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British Carriagedriving 
OFFICIAL NEWS 
Council Meeting
The meeting of the British Carriagedriving 
Council took place on Thursday 28th 
September.

A.G.M. and Conference
Hopefully you will all already have the 28th 
October in your diaries for the 2017 British 
Carriagedriving A.G.M. and Conference. 
This takes place in the Kegworth Hotel. If you 
wish to stay overnight, a discounted room 
rate is available of £50 per bedroom, which is 
for bed and breakfast, subject to availability. 
Remember to mention that you are attending 
this event when you book. The number for the 
hotel is 01509 672427.

The formal notice of the A.G.M. and proxy 
forms are attached if you are receiving this by 
e-mail or enclosed if you are receiving this by 
post. Proxy forms may only be completed by 
voting members. 
The programme for the day will be:
• 10.00-11.00 International Meeting
• 11.00-11.30 Coffee
• 11.30-12.30 Affiliated Clubs’ Meeting
• 12.30-14.00 Lunch
• 14.00 AGM
• 14.15  GB at the Championships: A report 

from each of our teams who have 
competed at Championships in 
2017.

• 15.00  Members’ Conference including 
discussion on the new membership 
structure.

• 16.00 Approx. finish

2016 Annual Accounts
Copies of the 2016 Annual Accounts will be 
available at the Conference. Should you wish a 
copy before the Conference, please contact the 
BC Office.

Council Elections 
Nominations will have closed by the time this 
issue of Carriage Driving is published however, 
early indications suggest that an election is 
likely. This is very encouraging for the sport 
as some places on the Council of British 
Carriagedriving have been filled through co-
options for a number of years. With the new 
decision to send communications to members 
by e-mail, please look out for your voting 
paper. If you have any difficulty printing this, 
please contact the BC office and a paper copy 
will be sent to you.

Fenix Carriages and Howden 
Insurance Drivers of the Year 
Congratulations to all the Drivers of the Year 
who were presented with their awards, by 
sponsor Mark Broadbent of Fenix Carriages, 
at the National Championships on Saturday 
evening. 
Howden Novice Driver of the Year
Pony: George Wood

Horse: Chris Patrick
Fenix Intermediate Single Driver of the Year
Pony: Natalie Wenman
Horse: Grace Smith
Fenix Open Single Driver of the Year
Pony: Nicola Blandin
Horse: David Whitfield
Fenix Advanced Single Driver of the Year
Pony: Robert Buck
Horse: Gail Bain
Fenix Open Pairs Driver of the Year
Pony: Averina Snow
Horse: Stephen Williams
Fenix Advanced Pairs Driver of the Year
Pony: louise Kaiholm
Horse: Mark Carruthers
Fenix Tandem Driver of the Year
Pony: Fiona Powell
Horse: No entries
Fenix Fours Driver of the Year
Pony: Angela Smith
Horse: Dick Lane
Evolution
Pony: Amelia Waddicor
Horse: Sheila McNeill
Young Pony/Horse
Pony: Maureen Capes
Horse: Jackie Parkinson

Club Championship 
The 2017 Club Championship has been won 
by East Anglia. The scores were very close 
with Midlands and NEDTL hot on their 
heels. Medals were presented to the drivers 
whose scores contributed to the points 
total on Saturday evening at the National 
Championships, who were:
Gail Bain
Wilf Bowman-Ripley
Alfie Budd
Charlotte Chard
Alan Clarke
Helen Cruickshank
Bryan Gauson
Sue Hargreaves
Sarah McLaughlin
Chris Patrick
Fiona Powell
Gary Power
Grace Smith
Chris Smith
David Taylor

2018 BC Yearbook 
Cover Photo
Do you have a photograph suitable for the 
front cover of the 2018 British Carriagedriving 
Yearbook? We’re inviting all photographers 
to submit their best photos by Friday 
29th September. We are happy to receive 
photos from anyone, not just BC registered 
photographers. There’s no money, only glory!Nicola Blandin
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Inevitably, there are a few criteria which 
need to be met by the photos submitted:
• It must be a good action shot
• The image must have been taken with a 

camera, not a mobile phone or tablet.
• It must have been taken at a National or 

Regional event in 2017
• Maximum of 5 images per photographer

Photographs for consideration 
should be sent to the BC office, email@
britishcarriagedriving.co.uk . Please send large 
files individually. You will need to send the 
following:
• Uncropped original image
• Name of competitor
• Event and date

EVENTS
Event Survey
After each event, don’t forget to send your 
views via Survey Monkey. The survey is 
designed to be quick and easy to complete and 
is applicable to drivers, grooms, volunteers or 
spectators. 

The survey is straightforward to complete 
so please, send your views whether they are 
positive or negative, to help improve the 
experience for everyone at https://www.
surveymonkey.co.uk/r/785LW3Y.

National Championships 
8-10 September
The Championships are over again for another 
year and, once again, we are indebted to our 
sponsors and the army of volunteers who 
make our events possible. There is a full report 
from the Championships from page 39 of this 
magazine.

A couple of new initiatives were trialled by 
British Carriagedriving this year and the offer 

of stabling proved popular as did the provision 
of an electric hook up. Sadly, once again, the 
weather did its best to blight this event with a 
considerable volume of rain in the days leading 
up to the Championships. Heavy rain made 
dressage tricky for many and thunderstorms 
were the order of the afternoon on marathon 
day. This meant the obstacles got rather sticky 
and deep for the later drivers with over 100 
turnouts contesting the various classes. Quick 
thinking was required and alternative obstacles 
were constructed at the last minute for the 
Evolution and Young Horse classes on Sunday. 

Other trophies and prizes, presented at the 
Championships, were awarded as follows:

The winner of each Intermediate 
Championship received a pair of leather reins 
kindly presented by the Worshipful Company 
of Saddlers. The Intermediate Pony award 
went to Rebecca Boswell and the horse reins 
were won by Jackie Durkin. The best Young 
Driver received a voucher kindly presented 
by The Worshipful Company of Saddlers and 
this was presented to Collette Holdsworth who 
competed in Intermediate Pony.

John Ripley, winner of the Advanced 
Single Horse dressage, received the Deemster 
Trophy while Robert Buck, as the winner of 
the Advanced Single Pony dressage, received 
the Lynn Harrington memorial Trophy. The 
winner of the Open Horse Pairs dressage, 
Derrick Mayes, received the Bryan Belsham 
Trophy.

Phillipa Howe received the trophy 
presented by Michael and Diana Zatouroff for 
the best overall marathon in the four Single 
Pony classes, the Ted Bewlay Memorial Trophy 
for the competitor with the lowest overall 
score and the trophy commemorating the life 
of Amanda Saville-Nisbet for the best overall 
marathon of the event.

The Terry Bailey Memorial Trophy is 

awarded to the best placed in the dressage 
and marathon phases over the 4 single horse 
classes, based on a points system. In 2017 this 
was won by David Whitfield who contested the 
Open Single Horse Class.

The recipient of the David Broadbent 
Memorial Trophy was Julian Burleton who 
has been the course marker at the National 
Championships and numerous other events for 
many years as well as the driving force behind 
the Windsor Park Equestrian Club events until 
recently. The National and Regional event 
organisers were invited to nominate volunteers 
who had been of considerable help to their 
events and Julian was their choice for this 
award in 2017.

GENERAL
Thank You to all our 
Amazing Volunteers 
Massive thanks as always to the army of 
volunteers that make the sport possible. Many 
people, up and down the country, stand 
for hours, for no reward and in all weather 
conditions, to enable us to enjoy this wonderful 
sport. Please pass on our thanks as many 
are not BC members. They always comment 
on how drivers thank them, whether they 
are timekeeping a section, manning a gate 
or stewarding an obstacle. This courtesy is 
definitely appreciated.

Olympia Show Offer
The event organisers of The London 
International Horse Show at Olympia have 
offered British Carriagedriving members a 
substantial discount of 30% on tickets for 
Friday afternoon and evening and Monday 
afternoon and evening performances.

The show dates are 12 – 18 December 2017, 
with the Extreme Driving class on Thursday 
afternoon, the first round of the FEI World 
CupTM Driving Leg on Friday afternoon and 
the final on Saturday night.

When booking tickets, you will need to use 
the code BC2017. The organisers are happy 
for you to book tickets on behalf of friends 
and family. Book your tickets now through the 
Olympia website or by calling the box office 
0871 230 5580 and quoting the code above.
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Louise Kaiholm


