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British Carriagedriving 
Council Meeting
The date for the next meeting of the British 
Carriagedriving Council will be decided at the 
meeting on 24 November. 

AGM and Conference 2016
The Conference and AGM returned to the 
Kegworth Hotel for this year’s event. In the 
early part of the day, many small groups took 
the chance to meet. At 11am the more formal 
meetings took place with one focussing on 
issues pertaining to the Affiliated Clubs and 
the other on international issues. After lunch, 
members reconvened for the AGM and BC 
Annual Conference. The Conference Pack has 
been sent to all members by e-mail. On the 
day before, representatives from the National 
and Regional events met. Brief notes from all 
these meetings follow.

Event Organisers Meeting
• 2017 dates were noted with a new 

National event to take place at Cricklands. 
Sandringham will run a week later than 
usual due to the timing of Trooping of 
the Colour and Royal Ascot. The only 
Countryman Fairs event planned at 
present for 2017 is Lowther.

• Methods of obtaining feedback from 
competitors were discussed.

• The need to find a strategy to retain Novice 
drivers and encourage progression was 
noted.

• Selection Events are published on the  
web-site.

• For Advanced classes, the FEI tests 
appropriate for that class’s World 
Championships will be used. A new test 

for Open Classes is being written for 2017 
and a new test will replace BC Test 1a  
in 2018.

• Some events plan a small increase in entry 
fees. BC start fees remain at the same rate 
as 2016. Lowther plan a sliding scale of 
entry fees with a discount for early entry.

• Evolution classes had been considered 
successful. Numbers at the Championships 
were low but the concept had encouraged 
some drivers to make the transition to club 
or National events.

• Council will be asked to consider changes 
to the YH classes to include four obstacles 
and use the 100m dressage arena to make 
organisation easier.

• Times when results are posted will be 
added to the sheets at events.

• The need to record hold-ups on the 
green cards will be highlighted to drivers 
and back-steppers by the TD at the 
competitors’ briefing and again by the 
judge at the end of Section B.

• Events were complimented on achieving 
live scores so frequently in 2016.

Club Meeting
• A proposal had been received from the 

Special Development Fund to enable  
more clubs to access coaching from  
UKCC coaches.

• A revision of BC membership categories 
was discussed which followed on from 
the meeting at Cirencester. The possibility 
of Day Tickets was mentioned and all 
the resulting ideas will be discussed by 
Council at their next meeting.

• Improved information sharing between 
Affiliated Clubs and BC were discussed

International meeting
This meeting was facilitated by Philip Bateman. 
He drew delegates’ attention to a wide range if 
international issues including:
• British team selection events.
• Championship dates and venues for 2017.
• Championships qualification criteria, 

dressage tests and opportunities to qualify 
in GBR. It was noted that Horse Pairs would 
return to RWHS in 2017.

• International dates in 2017.
• FEI rule changes. It was noted that the 

FEI remain committed to introducing 
the rule which restricts qualification to 
World Championships to FEI 3* events 
although recent communications suggest 
this has been deferred until 2018. There was 
considerable discussion about possible ways 
to finance the increased costs associated 
with upgrading Hopetoun and Sandringham 
to FEI 3* level.

• Julie Camm noted that ferry rates may 
remain the same for 2017 although the 
banding for sizes of vehicle may alter. She 
encouraged as many people as possible to 
use this service.

AGM
The AGM was a short meeting. With no 
election this year for Council members, Dick 
Lane and Dave West were duly appointed.

Conference
Following the AGM, the Conference opened 
with reports from the FEI World and European 

British Young Driver Emily Villier was awarded the 
Most Promising Young Driver 
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Championships which had taken place this year. 
Emily Viller and Mary Jane Campbell reported 
on behalf of the Young Drivers, Julie Camm on 
behalf of the Para-equestrian team, Dick Lane 
represented the Horse Fours and there was no 
report from the Single Horse Team.

The Chairman, Treasurer and Chairman 
of the Competitions Committee then 
expanded on some points in their reports in 
the Conference Packs. The Chairman made 
note of the contribution made to the sport by 
Ian Gilbert who now retires from Council for 
the second time and the members gave him a 
standing ovation.

Other discussion points raised included:
• A report from the discussion on 

membership restructuring at the earlier 
Affiliated Club meeting.

• The need for a strategy to develop the lower 
end of the sport and retain novices into 
higher levels of competition

• The commitment from Council to pay an 
organiser for the National Championships 
and to develop event publicity was 
highlighted although the need for different 
skills and possibly two individuals  
was noted.

• The need to co-opt a Treasurer and possibly 
other individuals if required.

• The possibility that BC would assist  
the international efforts of organisers  
and drivers.
Chris Smith presented a retiral gift to Barry 

Hilditch in recognition of 10 years on Council 
with the last two as Chairman. Barry Hilditch 
presented his Chairman’s Award to David 
Titmuss who had been of great assistance to 
him during his time on Council and noted 
this was partly a retiral gift. He then made 
an additional presentation to Vic Kusin in 
recognition of his contribution to the web-site. 
Emily Viller received the trophy for the Most 
Promising Young Driver which was presented 
by Mary Jane Campbell. 

EVENTS
Worshipful Company  
of Saddlers
BC is grateful once again for the continued 
support from the Worshipful Company of 
Saddlers who present hand stitched English 
Leather headcollars to the para-equestrian 
drivers and young drivers (as stipulated for BC 
Young Members) with the lowest overall score 
(irrespective of the class entered) at National 
and Regional events. In addition, each class 
winner at the British Young Drivers’ National 
Championships will receive a headcollar.  
The 2016 list of winners has been forwarded  
to the company and will be sent directly to  
the winners.

British Masters 
In the final of the 2016 British Masters  
Four-in-Hand Driving, held at Addington 
Manor EC, Daniel Naprous drove a storming 

round to secure the Wildcard Drive for 
Olympia, The London International Horse 
Show. Finishing in second place, Dick Lane 
gave Daniel a good run for his money, but 
Dick’s slower first round meant Daniel was able 
to secure the win.

The London International Horse Show at 
Olympia runs from 13-19 December – don’t 
forget that BC members get a 30% discount, 
so book your tickets now! Daniel Naprous will 
join Koos de Ronde (NED), József Dobrovitz 
(HUN) and others, including Boyd Exell as the 
second wild card entry, competing in the World 
Cup leg at the London Horse Show at Olympia. 
The Top Score competition is on Thursday 
evening, the warm-up round will take place on 
Friday 16 December and the FEI World Cup 
competition final round on Saturday  
17 December.

INTERNATIONAL
World Championship 
Qualification
Although still to be confirmed at the FEI’s 
General Assembly in Tokyo, which takes 
place in November after this edition has gone 
to print, it now looks as though the FEI may 
drop their proposed rule change which would 
require World Championship qualification to be 
attained at an FEI 3* event. Although this seems 
a positive move from our point of view, there is 
a strong likelihood that this rule is only being 
delayed for 12 months.

GENERAL
200 Club
BC is grateful to the 200 Club for providing the 
funds to purchase a licence to use the Philippe 
Leinart system for scoring. This has already been 
of immense value to us and we hope National 
and Regional events will be able to make good 
use of this facility for scoring their events.

Congratulations to winners of the 200 Club 
draw of 2016 which coincided with Cirencester: 

£50 Mrs LJ Potter 
£30 Pat White 
£20 Eric Moss 
£20 Tina Elliott 
£10 Granville Styler 
£10 Graham Hudson 
£10 Arthur Laws

Congratulations to winners of the double and 
final 200 Club draws of 2016 which coincided 
with Conference and AGM weekend. 

£50 Maria Ward 
£30 Dave Stafford 
£20 Amanda Hawley 
£20 Grace Smith 
£10 James Rooney 
£10 George Spencer 
£10 Tracey Fletcher 
£50 Trish Lebus 
£30 Sally North 
£20 Carole Redgrave 
£20 Susan Henry 
£10 Jane Gillman 
£10 Jan Warner 
£10 John Reid

British Young Driver Jack Ralph competing at the BC 
National Championships at Cirencester in 2016 
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