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44 Carriage Driving August 2015

OFFICIAL NEWS 
Council meeting
The date for the next meeting 
of the British Carriagedriving 
Council is Wednesday 30 
September.

AGM and 
Conference 
2015
This year’s AGM and 
Conference take place 
on Saturday 31 October 
in a new venue, the 
Donington Manor 
Hotel, High Street, Castle 
Donington, DE74 2PP. Tel: 
01332 810 253. Like previous 
venues in Kegworth, this is 
only a few miles from East 
Midlands airport. Further details 
will be sent to all members with 
their AGM notice and a newsletter by 
the end of August.

Council elections
It seems early to be considering the need to 
elect new Council members but please start 
giving some thought to anyone you may 
wish to propose (with their permission of 
course) to this office. It is worth remembering 
that Council members are in fact Company 
Directors and so need to be comfortable 
taking on this responsibility.

EVENTS
Please remember that you can enter regional 
events as an Associate BC member and your 
groom can join for a single event if required. 
Should you qualify for, and wish to enter the 
National Championships, then a membership 
upgrade would be required.

Redenham Park 
Regional Event
Closing date for entries - Saturday 15 August
With the season now well underway, drivers 
can start looking forward to the new regional 
event at Redenham Park which, with 
Scarvagh House on the same weekend, offers 
the last chance to qualify for the National 
Championships. Please check the schedule for 
the classes offered as regional events do not 
necessarily have the full range of classes you 
expect at a national event.

The course is set in parkland, fields, 
headlands, woodlands and farm tracks with 

a couple of short country lane stretches. All 
seven obstacles are set in the front park with 
easy access for walking/spectating.

There will be a mobile caterer on site all 
weekend. There’s a BBQ party on Saturday 
night with all salads, rolls etc supplied but you 
must bring and cook your own meat on the 
BBQ supplied.

Shane’s Castle Regional 
Event 29-30 Aug
Closing Date for Entries - Wednesday  
12 August
Please note the change of venue for this event. 
Shane’s Castle is a very large estate on the edge 
of Lough Neagh owned by Lord O’Neill and 
his family on the outskirts of Antrim and only 
18 miles from the Larne ferry terminal and 
two miles from the M2 motorway.

Stabling is available on site for £12  
per night and can be booked through 
the event secretary, Berry McCrae tel: 
02892651506/ 07901957897 or email:  
berry.mccrae@btinternet.com.

On site catering is available on Saturday 
and Sunday and there is a welcome reception 
on Friday evening. The party atmosphere  
does not stop here as there will be a pig on 
spit and a dance with the prize giving on 
Saturday evening.

National Championships
Closing date for entries - Monday 

7 September
With over 100 competitors already 

qualified and two nationals and 
five regionals still to come, the 

2015 championships promise 
to be as good as ever.

The course is being 
re-routed to give variety 
from last year and new 
obstacles introduced 
to replace the logs and 
straw bales. Everything is 
being done to ensure an 
improved water supply.

Following the 
presentation of awards 
on Saturday evening, 

including the Fenix and 
Howden Insurance Drivers 

of the Year, there will be a 
championship supper which 

we hope as many as possible will 
attend. The meal will consist of roast 

beef and vegetables followed by apple 
pie for only £8 per head. A vegetarian 

option is also available.
Donations and sponsorship is still 

urgently required so if you feel you can help 
please contact the organiser, David Titmuss, 
on 01525 404263 or by email: treasurer@
britishcarriagedriving.co.uk.

Offers to help with stewarding should 
be directed to Julia Crockford, Stewards 
Convener, email: jjcrockford@aol.com.

The entries secretary, Christine Twigg, 
notes that she will be abroad from Friday 14 
to Monday 24 August. To assist her with the 
organisation of the entries, she has asked for 
drivers to submit their national championship 
entry as early as possible so that she can get 
much of the preparation done before she 
leaves for the FEI European Championships. 
Letters to all qualified drivers will be posted 
by the beginning of August so if you feel 
you have qualified and have not received an 
official notification with a schedule and entry 
form, please contact the BC office. Qualifiers 
from the two regional events at the end of 
August should let the BC office know of their 
intention to enter the national championships 
as soon as possible on Monday after the event.

Quad bike passes
Following a recent rise in the number of quad 
bike passes requested for use in the obstacles 
and arenas, Council reviewed the current 
method of distribution and agreed that these 
would be issued to persons in possession of a 
Local Authority Blue Badge. Please remember 
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British Carriagedriving, East Overhill,
Stewarton, Kilmarnock, Ayrshire KA3 5JT
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	 is year BC members are o� ered a discount 
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HORSE DRIVING TRIALS 

that use of these vehicles to access the 
obstacles is at the discretion of the 
land owner. If anyone has a disability 
which precludes them from walking 
round the obstacles or the cones 
course, you may apply to the BC offi  ce 
for a temporary pass for a specifi c 
event. Th is should be accompanied by 
an up to date doctor’s letter.

GENERAL
Olympia
See world class equestrian competition at 
its festive best at Olympia, Th e London 
International Horse Show takes place from 
15-21 December and BC members get a great 
discount! With FEI World Cup™ competitions 
in driving, show jumping and dressage as 
well as thrilling international displays it is the 
perfect Christmas family day out. Enjoy the 
exciting Kennel Club Dog Agility and ever 
popular Shetland Pony Grand National as well 
as a visit from Father Christmas himself! 

BC members enjoy a 30% discount on 
tickets on Th ursday 17 aft ernoon, Friday 18 
aft ernoon and Friday evening with the code 
‘Carriagedriving’. Book your tickets now 
through our website www.olympiahorseshow.
com or by calling the box offi  ce 0871 230 
5580, quoting ‘Carriagedriving’. Two of these 
sessions include the FEI World Cup driving 
competitions so this is an excellent off er from 
the event organisers.

Insurance
Insurance provision is a frequently 
misunderstood area for members if the phone 
calls received by the BC offi  ce are an indication. 
Members of affi  liated clubs should remember 
that their insurance provision is only applicable 

while competing at an event organised by 
the club of which they are a member. Club 
membership does not cover you to compete in 
events organised by other clubs. Affi  liated clubs 
need to ensure that everyone taking part in 
their event is either a member of their own club 
or a BC member (associate or above) unless 
they are happy to accept alternative forms of 
proof of insurance.

Some people employ a paid groom to 
work for them and then pay for them to be an 
associate member of BC. Our insurers note that, 
“By being an associate member the employee 
would be covered for any incident that might 
be pursued against the groom in his or her own 
right.” While this off ers a level of protection 
for their employee, this is not all the insurance 
that is required. Howdens note, “Where this 
point is diff erent is in a situation whereby the 
employee is injured in the course of his or her 
employment with the “driver”, whether that be 
in the course of taking part in a carriage driving 
activity on behalf of their employer or not, 
and as a result of sustaining an injury decides 
to pursue a claim for damages against their 
employer. In this situation the employer would 
not be indemnifi ed under that individual’s 
associate membership. Purchasing an associate 

membership for their employees is not a 
substitute for having employers liability 
insurance which as employers they are 
obliged to have by law.”

If you need employer’s liability 
insurance, please check your existing 
policies, including your household policy, 
as cover may be provided by this means.

200 Club Winners
Heather Clark has noted that the winners 
of the Sandringham draw are: 

• £50 Arthur Laws 
• £30 Andrew Counsell 
• £20 Jonathon Rees 
• £20 Derrick Mayes 
• £10 Patti Atkinson 
• £10 Margo Smith 
• £10 Margaret Andrews

INTERNATIONAL
Following completion of the selection process 
for forthcoming championships, the following 
teams have been announced:

FEI European Championships 
2015 (Horse four-in-hand) in 
Aachen, Germany
18-22 August 
Aft er a selection process where the best two 
scores from three events were counted, the 
following drivers will represent Britain in 
Aachen at the European Championships.
• Dick Lane
• Karen Bassett
• Wilf Bowman-Ripley

FEI World Pony 
Championships 2015 Breda, 
Netherlands 
2-6 September 
Aft er a selection process fraught with 
changes to partnerships, the following have 
been selected to travel to the Netherlands in 
September, an event at which a large contingent 
of home support is expected to be in 
attendance to cheer them on.

Single Pony
• Rosanna Walters-Symons
• Sue Mart
• Robert Buck

Pony Pairs
• Roger Campbell
• Anna Grayston
• Alan Clarke

Pony Fours
• Sara Howe
• Joanna Broadbent
• Gary Power

FEI World Horse Pairs 
Championships 2015 
Fábiánsebestyén, Hungary 
10-13 September 
Aft er the fi nal selection for the World Horse 
Pairs Championships in Hungary, the following 
drivers are eligible to represent Great Britain:
• James Broome
• Angela Flanagan
• David Matthews.
A fi nal decision about their participation will 
be made in due course.
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