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OFFICIAL NEWS 
Council meeting
The date for the next meeting of the British 
Carriagedriving Council is Wednesday 30 
September.

AGM and Conference 2015
The AGM and Conference are being held 
on Saturday 31 October in a new venue, the 
Donington Manor Hotel, High Street, Castle 
Donington, DE74 2PP. Tel: 01332 810253. A 
preferential room rate is available, by quoting 
reference BRIT301015, with B & B in a double, 
Twin, Double Deluxe, Courtyard Double or 
Courtyard Twin costing £69, Superior – B & 
B - £89 and a Suite – B & B - £109.

The 2014 Annual Accounts, notice of the 
AGM and proxy forms were sent to members 
at the end of August. Proxy forms may only be 
completed by voting members.

The programme for the day will be:
11.00-11.30  Welcome & Coffee
11.30-13.00  Meetings
• Affiliated Clubs’ Meeting. It is planned to 

have a discussion about ways the clubs and 
British Carriagedriving can benefit each 
other and look towards developing the 
sport for the future.

• International Meeting. Feedback wash 
up for 2015 teams with a look forward to 
2016. 

13.00-14.15  Lunch
14.15  AGM
14.30  GB at the Championships

A report from each of our teams who have 
competed at Championships in 2015.
15.00  Members’ Conference
16.00  Approx finish

EVENTS
National Championships
News from this year’s National 
Championships will be in the November issue 
as the print deadline falls before the event 
this year. The one title decided so far was the 
Advanced Horse Pairs class which sees Angela 
Flanagan take the title for 2015. This took 
place before the event at Cirencester due to 
the proximity of the date for the FEI Horse 
Pairs World Championship. 

Fenix Carriages and 
Howden Insurance Driver of 
the Year Awards
The Driver of the Year awards continue to be 
sought after and Mark Broadbent of Fenix 
Carriages has again been toiling in his workshop 
to craft the trophies for the winners. These 
depict a silver phoenix on a black stand for the 
Intermediate, Open and Advanced Leagues. 
Sculptor, Elizabeth Henderson, creates beautiful 
driving horse heads in bronze resin mounted 
on a wooden plinth for the Howden Insurance 
Novice winners.

The trophies and sashes are presented during 
the BC National Championships at Cirencester. 

Congratulations to the 2015 Fenix Champion 
Pony Drivers of the Year: Nick Hammond 
(Intermediate), David Wagstaff-Myers (Open), 
Kim Usher (Advanced), Ian Gilbert (Open Pair), 
Anna Grayston (Advanced Pair), Jeff Ormerod 
(Tandem) and helen Cruickshank (Fours).

Congratulations to the 2015 Fenix Champion 
Horse Drivers of the Year: Bryan Gauson 
(Intermediate), Sara Clough (Open), Jeff 
Bannister (Advanced), Mark Carruthers (Open 

Pair), Angela Flanagan (Advanced Pair), Irene 
Parker (Tandem) and Pippa Bassett (Fours).

Congratulations to the Howden Insurance 
Champion Novice Pony Driver of the Year, 
Elaine Brown and to the Howden Insurance 
Champion Novice Horse Driver of the Year, 
Grace Smith.

Worshipful Company of 
Saddlers
BC is grateful once again for the continued 
support from the Worshipful Company of 
Saddlers who present a hand stitched 
English leather headcollar to the 
para-equestrian driver and 
young driver (as stipulated for 
BC Young Members) with 
the lowest overall score 
(irrespective of the class 
entered). If the driver 
with the lowest overall 
score is already in receipt 
of a Saddlers’ prize in 
2015, the headcollar for 
that event is awarded 
to the next eligible 
driver. Multiple prizes 
are awarded if there are 
no eligible drivers not yet in 
receipt of a Saddlers’ prize at 
that event. In addition, each class 
winner at the British Young Drivers’ 
National Championships will receive a 
headcollar.

British Carriagedriving 

Above: Jo Broadbent with her team of ponies in the 
cones at the FEI Pony Championships at Breda.
Below right: Roger Campbell in Obstacle 2 at Breda 
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British Carriagedriving, East Overhill, 
Stewarton, Kilmarnock, Ayrshire KA3 5JT 

t: 0845 6432116
e: email@britishcarriagedriving.co.uk
w: www.britishcarriagedriving.co.uk
Office open Mon-Fri 8am to 12 noon
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HORSE DRIVING TRIALS 

INTERNATIONAL 
Medals for GBR
What a tremendous result for the pony drivers 
in Breda who came home with a team bronze 
medal with Anna Grayston winning individual 
gold in the Pony Pairs. There were some 
wonderful highs and some serious lows but the 
team spirit was excellent throughout. With easy 
flights and a conveniently placed hotel a short 
walk from the show ground, a large British 
contingent had travelled over to Breda in The 
Netherlands to cheer on our drivers and there 
was plenty to cheer about. 

The competitors’ journey was the first major 
challenge with blockades and closures at Calais 
which required re-routing via Dunkirk for 
most of our team. 

The GBR Chef d’Equipe was Jill Holah who 
commented that the new format 

with three singles, three pairs 
and two fours plus one 

individual made the 
logistics of organising 

group course walks 
very tricky. Team 
trainers Boyd 
Exell and Wilf 
Bowman-Ripley 
never stopped 
all weekend as 
both were also 
competing in 
the CAIO4*-H4 

event which ran 
alongside the 

championships. 
The mud will be 

remembered by all for 
some time. Lack of tracking 

created mud, best described as 
liquid chocolate, but despite this the 

stables and areas around the lorry park stayed 

remarkably dry. Boyd did say that he got his 
lorry out with little trouble on the Saturday 
night, having had practice at a number of British 
events! The British contingent had to be towed 
out on Sunday night, but a fleet of large tractors 
worked on through the night to get everyone on 
the move. At least the hotel had a hose and boot 
brushes at the front door for guests to remove 
the worst on their return in the evening. 

A very nice touch on behalf of the British 
drivers was to host a drinks party for all the 
supporters after the marathon where the truly 
amazing Union flag cake was cut. This was 
much appreciated by all. 

Sadly, the organisers were unfamiliar with 
the Union flag and raised the Belgian flag in 
error during the team medal ceremony. At 
least they managed to correct this for Anna’s 
gold medal although the crowd were invited to 
sing the English National Anthem. There were 
certainly some aspects of the organisation 
which could have been improved.

All the drivers accredited themselves well 
and can be pleased with their performances, 
particularly those at their first World 
Championship: team members Jo Broadbent, 
Robert Buck and Alan Clarke and Gary Power 
who competed as an individual.

FEI 2* at Hopetoun and 
Sandringham in 2016
Hopetoun, which runs next year from 
the 26-29 May, and Sandringham which 
takes pace on 24-26 June, have submitted 
applications to the 2015 FEI calendar to run 
as 2* international events, as they did in 2015. 
This will once again give British drivers an 
opportunity to gain a qualifying score as part 
of their FEI World Championship selection 
process and allow others to gain valuable 
experience of international competition. 
National classes will be run alongside the 
international event and Hopetoun will 
also run National classes for Advanced 
competitors.

It is strongly recommended that the 
qualification process is undertaken before 
the start of the selection events as it can place 
unnecessary pressure otherwise on the driver, 
particular those driving pairs or fours. 

Anti-doping
The FEI have issued the following warning:
“Caution: Undeclared Prohibited Substance(s) 
in equine product FUSTEX
It has come to the FEI’s knowledge that the 
product FUSTEX, manufactured by Chinfield 
S.A. and used in particular to stimulate 
muscle work, may contain propoxyphene and/
or potentially other prohibited substances. 
However, the substance propoxyphene is 
not listed as an ingredient of FUSTEX in the 
product information made available by the 
manufacturer. Propoxyphene is a banned 
substance under the FEI Equine Prohibited List, 
and its use at any time, as well as its presence 
in a horse’s sample at any time, constitute an 
Equine Anti-Doping Rule violation.
The FEI is therefore cautioning its 
stakeholders against the use of FUSTEX. 
Lack of knowledge regarding the ingredients 
of FUSTEX will not be a valid excuse in any 
Equine Anti-Doping procedures.” 

GENERAL
Olympia Show Offer
Don’t forget that BC members have been 
offered a considerable discount for tickets 
to see World class equestrian competition 
at its festive best at Olympia. The London 
International Horse Show takes place from 
15-21 December with FEI World Cup™ 
competitions in driving, show jumping and 
dressage and many other attractions, including 
some fabulous Christmas shopping!

BC members enjoy a 30% discount on 
tickets on Thursday 17 afternoon, Friday 18 
afternoon and Friday evening with the code 
‘Carriagedriving’. Book your tickets now 
through our website www.olympiahorseshow.
com or by calling the box office 0871 230 5580 
and quoting ‘Carriagedriving’. Two of these 
sessions include the FEI World Cup™ driving 
competitions, so this is an excellent offer from 
the event organisers.

Gold medal winner, Anna Grayston with team GB 
chef d’equipe Jill Holah on their victory lap at Breda

042-043_BC News.indd   43 18/09/2015   10:40


