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British Carriagedriving 
OFFICIAL NEWS 
Council Meeting
The date for the next meeting of the British 
Carriagedriving Council will be confirmed after 
the AGM on 28 October.

A.G.M. and Conference
There will be a report from the day and 
confirmation of the election result for Council 
in the December issue of Carriage Driving.

2018 Training Clinics
National and Club Training Clinics will be 
organised in 2018 by British Carriagedriving. 
Further details of cost and a booking form will 
be sent to all members with the December 
Newsletter and available on the web-site once 
details have been confirmed.

The National event runs in conjunction 
with the FEI training at Stow on the Wold 
on the weekend of 3-4 March. The Course 
Directors are: Judges - Joaquin Medina (ESP), 
Technical Delegates - Philip Bateman (GBR), 
Course Designers - Wolfgang Asendorf (GER) 
and Stewards - Jan Devaere (BEL). At the end 
of this, there will be a Safety Clinic which all 
delegates are invited to attend.

By rotation, in 2018, club clinics 
will be organised for Judges 
and Course Designers. The 
possibility of running the 
club judges at various indoor 
venues is being explored.

Club Training 
Grants
5 clubs took up the challenge 
in 2017 to run a training day in 
conjunction with a Try Driving Day. 
These were all very successful and have 
created significant interest in the sport, often 
through volunteering. British Carriagedriving 
are currently reviewing the existing Club 
Training Grant scheme and looking at options 
of how to develop the new initiative and their 
collaboration with the Special Development 
Fund in 2018.

Competence Cards for
National Novice
If you are a club level driver at present, and wish 
to make the move up to compete in Novice 
classes at a club’s Novice Qualifying Event, 
Regional events or National Events, remember 
you need to submit a signed Competence Card, 
with the results from the 3 events at which your 
card was signed, to the BC Office. Now that the 
season has finished, it would be a good time 
to send completed cards in so that you’re on 

the list of qualified drivers when you wish to 
upgrade next year.

New Event for 2018: Bywell
Park, 24 to 26 August
Patti Atkinson has taken on the role of event 
organiser and tells us about the new venue:

A stunning venue for a new Regional event, 
Bywell Park (by kind permission of Lord and 
Lady Allendale), will be open for competition 
in 2018.

Bywell is located an easy 2 miles from 
a major dual carriageway, 13 miles west of 
Newcastle upon Tyne, and only 2 roundabouts 
north of London!

There are massive areas of flat land for 
parking, dressage and cones and fabulous tracks 
around woodland and fields with lovely views 
over the Tyne Valley for Section A. Obstacles 
are being built, all differing in design and 
construction, in an undulating field close to the 
box park.

I cannot stress how amazing this venue is. 
It has the potential to be one of the best in the 
country.

The event is to be held in 2018 on Saturday 
25 (dressage and cones) and Sunday 26 August 
(marathon).

The huge flat box park (as big as Cirencester 
–10 acres) will be open from Thursday 

with at least one practice arena 
and an exercise route available. 

Competitors can stay on 
site until Monday 27 if they 

wish allowing ample recovery time after the 
marathon.

An adjacent 10 acres will hold the two 
dressage arenas and the cones course with lots of 
flat room to spare.

Although a new venue for driving it is also 
used for the Northumberland County Show 
– one of the largest, if not the largest, one day 
county show in the UK with over 30 thousand 
spectators. We are taking a stand at that show to 
promote carriage driving and our event.

As an experienced driver I know what 
competitors need, and possibly more importantly 
what they would like. This is what my team and 
I are trying to achieve. Cooked meals will be 
available on Friday and Saturday nights so even 
your cook can have a fun weekend!

Bywell is a super venue with great facilities 
and we are working hard to make it a great event. 
We look forward to your support.

National Championships
2018
At their recent meeting, Council noted the 
problems that had occurred at this year’s 
National Championships. In an effort to resolve 
these issues, the decision has been taken to put 
this event out to tender for 2018. The venue 
will not be known for some time but the date 
has been confirmed as 14 -16 September as 
this allowed time for the Single Horse World 
Championship team members to compete 
on their return from Kronenberg in the 
Netherlands.

Selection Events for 2018
The following have been confirmed as 
Selection Events for 2018:

Single Horses: Ashfields, Cricklands and 
Sandringham

Horse Pairs: National Championships
Combined Ponies: National Championships

Dressage Tests for 2018
Those of you remaining in the same class for 
2018 may be relieved to know that no changes 
to the dressage tests are planned for next year.

Official promotions
Council have approved the recommendation 
by the Judges Committee that Sanchia May, 
Sarah Louise Oxborrow, Mary Bryson and 
Minta Winn are promoted from List 3 to List 2. 
Lee Kenworth and Gail Smith will be added as 
probationary specialist cones judges.

Review of Photographers
Policy
The name of Official Photographer will be 
changed to Registered Photographer in 2018. 
New bibs will be issued which have a unique 
number and remain with that photographer, 
removing the need to send out new bibs each 
year. This will enable stewards and officials 
to easily identify any individuals should 
a problem be identified. Each registered 
photographer will be required to complete a 
registration form annually to ensure contact 
information is up to date.

EVENTS
British Masters
The British Masters is a series of three indoor 
events for four-in-hand horse teams. In 
addition to the five World Cup qualified drivers 

taking part at the FEI World Cup Driving 
qualifier at Olympia, the London International 
Horse Show, two “wildcard” drivers will be 
appointed by the organising committee, one of 
which will be the winner of the British Masters 
Series.

This year’s British Masters will be run 
slightly differently to previous years. The first 
two qualifiers are set to be run on Saturday 21 
October at Bury Farm and Sunday 22 October 
at Merrist Wood, with the final at Bury Farm 
on 4 November. The final will be held around 
a master class, so drivers from other classes 
can have a chance to compete around the same 
course. The top two British indoor four-in-
hand drivers, Daniel Naprous and Dick Lane, 
will be on hand to offer guidance to anyone 
that may be interested in developing their skills 
around a World Cup course. 

The day will start with the drivers in 
contention battling it out to decide who will 
represent Great Britain at the FEI World Cup 
qualifier at Olympia, The London International 
Horse Show and will then open up to allow 
other drivers the chance of some help with the 
two experts. If you are interested in taking part 
in the master class, please register your interest 
with James Broome james@theshowground.
com .

The British leg of the FEI World Cup 
Driving Series takes place at Olympia in 
London on Friday 15 December (first round) 
and Saturday 16 December (second round). 

 Event Survey
Many thanks to everyone who completed the 
Event Survey this year. All event organisers 
have received the feedback for their event 
which is very helpful in deciding where 
improvements can be made and in addressing 
issues of concern for drivers. This is proving to 
be a very useful initiative and will be continued 
in 2018.

GENERAL
Olympia Show Offer
The event organisers of The London 
International Horse Show at Olympia have 
offered British Carriagedriving members a 
substantial discount of 30% on tickets for 
Friday afternoon and evening and Monday 
afternoon and evening performances.

The show dates are 12 – 18 December 
2017, with the Extreme Driving class on 
Thursday afternoon, the first round of the 
FEI World CupTM Driving Leg on Friday 
afternoon and the final on Saturday night.

When booking tickets, you will need to use 
the code BC2017. The organisers are happy 
for you to book tickets on behalf of friends 
and family. Book your tickets now through 
the Olympia website or by calling the box 
office 0871 230 5580 and quoting the code 
above.
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Above: Dan Naprous competing at the London 
International Horse Show Olympia 


