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British Carriagedriving 
OFFICIAL NEWS 
Council Meeting
The date for the next meeting of the British 
Carriagedriving Council will be Wednesday 24 
January 2018.

2018 Rule Book
The FEI have now confirmed the rule changes 
for 2018. Our British Carriagedriving Rules 
Committee are currently discussing which 
should be implemented into our own rules. 
Their recommendations will be discussed by 
Council at the next meeting after which the 
2018 Rule Book will be published.

Promotion
A new level of Regional official has been agreed. 
As there are fewer opportunities to officiate 
and train at National events, there will now be 
Regional TDs and CDs. Congratulations to 
Malcolm Aickin who is the first probationary 
TD to be promoted to this level. 

New Council member: 
Patti Atkinson
The newest British Carriagedriving Council 
member, Patti Atkinson, says, “My husband 
Keith and I became involved in our amazing 
sport in the late 1980’s (helping anyone who 

would let us) until we got our own driving 
horse in 1993. Hooked on our fabulous sport 
when we haven’t been competing – either 
between horses, lameness or weekends off – 
we would steward or groom at various events 
throughout the UK. We had been driving 
single and pair at National level before we went 
International with our last horse Vicktor and 
had the honour of competing as an individual 
at the World Championships in 2014.”

Patti has excellent credentials for the role 
of director and ran a multi million finance 
business, until her retirement in 2016, which 
now allows her more time to devote to British 
Carriagedriving. She has been the Single Horse 
Class Representative for a number of years, only 
standing down from that post on her election 
to the BC Council. Patti says, “Almost every 
weekend in the summer is spent at an event - 
stewarding at all the National Events and judging 
and stewarding at lots of Club events in between.”

She was asked in the summer of 2017 to 
organise an event in Northumberland and Patti 
is currently organising the Bywell Regional 
Driving Trials to be held over the 24 to 26 
August 2018. With that event and her election 
to Council Patti sees her future as being even 
busier. She said, “I love our sport and the 
people involved in it. Keith and I have had such 
fun over many years and we want others to 
benefit from our experience.” 

Membership Renewals: New 
membership categories
All members should have received a newsletter 
in December with a membership renewal form 
(by e-mail for the majority of members and 
by post for those without e-mail addresses). 
Memberships can also be renewed on-line. 
Take care which category you join as there are 
substantial changes which are detailed on the 
form. If you are unsure which option suits you, 
please contact the BC office for advice.

Affiliated Club Members
To enhance the relationship between affiliated 
clubs and BC, members of an affiliated club 
will now be classed as Affiliated Club members 
of BC. This carries an enhanced 3rd party 
liability insurance cover which has been 
extended to cover club members competing at 
all clubs’ events.

New Class Representatives
We are grateful to Patti Atkinson for 
representing the Single Horses and to Sue Mart 
for representing the Single Ponies for many 
years. New appointments have now been made 
for both these classes; Sarah Meredith will take 
responsibility for Single Horses and Rosanna 
Walters-Symons will look after the interests of 
the Single Pony drivers. Their contact details 
are available on the BC web-site under “About 
Us” or via the Site Index.

Senior Points League
After a suggestion at the Affiliated Club 
meeting at the Conference, Council looked at a 
variety of options to administer a Senior Points 
League. The final decision sees one Senior 
Points League which includes all competitors 
in all classes. Drivers will be eligible from the 
year they reach their 60th birthday.

2018 Training Clinics
Delegates attending the International 
Conference should send their FEI application, 
which can be downloaded from the FEI web-
site, to the BC office. Please do not send forms 
directly to the BEF.

National Conference and Safety Clinic
Date:   Saturday 3 and Sunday 4 March 2018
Trainers: Judges: Joaquin Medina (ESP)
 TD: Philip Bateman (GBR)  
 CD: Richard Nicoll (USA)
 Stewards: Jan Devaere (BEL)
Venue:  Unicorn Trust, Netherswell, Stow on 

the Wold, Gloucestershire, GL54 1JZ
Times: Sat: 9:00am for 9:30am - 5pm
 Sun: 9:00am – approx. 3pm
Cost:  £70 inc. light lunch and refreshments. 

Saturday evening dinner £23.

Organisers are being asked to provide stables and electric hookup at BC National events
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South Club Judges 
Date: 9 /10 March 2018
Trainer: Christina Woollacott
Venue: Cricklands, Monmouthshire, NP26 5XP
Times: 10am for 10.30 
Cost: tbc

New Initiative: Club Judges and Writers
Date: Saturday 27 January 2018 
Trainer: tbc
Venue:  Arena UK, Allington Lane, Allington, 

Grantham NG32 2EF (signed from 
A1 near Grantham)

Times: 10am – approx. 3pm
Cost:  £30 to include tea/coffee. Please bring 

a packed lunch. 
Further information from Angela Flanagan, tel: 
07740 707729 or email amflan@hotmail.com . 
Numbers are limited so please book early. 

Stewards
Date: Saturday 3 February 2018 
Trainer: tbc
Venue:  Bennington Carriages, Moor Lane, 

Newark, NG23 5GA
Times: 10am – approx. 2pm
Cost: No charge. Tea/coffee provided. 
Please bring a packed lunch. 
Tel: 07740 707729 to register interest or email 
amflan@hotmail.com 

Backstepper clinic: Beginners and improvers 
Date: Saturday 10 February 2018 
Trainer: tbc
Venue:  Bennington Carriages, Moor Lane, 

Newark, NG23 5GA
Times: 10am – approx. 2pm
Cost:  £35 to include tea/coffee. Please bring 

a packed lunch. 
Tel: 07740 707729 or email amflan@
hotmail.com to book. Payment to Midlands 
Carriagedriving.

Dates and venues for the North and South 
Course Designers clinics and the North Club 
Judges clinic were not confirmed at the time 
of going to press. A booking form for all the 
training clinics was sent with the December 
mail shot to members.

EVENTS
Single Horse Selection 
Events
As noted in the recently published minutes, 
the Single Horse Selection Events will remain 
as originally published for 2018: Ashfields, 
Cricklands and Sandringham.

Start Fees for 2018
Council have agreed that start fees for Regional 
and National events will now be the same and 
will be charged at the 2017 national event rate.

New Dressage Test for 2018
A new dressage test is being written which 
will replace BC Test 1A (2009) and BC Test 

1B (2009). This will affect Intermediate Single 
Horse and Pony, Open Horse and Pony Pairs 
and Horse and Pony Tandems. The new test 
will be called BC Test 2 100 (2018) for use in a 
100m x 40m arena or BC Test 2 80 (2018) for 
use in the smaller 80m arena. This test is in the 
process of being written but will not include 
any movements in canter.

Event Facilities
Event organisers are being encouraged to offer 
stables and electric hook up at National events 
and it is hoped that many current club drivers 
may be able to use this to enable them to make 
the step up to National events. If you wish to 
do this, remember to submit your Competence 
Form to the BC office before you send your 
first entry.

National Championships 2018
Council have sent an invitation to tender 
for the 2018 National Championships to 
the organisers of the 5 national events. The 
deadline for returns to be submitted is 31st 
December 2017. The options will be discussed 
at the Council meeting on 24 January 
after which the venue for this event will be 
confirmed.

Anti-Doping Updates for 2018
WADA updates
The World Anti-Doping Agency’s (WADA) 
Prohibited List for 2018 will come into effect 
on 1 January 2018. It is essential that all athletes 
review any treatment they are currently taking 
(or consider taking) in order to ascertain 
whether it involves any substance or method 
prohibited on the new list, and apply for a TUE 
(Therapeutic Use Exemption) if necessary. 

Athletes and medical practitioners should 
also be aware of the following:
• The List includes not only substances but 

also “methods”;
• Over-the-counter medication and 

supplements may contain prohibited 
substances;

• Supplements may contain ingredients 
which are not declared on the label. 

Therefore, extreme caution is recommended 
with supplement use.
For details, please use the following link: 

www.ukad.org.uk/news/article/wada-updates-
the-prohibited-list-for-2018/ 

FEI Equine Prohibited Substances 
Revisions come into force on 1/1/18. For 
details, please use the following link: https://
inside.fei.org/sites/default/files/2018%20
EPSL%20changes.pdf 

GENERAL
200 Club 
British Carriagedriving wish to thank the 200 
Club members for their ongoing support for 
the sport. Recently a donation was made to 
BC to assist with the purchase of an additional 
event scoring programme which will 
enable greater flexibility at events and more 
opportunities for scorers to practice using the 
software during the winter months.

We are delighted to announce that Louise 
McCutcheon has taken on the role of 200 
Club organiser. Louise sent a letter inviting all 
members and friends to join the 200 Club with 
the December Office newsletter.

Single Horse Selection Events -Sandringham, Ashfields and Cricklands Above: Patti Atkinson, new BC Council Member


