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British Carriagedriving 
OFFICIAL NEWS 
Council meeting
The date for the next meeting of the British 
Carriagedriving Council will be decided at the 
meeting on Thursday 16 June and published in 
next month’s Carriage Driving. 

Conference and AGM
The date of this year’s Conference and AGM 
is Saturday 29 October in the Kegworth Hotel 
(formerly the Whitehouse).

Council elections
It seems early to be considering the need to 
elect new Council members but please start 
giving some thought to anyone you may 
wish to propose (with their permission of 
course) to this office. Council members are 
in fact Company Directors and so need to be 
comfortable taking on this responsibility.

Nominations close on Monday 26 
September.

EVENTS
Safety at events
Accident and Incident Reports have been 
arriving in the BC Office as the season is now 
well under way. Some of these are caused by 
carelessness so please make sure you take every 
precaution to be safe at all times at events. 
Please think of the safety of others as well as 
yourselves. 

At the 2015 Conference, Tony Bache 
referred to the number of accidents with 
scooters / quads / electric bikes etc, at events. 
Remember it is your responsibility to insure 
these vehicles; damage to someone else’s 
property is undesireable but damage to another 
person could be catastrophic. At present our 
insurance premiums are affordable as we have 
had a good claims record in recent years. Please 
take extra care to ensure you are as safe as 
possible at events.

Goodwood
Closing Date for Entries – Monday 18 July 
Goodwood takes place on 23-24 July and 
is one of the events running Evolution and 
Young Horse classes (more dates and venues 
on the BC web-site). These classes have already 
taken place at Hopetoun where they proved 
popular. Some spectators on marathon day 
asked if they could come back on Sunday 
to compete. Hopefully, this shows the 
format working and it certainly seems to be 
encouraging newcomers into the sport. The 
classes were entertaining for both competitors 
and spectators. Don’t forget to claim your 

discounted entry fee if you are also stewarding 
at the event.

Goodwood offers a three-section marathon 
with seven obstacles in a beautiful setting. 

Tickets, costing £12 each for the party and 
barbecue on Saturday night, should be ordered 
with your entry. Catering will also be available 
on-site on Saturday and Sunday.

Please note that the correct e-mail address 
for Sarah Garnett is sarahagarnett@btinternet.
com. Please delete all other e-mail contacts you 
have for her as this is the address she now uses. 
The contact details in the Yearbook are given 
with her old e-mail address, so if you need 
to contact her please use the e-mail address 
above.

Shanes Castle
Closing Date for Entries – Wednesday 6 July 
Shanes Castle also runs on 23-24 July and 
runs in conjunction with the Northern Ireland 
Club Championship. There will be a full 
range of classes which are qualifying classes 
for the British Carriagedriving National 
Championships. Catering will be available on-
site for the duration of the event.

British Young Drivers 
National Championships
Closing Date for Entries – Saturday 16 July 
The British Young Drivers National 
Championships take place at Onley Grounds 
Farm, by kind permission of Midlands 
Carriagedriving, on 30-31 July. Please use the 
entry form specific to this event which can be 
downloaded from the BC web-site. 

This event is a selection event for the FEI 
Youth Championships in September. Further 
details of the dressage tests to be driven are 
detailed in the schedule and BC Yearbook. 
While run under BC rules, with attention to 
Annex 18, please note additional rules for this 
event in the schedule. 

Don’t forget there is a prize for the best 
turned out which is judged during the trot up 
and a “get together” on Saturday evening.

Lowther
Closing Date for Entries – Monday 11 July 
The driving event at Lowther runs in 
conjunction with the country fair and takes 
place on 12-14 August. 

Section A will take place on estate land 
around Lowther Castle where competitors can 
expect stunning Lakeland countryside. Section 
B takes place within Lowther Home Park and 
adjacent to the Country Fair. There are eight 
obstacles, including a water obstacle and the 
Lowther Bridge.

The Lowther Derby is run like a World Cup 
style competition, using marathon vehicles. 

There will be 10 sets of cones, set at a wider 
distance than normal, and two obstacle 
elements to negotiate. Penalties will be accrued 
as 1 penalty point for every 5 seconds it takes 
to complete the course and 2 points to add 
for each ball you dislodge. This replaces the 
normal cone driving phase of the competition.

Remember that the marathon and cones 
order is reversed for the pony classes who 
will drive their cones on Saturday and their 
marathon on Sunday.

Catering will be available on the show 
ground and in the stabling area. There will 
be a welcome reception on Friday evening at 
7pm and catering/bar with a band on Saturday 
evening.

Raehills
Closing Date for Entries – Friday 29 July 
There’s loads going on at Raehills this year from 
19-21 August. The event is situated 5 miles off 
the M74 which is less than 60 miles north from 
Lowther so why not plan to take in both?  

With eight lovely obstacles, the marathon 
consists of mainly forestry tracks and fields. 
The course has been significantly upgraded 
since the event’s inception and there is a new 
track to bypass the river if the water is too deep.

There will be a catering van on site from 
Thursday afternoon with an ice cream van on 
site on Saturday and Sunday (although this is 
weather dependent!)

On Friday Evening there is a wine and 
nibbles reception to which drivers, helpers, all 
officials, sponsors and stewards are invited. On 
Saturday night there’s a party in the marquee 
with a ceilidh band and hog roast. Please bring 
your own drink. Please order advanced tickets, 
£15 each, using the ‘Other Charges’ box on the 
entry form. 

Above: Great fun was had at last year’s inaugural 
Raehill Challenge; to be repeated at this year’s event 
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There’s a £100 prize for fastest team in 
the Raehills Challenge which takes place on 
Saturday evening (on foot!), for teams of  
four people (at least one of which must be a 
driver or a steward). It’s £10 to enter a team 
which can enter a maximum of two times. 
Great fun was had by everyone who took  
part at the inaugural running of this event  
in 2015!

Interclub Challenge: Affiliated Clubs may 
enter a team to include 1 Single Pony, 1 Single 
Horse and 1 Multiple (pair, tandem or four). 
Points will be allocated upon final placing of 
each team member within their respective 
class. Team members must be nominated by 
1800 Thursday 18 August.

INTERNATIONAL
Horse Fours World 
Championship
The FEI Horse Fours World Championships 
take place from August 31 until September 4 
in Breda. The FEI has agreed that additional 
individual entries for the Horse Fours Wold 
Championship will be accepted with up 
to 6 athletes per nation. The host nation, 
Netherlands, may enter nine athletes.

Promotion
Congratulations to Jeannie Lane who has 
successfully been promoted to Level 1  
FEI Steward.

1st Qualifier – Bury Farm Saturday 22 October
2nd Qualifier – Merrist Wood, Sunday 23 
October
Final – Addington, Saturday 5 November.

200 Club
The 200 Club has had the first draw of the 
season. Congratulations to the winners who 
are: 
£50 Erica Hine
£30 Jeff Bannister 
£20 Alwin Harrison 
£20 Jackie Robinson
£10 John Stafford
£10 Moira Macmillan
£10 Robin Ford
The next draw will take place during the 
Sandringham weekend.

Above: Ijsbrand Chardon, winner at the London 
International Horse Show, Olympia 2015 GENERAL

30% Ticket Discount for The 
London International Horse 
Show, Olympia 
Christmas is some time away yet but the ticket 
office for The London International Horse 
Show at Olympia is now open and once again 
the event organisers have offered British 
Carriagedriving members a discount of 30% 
on tickets for Thursday afternoon, Friday 
afternoon and Friday evening. The show dates 
are 13-19 December with the Extreme Driving 
class on Thursday afternoon and the first round 
of the FEI World CupTM Driving Leg on Friday 
afternoon.

When booking tickets, you will need to 
use the code BCOLYMPIA16. The organisers 
are happy for you to book tickets on behalf 
of friends and family. Book your tickets now 
through their website www.olympiahorseshow.
com or by calling the box office 0871 230 5580 
and quoting the code above. The sessions with 
driving are becoming increasingly popular so 
don’t delay your order.

British Masters Series
The best of the British four-in-hand drivers will 
once again be going head to head in a no holds 
barred competition this autumn in the fifth 
year of The British Masters series.  The winner 
will be put forward as the British Wildcard to 
compete in the FEI World Cup competition 
at The London International Horse Show, 
Olympia.
The dates for your diary are:
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