagedriving 
Registered Photographers
Following a query from a member, British 
Carriagedriving approached our insurers 
who have confirmed that next year they 
have agreed to extend indemnity to amateur 
photographers, who are at least British 
Carriagedriving Associate members, on a last 
resort basis. They will not cover professional 
photographers whose main source of income 
is photography regardless of whether they are 
BC members. Photographers are reminded 
that annual registration is still required.

Quad bikes
Please remember that anyone using a quad bike, 
or similar vehicle, at events is required by law to 
ensure the vehicle is adequately insured if it is 
taken on a public road. This can often be a road 
crossing or a section of the marathon route for 
Section B. Please do not put yourselves or others 
at risk in the event of an accident.

Strategic Review of 
Competitions and Class 
Structure
At the recent Council meeting, the directors 
spent considerable time looking into ways 
forward for the sport and how to increase 
the number of drivers retained in the sport, 
particularly those making the transition up 
to Intermediate from Novice. Further details 
of this discussion can be read in the meeting 
minutes, published on the BC web-site. 

Much of this discussion was based on 
correspondence from members who had written 
or emailed ideas and suggestions following a 
lively interchange on social media. Council is 
keen to stress that they are listening and such 
conversations are noted but it is not possible for 
nine directors to respond as “one voice”. For this 
reason they welcome ideas by email or letter. 

Much of the discussion centered around the 
possibility of amalgamating classes. As there 
are so many options available, it was agreed 
to ask the class representatives to canvass the 
views of their respective classes and feed this 
information back to Council. If you have not 
been contacted by your class representative, 
please get in touch with them. Responses have 
been requested by Monday 15 October.

GENERAL
Olympia Show Offer
The event organisers of The London 
International Horse Show at Olympia have 
offered British Carriagedriving members a 
substantial discount of 30% on tickets for 

Thursday afternoon and evening, Friday 
afternoon and Sunday evening (not including 
the top price tickets). The code to use is 
BCOLYMPIA18

The show dates are 17–23 December 2018, 
with the Extreme Driving class on Thursday 
afternoon, the first round of the FEI World 
CupTM Driving Leg on Friday afternoon and 
the final on Saturday night.

The organisers are happy for you to book 
tickets on behalf of friends and family. Book 
your tickets now through the Olympia website 
or by calling the box office 0871 230 5580 and 
quoting the code above.

Bywell Hall the venue for the 2019 National Championships


