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British Carriagedriving 
OFFICIAL NEWS 
Council meeting
The date for the next meeting of the British 
Carriagedriving Council will be decided at the 
meeting on 23 March. 

Please remember that anyone with 
issues they wish to raise for Council’s 
consideration should submit these in writing 
to the BC Office at least a full week before 
the meeting date. Council members need 
sufficient time before meetings to read and 
consider all correspondence. In many cases, 
considerable deliberation is necessary in order 
to reach a well thought out decision. Any 
correspondence received after this cut off date 
will be carried over to the following meeting. 

National Clinic Report
Philip Bateman reports from the joint  
FEI/BC Clinic:

Almost 70 Judges, Course designers, 
Technical Delegates and Scorers from seven 
countries, including Australia, attended The 
Unicorn Trust at Stow on the Wold, for the 
annual National and FEI Clinic at the end  
of February.

Anne Marie Turbe (FRA), Christian Iseli 
(AUT) and Philip Bateman (GBR) were the 
Course Directors. Friday afternoon started 
with the Official FEI introduction and a joint 
session for all FEI participants to prepare for 
the start of the main clinic.  Saturday began 
with a short welcome and reminders about 
Event Officials’ respective responsibilities and 
duties, which was followed by a discussion 
on the rule amendments for 2016. After this 
the FEI and National groups split up to began 
their respective clinics.

Anne Marie Turbe, impressed the judges 
with her approach, looking for good basic 
training of the horse. It was felt that judging 
on the continent placed greater emphasis on 
the horse’s way of going and correctness of 
paces than it does in Great Britain. Naturally, 
a better understanding of what is required and 
a closer match of judges’ marking will help 
British drivers at every level.

Christian Iseli emphasised the importance 
of teamwork among all officials at an event 
and re-visited the basics of cones course 
design. He discussed obstacles, materials 
and ideas very knowledgeably, describing a 
South American robust plastic pipe, used for 
irrigation, which comes in many colours and 
is ideal for making horse-friendly obstacles. 
On the second day, he encouraged teamwork 
in a group exercise, designing a cones 
course by committee, and this produced an 
interestingly and testing result.

Philip Bateman took the technical 
delegates through some intensive training, 
with a passing in test, and when they had 
finished a passing out test. On Sunday 
morning, after a discussion on cones, 
everyone put on warm clothing to measure 
the newly built cones course and came 
up with some interesting comments and 
measurements.

Hans Gribnau from the Netherlands 
took the Scorers Clinic, with an astounding 
18 participants; the result was somewhat 
crowded, however the pupils managed to cope 
with the difficult job of becoming scorers.

On the social side, Unicorn host Sydney 
Smith was pleased to welcome the conference 
participants back again and Fran More 
produced an elegant three-course dinner 
which was enjoyed on Saturday evening. The 
social and networking aspect of the weekend 

is a key point, when new friends are made and 
working relationships are forged. Everyone 
could make a contribution and join in 
discussions based on their own experiences.

Report from Club Judges 
Clinic North
Eight participants from Cheshire, North West 
and North East driving clubs attended a clinic 
at the Rheged Centre in Penrith. Philippa 
Thompson, Level 2 FEI, national and club 
judge facilitated the event with the assistance 
of Pippa Hahn, a Grade 2 British Dressage 
(BD) rider and trainee BD judge.   

The clinic mainly concentrated on dressage 
judging and scales of training, with a little 
emphasis on cones and rules. With the 
assistance of some excellent video provided by 
Jean Lane from Sandringham 2015, the clinic 
focused on participants gaining confidence to 
judge fairly, and therefore avoid either judging 
too harshly (or too leniently), and large 
discrepancies in marks between judges.  
The clinic used an exercise to look at the 
remarks columns on dressage sheets and 
ensure that the marks awarded reflected the 
remarks given.  

Report from Club Judges 
Clinic South
Adam Wyllie reports from the Club Judges 
Clinic (South):

To avoid clashing with the Carriage 
Driving Fair, the clinic was rescheduled to 
be held at the David Broome Event Centre in 
conjunction with the Pre-Season Event. This 
was James Broome’s brainchild which was 
being trialled. There were 14 delegates at the 
clinic, two of whom also competed at  
the event (for a full report of the pre-season 
event, see page 28-29).

Both the clinic and the pre-season event 
turned out to be a fantastic success and being 
held combined was the perfect collaboration. 

The clinic began with the usual tea/
coffee meet and greet, which provided an 
opportunity to familiarise ourselves with 
James Rooney and our fellow attendees. 
The glorious Welsh sun shone through the 
morning and we were able to admire the view 
of the wonderful facilities from within the 
warm. We commenced with a presentation 
from James which covered everything from 
‘what makes a good judge’ to codes of conduct, 
procedures, the ‘correct’ way of going for a 
horse, recent rule changes and finished with a 
questionnaire to assess our knowledge so far. 

Left: The national clinic delegates outside the Unicorn 
Trust Centre, Stow on the Wold
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Following on, we focussed our newly 
acquired knowledge by analysing some 
previously judged tests and gauging which 
marks would be assigned to the comments. 
James focussed on the importance of justifying 
your mark for a movement with a comment, 
either to indicate a positive aspect of the 
movement or to justify the mark assigned, 
but with the overall focus being on providing 
constructive feedback.

A gloriously filling and elaborate lunch 
broke up the day and gave everyone the 
chance to digest both the morning’s intense 
but educational talk, and the array of meats, 
cheese and salads that James Broome’s team 
had kindly prepared.  

During the afternoon the significance of 
holding the clinic alongside the pre-season 
event came into its own. We were all able  
to observe live tests from a high vantage 
point, within the warm, and most importantly 
without distracting or impacting upon  
the drivers. The variety of turnouts allowed 
us to observe several tests, discuss certain 
movements, share ideas and offer  
constructive criticism. 

The day concluded with an evaluation, 
and it was unanimously thought that the 
collaboration of the clinic and event, the 
great facilities, the kind hospitality provided 
by James Broome and the organisation and 
knowledge of James Rooney made the day a 
huge success.

EVENTS
Catton National
Closing date for entries is Friday 22 April

Please note: the entry fee for Horse and 
Pony Fours is £205 and not as printed in  
the Yearbook.

Catton is the first selection event for 
the World Four-in-Hand Championships 
2016 in Breda at the end of August and 
the third selection event for World Singles 
Championships 2016 in Piber Köflach, Austria 

at the beginning of August. We look forward 
to seeing you at the first National event  
of 2016.

Tandem classes: Note for 
drivers and event organisers
1. Article 901 of the BC rules provides that 
classes may be amalgamated if required. If it is 
necessary to amalgamate the pony and horse 
tandems the following provisions will apply to 
the amalgamated classes:
• It is for individual event organisers to 

decide whether to amalgamate classes at 
their event;

• There will still be separate classes at the 
National Championships;

• Marathon speeds are to be the same as 
they would be for separate classes – horse 
speeds for horses and pony speeds  
for ponies;

• Cones speeds are to be the same as they 
would be for separate classes – horse speed 
for horses and pony speed for ponies;

• Cones width will be the same for horses 
and ponies at 165 cm.

• The highest placed pony tandem and 
the highest placed horse tandem will 
qualify for the national championships, 

disregarding those already qualified 
irrespective of the number of turnouts in 
the amalgamated class.
2. Article 912 of the BC rules sets out age 

limits and there is an inconsistency between 
the first line of the table (which applies to all 
Tandems) and the third line (which applies to 
all Pony Classes). This table should be read as 
if the word “all” in the first line was replaced 
with the word “Horse”. Thus a driver between 
14 and 17 may drive a pony tandem provided 
their groom is 18 years or over and provided 
they meet the eligibility criteria set out in 
Annex 16.

New FEI Clean Sport 
website
The new Clean Sport website has been 
launched. It has been re-designed to become 
more user-friendly and contains updated 
educational resources and new videos 
explaining how testing works and the 
principle of Clean Sport. To access to the new 
website see www.fei.org/fei/cleansport.

Above: Karen Bassett with her four-in-hand 
competing at Catton in 2015. Below: Jane Smith at 
Catton in 2015. Photos Jane Wilson


