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OFFICIAL NEWS 
Council meeting
� e date for the next meeting of the British 
Carriagedriving Council is Wednesday 
30 September.

AGM and Conference 2015
A quick reminder that this year’s AGM and 
Conference take place on Saturday 31 October 
in a new venue, the Donington Manor Hotel, 
High Street, Castle Donington, DE74 2PP. 
Tel: 01332 810 253. A preferential room rate is 
available, by quoting reference BRIT301015, 
with B & B in a double, twin, double deluxe, 
courtyard double or courtyard twin costing 
£69; superior – B & B - £89 and a suite – 
B & B - £109.

EVENTS
National Championships
Closing date for entries
Monday 7 September
Quali� ed competitors will now have received 
their schedule and invitation to compete. If you 
feel you have quali� ed and not received this 
paperwork, please contact the BC o�  ce. 

Single Horse Award
A new award has been donated by the 
single horse class in memory of Terry 
Bailey. This can be won by any competitor 
in any of the four single horse classes at the 
National Championships, where it will be 
presented. A new system has been devised 

which opens the possibility of winning the 
beautiful bronze sculpture (pictured above) 
evenly between all the classes based on 
results of placings in the dressage 
and marathon.

The sculptress Joel (Jo Walker) 
specialises in detailed sculpture portraits of 
people and animals, and statues designed 
for the environment and her work has won 
many awards including the Gift of the Year 
award 1994.

INTERNATIONAL
� e following drivers will shortly be embarking 
on the trip to Breda for the FEI Pony World 
Championships where a large contingent of 
supporters is expected. We have three drivers 
representing us in each category:

SINGLES
ROBERT 
BUCK
Robert, who 
settled in the 
UK from South 
Africa some 30 
years ago, is 
an equestrian 
trainer and MD 
of a veterinary 
distribution 
company. Robert, from Gloucestershire, 
comes from an eventing background 
having worked with Gill Watson training 

the Junior British Eventing team, and 
his younger daughter Maria is a talented 
young event rider. He produces horses and 
ponies for eventing, dressage and driving, 
and is currently training school teams at 
Cheltenham. Robert was introduced to 
driving by former British Team member 
Julie Camm, whose ponies he now 
competes. Robert has had considerable 
success on the Continent, but this is his first 
World Championship. He will be driving 
Thorneyside Emporer, with Kasawell 
Blackjack as reserve pony, with Julie’s 
brother-in-law John Ansell on the backstep 
for the marathon. Julie and her mother 
Barbara head the support team which also 
includes Chris van Reen (groom for 
the dressage and cones), and Sue and 
Geoff Squirrell.

SUE MART
Sue, MD of 
Bennington 
Carriages in 
Nottinghamshire, 
started driving 
with the BDS 
and backstepped 
for her father 
Michael, before 
the roles were 
soon reversed! She was a member of Team 
GBR at the World Championships at Greven 
in 2009 where she was the highest placed 
British driver, and will again by driving her 
part-bred Welsh gelding, Steppers Viceroy, 
which she part owns with her father. She and 
her backstepper, sister Wendy Palfrey, are a 
formidable team and are supported by their 
parents. � ey are also supported by Erica 
Hine, while Wendy’s � ve-year-old son Charlie 
is already learning the ropes! Sue is sponsored 
by Bennington Carriages, a company started 
by her parents some 50 years ago and now 
also home to the Bennington Carriages 
Driving Academy. 

ROSANNA WALTERS-
SYMONS
Rosanna, who is 
a PhD Student at 
Exeter University, 
started driving 
at the age of 
nine with the 
encouragement 
of mother Anne, 
who continues 

British Carriagedriving 



British Carriagedriving, East Overhill,
Stewarton, Kilmarnock, Ayrshire KA3 5JT

t: 0845 6432116
e: email@britishcarriagedriving.co.uk
w: www.britishcarriagedriving.co.uk
Of� ce open Mon-Fri 8am to 12 noon

September 2015 Carriage Driving  43 

HORSE DRIVING TRIALS 

to be a vital part of the team. She regularly 
attended BHDTA training camps at the 
Unicorn Trust and has trained with Boyd Exell 
for many years. She won the individual silver 
medal at the last World Championships at Pau 
and will again be driving her Welsh Section D, 
Dabernon Tiger Woods, with boyfriend Ben 
Freer on the backstep for the marathon. She is 
sponsored by Zilco Harness, Succeed, Helen 
Tompkins and Stringer Equine.

PAIRS
ROGER CAMPBELL
Roger is a welder/
fabricator 
originally from 
Devon, but 
currently living in 
Germany, while 
his ponies, owned 
by Emma Burge, 
are based at Boyd 
Exell’s new yard 
in Holland. He 
started driving his 
grandmother’s pony at an early age, and has 
always been encouraged by his family who are 
all heavily involved in driving. He bene� tted 
from the BHDTA Unicorn Trust Junior 
clinics and training from Boyd Exell and then 
worked for Georgina Hunt before progressing 
to National competitions himself. He has been 
National Champion in all the singles divisions 
as well as the pony pairs, and this will be his 
second senior World Championship, having 
� nished � ® h in Pau in 2013 with a single. 
Brother Frank will again be on the backstep 
for the marathon, with sister Clare on the 
carriage for dressage and cones, while parents 
James and Mary-Jane keep the show on the 
road. Two of the ponies, Belle de Jour and 
Capitola Mr Houdini, were bred by Emma 
Burge, while the third was purchased earlier 
this year. � ey are sponsored by the Excalibur 
syndicate and Zilco harness.

ALAN CLARKE
� is will be the 
� rst British 
Team experience 
for Alan, a 
farrier from 
Cambridgeshire. 
He has been 
driving for some 
25 years and has 
been National 
Champion with a 
pony tandem and 
four-in-hand, as well as with a pair. He has 
owned his three Welsh ponies, Brimstone 
Cerdin, Laddie and Tyrllawn the Boss, since 
they were youngsters and is supported by 
wife Lyndsey, who backsteps for him on the 
marathon, and by daughter Sacha. Like all 
the pony drivers, Alan acknowledges that 

without the help and support of his family he 
would not be able to drive. 

ANNA GRAYSTON
Anna from Kent, 
divides her time 
between working 
as a UKcc carriage 
driving coach 
and being mum 
to three-year-old 
George. Anna, 
who started 
driving at the age 
of 13 after hip 
surgery, contested 
her first FEI Championship with a pony 
team at the Europeans at Saumur in 1999 
and has won the National title in every 
category – single, pair, tandem and team. 
She is a coach and selector for the British 
Young Drivers. She won individual bronze 
at the last World Championships in Pau in 
2013 and will be driving the same elegant 
bay pair – Kings Irish Son and Bluewillow 
Johnny Reb, with Kings Blaze, now owned 
by Anna’s regular backstepper Kerry 
Whiteman, coming in for the marathon. In 
addition to Kerry, Anna will be supported 
at Breda by Nadine Emblen and Anna 
Jackson, but will be leaving husband Paul 
and young George at home.

FOURS
SARA HOWE
Sara, a UKcc 
Level 3 Coach 
from Kent, grew 
up with horses as 
her parents had 
riding stables. At 
the age of 17 she 
went to work for 
Peter Munt and 
stayed for seven 
years, learning 
everything about 
competition driving while working as his 
head girl and navigator. She also assisted with 
� lm and stunt work. Her mother, Leonie 
Marshall, helps with her dressage training, 
while daughter Phillipa is also a talented 
driver (as well as event rider). Sara is active 
in all � elds of driving, including chef d’equipe 
and now trainer for the Team GBR Juniors 
and also the Paras. She is an RDA assessor and 
past Area Commissioner for the BDS. She will 
be competing with a team of Welsh ponies, 
combining some of her original chestnut 
team with some new greys previously driven 
by Tim Bradford. Sara, who is sponsored by 
Saracens, Horse First, Livis Company and 
John Fullagar, will as usual have Trish Jones 
and Sarah MacLaughlin on the back of the 
carriage for the marathon, and will also be 
supported at Breda by Charlotte Mansi-Clarke 
and Chris Withers.

GARY POWER
Gary is a farrier 
from Essex. A® er 
participating in 
hunting, cross-
country and 
show jumping, 
Gary started 
competing in 
private driving 
and then moved 
to driving trials, 
with a single 
and then a pair, as a sport that all his horsey 
family could enjoy. � is will be his � rst World 
Championship and he will be driving a team 
of Welsh Section Cs and Ds, one of which, 
23-year-old Hugo, was part of his original 
pair. Gary’s wife Helen grooms for him, and is 
accompanied by David � omas. Gary is also 
supported by his three sons, including 10 year 
old Jack.

JOANNA BROADBENT
Joanna, from 
Devon, started 
driving as a 
teenager, and was 
successful with 
a single horse, 
being selected 
for the World 
Championships 
at Pratoni in 
2010, only for the 
horse to go lame just before the event. 
Her team of black Welsh ponies are relatively 
inexperienced, but have had a successful 
season on the national circuit and recently 
completed the international event at Minden 
(Germany). Joanne helps husband and horse 
team driver Mark to run Fenix Carriages 
which builds modern and traditional 
carriages, o  ̄ers training and schooling 
facilities and advises bodies throughout the 
world. Joanna will have Ellie Wallace on the 
carriage at Breda, and also Mark, replacing 
usual backstepper Anja Walker, who on this 
occasion takes on the role of team vet. As well 
as being supported by Fenix Carriages, Jo is 
sponsored by Tristar Horseboxes.
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