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OFFICIAL NEWS 
Council meeting
The date for the next meeting of the British 
Carriagedriving Council will be at the start 
of 2016. The date will be confirmed after the 
meeting which took place on 25 November. 
Please see the paragraph below regarding 
submission of correspondence for Council’s 
consideration and contact the BC office if you 
wish to know the exact date.

Submitting Correspondence 
to Council
While Council appreciate that information 
now travels speedily via e-mail etc, they request 
that anyone with issues they wish to raise 
for Council’s consideration submits these in 
writing to the BC Office at least a full week 
before the meeting date. Council members 
need sufficient time before meetings to read 
and consider all correspondence (they all have 
busy lives). Please remember that yours will not 
be the only item they have to consider. In many 
cases, considerable deliberation is necessary in 
order to reach a well thought out decision. Any 
correspondence received after this cut off date 
will be carried over to the following meeting. 
Council now meet four times per year, generally 
January, April, July and October. Should there 
be any issues requiring further discussion, 
additional meetings may be added as required.

New Horse Pairs Class Rep 
Following the British Carriagedriving 
Conference, Louise McCutcheon has handed 
over the role of Horse Pairs Class Rep to Derrick 
Mayes. For some time Louise had felt she was 
unable to attend suffiient events due to family 
commitments. There was universal support 
from the Horse Pairs for Derrick who is well 
known throughout the Open and Advanced 
Classes and had served as Chef d’Equipe for the 
Horse Pairs at International level for many years.

New Pony Tandem Class
Sue Mayes has been the Pony Tandem Class 
Rep for many years and those driving tandem 
are grateful for her support. As she has now 
moved to Single Pony she felt the time was right 
to pass on the reins to her successor. Rupert 
Barnard has agreed to take on this role. He 
will be a strong advocate for this class and has 
already persuaded a rethink over the exclusion 
of tandems from the proposed Countryman 
Fairs events.

AGM and Conference 2015
The AGM and Conference were held on 
Saturday 31 October. A full report from the 
Conference has been sent to all members by 
e-mail. If you have not received a copy this could 
be due to an overflowing inbox, a restricted 
address or an address that had errors. Please 
contact the BC office if you wish to update your 

British Carriagedriving 

Above: New Horse Pairs Class RepDerrick Mayes
Below: Taking over as the new Tandem Class 
Reprsentative, Rupert Barnard

e-mail address. If you do not have e-mail and 
wish a postal copy of the Conference Report, 
please contact the BC office.

Ph
ot

o:
 C

al
lu

m
 W

ils
on

042-043_BC News.indd   42 19/11/2015   12:51



British Carriagedriving, East Overhill, 
Stewarton, Kilmarnock, Ayrshire KA3 5JT 

t: 0845 6432116
e: email@britishcarriagedriving.co.uk
w: www.britishcarriagedriving.co.uk
Office open Mon-Fri 8am to 12 noon
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EVENTS
Dan Naprous Wins Olympia 
Wild Card
After wining the first two rounds of the British 
Masters Series for indoor four-in-hand drivers, 
who would have bet against Dick Lane finally 
achieving his ambition to drive at The London 
International Horse Show at Olympia? Dick 
had been in form all year, representing Britain 
at the FEI European Championships at Aachen 
where he drove one of his best marathons. All 
was going well until the final event at Addington. 
Here, the experience of Dan Naprous paid off as 
he has already competed twice at Olympia. He 
handled the pressure on the night and drove fast 
without errors to take the coveted wild card. 

Dan will be competing against Boyd Exell 
(AUS), Ijsbrand Chardon (NED), Jozsef 
Dobrovitz (HUN), Koos de Ronde (NED), 
Georg von Stein (GER) and Glenn Geerts (BEL).

Olympia Show Offer
This is your last chance to book tickets to see the 
talented international drivers in action. Saturday 
evening is already sold out but BC members have 
been offered a considerable discount for tickets 
to see World Class Equestrian competition 
at its festive best at Olympia. The London 
International Horse Show takes place from 
15- 21 December. In addition to the FEI World 
CupTM competitions in driving, show jumping 
and dressage there are many other attractions 
including some fabulous Christmas shopping!

BC members enjoy a 30% discount on 
tickets on Thursday 17 afternoon, Friday 18 
afternoon and Friday evening with the code 
‘Carriagedriving’. Book your tickets now through 
the website www.olympiahorseshow.com or by 
calling the box office 0871 230 5580 and quoting 
‘Carriagedriving’. Two of these sessions include 
the FEI World Cup driving competitions, so this 
is an excellent offer from the event organisers.

GENERAL
Boyd Exell wins FEI Best 
Athlete award 
Speaking after his success, Boyd Exell said: “How 
good is that for the sport of carriage driving?” 
The Reem Acra Best Athlete Award is presented 
to someone who has demonstrated exceptional 
equestrian skills and has taken the sport to a new 
level over the last 12 months. Boyd was one of six 
exceptionally well known international athletes 
nominated for this award. The others were 
Jaques Ferrari (FRA), William Fox Pitt (GBR), 
Ingrid Klimke (GER), Charlotte Dujardin (GBR) 
and Jeroen Dubbeldam (NED).

Boyd feels it may be slightly beyond his skills 
to have driving elevated to the level of Olympic 
discipline, but with all the delegates from around 
the world present at the FEI General Assembly, 
he felt this really raised the profile of driving in 
the equestrian world.

Boyd Exell has been at the top of the sport 
for many years. Although no longer a member 

of BC since his move to The Netherlands almost 
a year ago, he has previously enjoyed a great 
deal of success at British events, winning the BC 
National Championships nine times since 2002. 
He continues to train drivers in Britain and is 
team trainer for many of our international teams.

At an international level, Boyd’s achievemnts 
will be hard to beat. He has been FEI World 
Driving Champion four times, been crowned 
FEI World Cup™ Champion no fewer than six 
times and is the current FEI World Cup™ Driving 
Champion after winning in Bordeaux (FRA) this 
year. In the new 2015/2016 season, he has won 
seven out of nine competitions, finishing second 
in the other two, and is currently world number 
one in the FEI Driving Rankings.

In addition to being the most successful 
four-in-hand driver over such a long stretch of 
time, he was also a dedicated member on the FEI 
Driving Committee for four years.

200 Club
The winners of the double draw made just before 
the Conference are: 

£50 Penny Bragg 
£30 Eric Moss 
£20 Amanda Hawley 
£20 Deb Daniel 
£10 James Broome 
£10 Prilly Baron 
£10 Alan Pretious

Nominations Open for the 
Prestigious SEIB Meritoire 
Award 
The annual SEIB Meritoire award is presented 
to the person who, in the opinion of the Awards 
Committee has made an outstanding lifetime 
contribution to the performance sport horse and 
pony breeding industry.

Previous winners have been the Louella 
Stud for their contribution to sport horse 
breeding; Johanna Vardon, founder of the 
National Foaling Bank, for her contribution 

to the health and wellbeing of orphaned foals; 
Archie Smith Maxwell, breeder of Jumbo, one 
of the highest ranking event sires of all time; 
Professor Graham Suggett in recognition for 
a lifetime’s contribution to breeding through 
encouraging British studbooks to work together 
and his Chairmanship of the former National 
Equine Database. In 2015 the Award was 
made posthumously to Richard Meade OBE, 
for his considerable competition success, his 
chairmanship of the British Horse Foundation 
for over 20 years and his unflinching support of 
British breeding.

Nicolina Mackenzie, Marketing Manager of 
SEIB says: “Our Company is proud to sponsor 
the Meritoire, we pride ourselves on customer 
service, which is in keeping with the philosophy 
of this award. SEIB understands that quality and 
longevity must be a priority when considering 
how valuable any contribution has been to the 
horse world which we all value so much”. 

If there is someone you believe has made, or 
is making a valuable contribution to this sector 
of the British breeding industry and would be 
a worthy recipient of this esteemed award, visit 
the BEF website to download a nomination 
form (www.bef.co.uk). Nominations close on 4 
December 2015. 

The award will be presented at the annual 
British Breeders’ Awards Dinner, hosted and 
organised by the British Horse Foundation in 
London on 16 January 2016.

Reem Accra Best Athelete, Boyd Exell with 
Hollywood Actress Bo Derek and chair of the FEI 
Awards 2015 jury FEI President Ingmar de Vos 
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