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British Carriagedriving 
OFFICIAL NEWS 
Council meeting
The date for the next meeting of the British 
Carriagedriving Council is Wednesday  
28 September. 

Job vacancy
BC seeks a motivated individual to volunteer for 
the role of National Championship co-ordinator 
for 2017. Teams of people currently manage 
different aspects of the organisational process. 
A co-ordinator is required to pull these teams 
together and ensure the event runs smoothly. 
Knowledge of the sport would be an advantage 
but is not essential. There is an opportunity 
to shadow the 2016 co-ordinator so if you, or 
anyone you know, is interested in assisting the 
sport in this way, please contact Ian Gilbert  
on 07850 873197 or by e-mail at  
tandem@btinternet.com.

Council Elections
The time is approaching when we need to elect 
new Council members so please start giving some 
thought to anyone you may wish to propose (with 
their permission of course) to this office. Council 
is keen to encourage more people to put their 
names forward to take an active part in  
running BC. The existing Council members are 
happy to chat about what is involved so please 
approach them for further information or 
contact the BC office.

The relevant forms which require to be 
completed by each candidate are on the web-site 
www.britishcarriagedriving.co.uk. If you are 
unable to download or print these, please  
contact the BC office to have a copy sent by post. 

Nominations close on Monday 26 September 
2016 to enable an election to take place before 
the AGM if required.

AGM and Conference 2016
A quick reminder that this year’s AGM  
and Conference take place on Saturday  29 

October in the Kegworth Hotel. Please put the 
date in your diaries. 

EVENTS
National Championships
Closing Date for Entries – Monday 29 August 
All qualified competitors should have received 
their schedule, entry form and associated 
paperwork for the National Championships. 
Arrangements have been made to accept entries 
from drivers qualifying at events after the closing 
date but please ensure these are sent promptly 
and, if possible, inform the entries secretary 
David Titmuss, that your entry is on its way 
by phone 07707 491330 or e-mail: treasurer@
britishcarriagedriving.co.uk.

The Young Horse and Pony classes and the 
Evolution Class for horses and ponies will run on 
the morning of Sunday 11 September. You may 
enter both the Young Horse classes and the main 
championships if suitably qualified. At their 
recent meeting, Council agreed to allow boots 
to be worn for dressage in the Young Horse and 
Pony classes and the Evolution classes as there is 
insufficient time to apply boots before moving 

onto the obstacle phase of the competition.
If you have qualified in more than one class, 

please note the rule amendment below which 
may enable you to enter both turnouts.

There are new caterers booked this year so 
please remember to pre-order your meals with 
your entry to enable numbers for catering to be 
organised as this helps keep the cost down. The 
order form also offers the polo shirts for sale and 
additional parking passes.

A drinks reception on Friday night for 
competitors, sponsors and volunteers is being 
sponsored by the Scottish Carriage Driving 
Association so we hope to see you all there. On 
Saturday, after the meal and presentation of the 
Fenix and Howden Drivers of the Year awards 
and rosettes, there will be a disco for those with 
energy left after the marathon. 

A new permanent obstacle is planned  
for 2016 and this will be sited adjacent to the 
Pope’s Seat. 

• If you are willing to assist in any role at 
the Championships, Julia Crockford will 
be delighted to hear from you. Please 
contact her on 07850 249107 or by e-mail 
at jjcrockford@aol.com.

INTERNATIONAL
World Championship  
Team Reports
The Fantastic Four 
The Para GBR team gave the Brits lots to cheer 
about recently, returning from the Para World 

Above: Mark Broadbent at the National Championships 
driving the obstacle in front of the Pope’s Seat which is the 
site of the new permanent obstacle this year.  
Below left: One of the champion sponsors Avant has 
supplied a very useful tractor which will be assisting 
in construction of the new obstacle. 
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Championships held at Beesd, Holland, (3-6 
August) with individual Bronze and team 
Bronze. The squad comprised Sarah Baverstock 
driving as first reserve and individual in her first 
overseas event, and team members Deborah 
Daniel, Jamie Williams and Lucy Barclay.   

Three weeks earlier, at the final selection 
event at Ashfields, it would be fair to say that 
certain elements of each of the performances 
were still a little unconvincing. The squad had 
been assembled at speed due to the very late 
announcement of the dates and location of the 
FEI World Championships, giving us not even 
a quarter of our usual time to prepare. The final 
weeks of preparation, were totally performance 
focussed, involving team trainer Sara Howe 
and additional input from Leonie and Barry 
Marshall, sports psychologist Nichola Kentzer 
and vet, Anja Walker.  

We built in an extra day in Holland pre event 
to focus on our mental approach and to regroup 
on our individual and team strategy. The team 
and horses arrived into Beesd in great shape and 
their attitude and self-discipline from that point 
forward was focussed solely on producing the 
very best results they were capable of. 

We knew we lacked some experience with 
two of our squad members never having 
competed overseas before and we knew we could 
be slightly exposed in the dressage phase if luck 
didn’t go our way, but, what we had in bucket 
loads was absolute determination, passion and 
belief. The blog on www.britishcarriagedriving.
co.uk tells the story and the results speak for 
themselves: Deborah Daniel – individual Bronze; 
Lucy Barclay, Deborah Daniel, Jamie Williams – 
team Bronze.

Now here’s a “Fantastic Fact” about our 
“Fantastic Four”. This year without Mick Ward, 
our entire GBR squad comprised Grade 1 
para drivers whereas the German and the 
Netherlands’ teams both had one Grade 2 driver 
and two Grade 1 drivers in their teams (Grade 
2 being more mobile and having more ability to 
balance and brace themselves in the carriage) 
and their increased mobility is very much 
reflected in the results of the team scores on the 
marathon. 

A team may comprise Grade 1s and 2s but 
must comprise at least one Grade 1. Great Britain 
is fortunate to have a hugely talented pool of 
Para drivers – it’s just that nearly all happen to be 
Grade 1s (the higher level of disability) whereas 
our European competitors tend to have a broader 
base of Grade 2s to select from.   

Analysing the results, if we take only the 
Grade 1 driver scores for the German and the 
Netherlands teams, the final result would have 
looked like this:

1. Germany             302.86
2. Great Britain      304.24
3. Netherlands       326.79
Great work, GBR Grade 1s! Far be it for us 

to start pontificating over “would be’s” though 
– the composition of a team won’t change, and 
the fact is, we’re not that far off now from being 

tandem/single horse or pony.
• The following will not be permitted:
• Single horse or pony with any other single 

horse or pony, horse or pony pair with any 
other horse or pony pair, horse four in hand 
with a pony four in hand.

GENERAL
FEI Promotion
Congratulations to Sue Squirrell who has 
recently been promoted to Level 1 FEI 
International Steward. 

able to challenge for Silver or Gold, irrespective 
of whether our drivers are all Grade 1s or a mix 
of the two Grades. We have two years to fine 
tune and we have the talent, passion and belief 
to get there. So, just for a week or two, we’ll bask 
in some reflective glory and be proud of our 
Fantastic Four, then we’ll be seizing the moment 
and getting to work on reducing that gap!
Rachel Belliere-Wilson: Chef d’Equipe

Rules: Amendment to  
Annex 16
At its meeting on 3 August Council decided 
to amend clause 4.13.1 of annex 16 of the rule 
book. This rule requires athletes who have 
qualified for more than one class at the National 
Championships to nominate which class they 
will drive in. It prevents athletes from entering 
more than one class at the championships.

Council considers that this rule should 
continue to apply to athletes driving more than 
one turnout of the same configuration.

Where, however, an athlete has qualified with 
two differently configured turnouts they will 
be permitted to enter with both, provided this 
can be accommodated within the schedule on 
the day without the athlete running out of class 
order/sequence.

The following will be permitted: 
• Any two of the following: horse or pony four 

in hand/horse or pony pair/horse or pony 

Right: Para driver Debbie Daniel who won individual 
bronze at the World Para Driving Championships 


