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44 Carriage Driving July 2015

OFFICIAL NEWS 
Council Meeting
The date for the next meeting of the British 
Carriagedriving Council is Wednesday 1 July.

EVENTS
British Young Drivers’ 
National Championships
Closing Date for Entries - Saturday 11 July

With generous assistance from Baileys 
Horse Feeds, Ruth Auton and Midlands 
Carriagedriving have taken on the task of 
organising the British Young Drivers’ National 
Championships on the weekend of 25/26 July. 
You have to be aged 10-25 to take part and 
the qualifications required are detailed in the 
schedule which is published on the web-
site and in the 2015 British Carriagedriving 
Yearbook along with the rules of this event. 
You are asked to enter on the specific Young 
Drivers’ Championship entry form which is 
published as the final page of the schedule on 
the website.

There are numerous prizes on offer all 
weekend. Immaculate turnout at the Trop Up 
will be rewarded as will the Best Turned Out 
in each class. In addition to 1st - 6th place 
rosettes, the Worshipful Company of Saddlers 
will present a hand stitched English leather 
headcollar to the winner of each class.

Don’t forget to enjoy yourselves at the get 
together on Saturday night where a hot meal 
will be served under cover. 

Allerton Park: Regional
Closing Date for Entries - Monday 13 July
The popular Allerton Park event, run by 
the North Eastern Driving Trials Ltd., takes 

place on 25-26 July and offers competitors 
the full range of classes. Fenix Driver of the 
Year points are up for grabs as is National 
Championship qualification. The event offers 
catering on site with catering in the marquee 
on Saturday night. The marathon route is 
approximately 15km on park land and tracks. 
This is the event where the 7 obstacles are sited 
around the beautiful lake where the superb 
water obstacle takes you across onto an island.

Goodwood: Regional
Closing Date for Entries - Saturday 18 July
The Goodwood event also takes place on 
25-26 July so it does not matter where you 
live, there’s going to be an event near you 
that weekend! Drivers again have the full 
range of classes to enter, and Championships 
qualification and Fenix Driver of the Year 
points to aim for. 

Brockham Harness Club are your hosts 
for this event and they look forward to seeing 
you at the party and BBQ on Saturday night. 
Tickets for this should be ordered in advance 
using the “other charges” option on the entry 
form. Catering is available on site on Saturday 
and Sunday. 

The marathon will have three sections and 
seven obstacles.

Raehills: National and Horse 
Pairs National Championship
Closing Date for Entries - Friday 10 July
The ground crew are working hard on 
improving the marathon course for this 
year’s event which takes place from 31 July 
to 2 August and includes the Horse Pairs 
National Championship. This takes place 
early due to he proximity of their World 
Championships to our date in September. 

New prizes in the form of beautiful metal 
sculptures are available to win and there are 
photos on the British Carriagedriving Forum 
or on the Facebook Group page.

Look out for the Raehills Challenge on 
Saturday night. This involves a lot of fun, 
water, eggs and much hilarity! Teams of 4 
people compete for the first prize of £100. 
Teams must have either a steward or driver 
in their line up and can enter twice if they 
wish. There will be a varied selection of 
challenges to complete and the fastest time 
wins. This is an “on foot” challenge so start 
training now.

In addition to the main event, Raehills 
is running an inter-club challenge with 
affiliated clubs invited to enter a team 
consisting of a Single Pony, a Single Horse 
and a Multiple (pair, tandem or four).
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Opposite page top: Dick Lane in the dressage at 
Hopetoun. Opposite page bottom: Jeff Ormerod at 
Hopetoun. This page above: Margaret Brockie, MBE, 
pictured far right, at the 40th RDA anniversary 
celebrations at the Unicorn Trust, Stow on the Wold.
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There will be a reception on Friday night 
for all drivers, officials, volunteers, stewards 
and sponsors. Please come and show your 
appreciation for the huge number of people 
it takes to put on an event. On Saturday night 
there is a Hog Roast and ceilidh to follow. 
Please bring your own drink as there is no bar. 
Tickets should be pre-ordered with entries. 
There will be a catering van on site from 
Thursday and an ice-cream van on Saturday 
and Sunday if the weather permits.

Lowther: National 
Closing Date for Entries - Monday 13 July 
Drivers intending to compete at this event 
should note that the maximum number 
of entries will be limited to 80, and will be 
allocated on a first come, first served basis. 
Places are filling up and the organisers 
recommend sending your entry as soon  
as possible.

Please check the timetable as horse and 
pony classes are split over Saturday and Sunday. 
The marathon route covers the estate land 
around Lowther Castle and offers stunning 
views while Section B is sited in Lowther Home 
Park and competitors will drive 8 obstacles 
which includes a water obstacle.

The cone driving phase deviates from the 
normal format and will be driven in marathon 
vehicles using a World Cup format. The Rules 
for this completion are published in the British 
Carriagedriving Yearbook on pages 72 and 73 
to enable competitors to familiarise themselves 
with the format of this competition.

Catering is provided on the show ground 
and in the stabling area. You are invited to  
the welcome reception on Thursday night  
and there will be a barbeque and band on 
Saturday evening.

GENERAL
Honours for Margaret Brockie
Many congratulations to Margaret Brockie, 
one of our British Carriagedriving officials, 
who has been awarded an MBE for services 
to the community in Bolton and to Carriage 
Driving through the Riding For Disabled 
Association. In addition, the previous week, 
Margaret was presented with the Special 
Recognition Award by The Princess Royal at 
the RDA’s 40th Anniversary celebration which, 
as Chairman of RDA Carriage Driving,  
she hosted. 

Margaret has a long association with the 
RDA with which she has been involved for 
over 32 years. In addition she has been her 
Church Secretary for over 30 years and is 
Chairman of the School Governors for St. 
Michaels, her Church school. 

As a teacher, Margaret was approached 
by Stella Hancock to take on the role of 
driving representative for the North West. 
She has extended this role over the years to 
include North Wales and Northern Ireland 
and currently also covers the east where a 
permanent representative is sought.

Margaret’s involvement with carriage 
driving happened by accident. While shopping 
in her local saddler’s she overheard 2 girls who 
had rescued a Shetland colt from slaughter but 
had nowhere to keep him. Margaret purchased 
the pony as a companion for her horse. In due 
course she took advice locally and borrowed 
a carriage and harness to break the pony to 
drive. At 42 inches he was full of character and 
turned out to be an excellent pony with which 
she had a huge amount of fun. 

She went on to compete in driving trials 
with a single and tandem, driving a Section A 
in the lead and a Section C pony in the wheel. 
She loved the tough marathons and cites the old 
5 section marathon at Lowther with stunning 
views over Ullswater as a particular favourite. 
She also had a memorable event at Floors Castle 
winning all three phases. When her ponies 
finally retired from competition, she moved on 
to judging and is still active in this role.

Margaret says she has thoroughly enjoyed 
the range of voluntary work with which she 
has been involved and derives great pleasure 
from her involvement with the events shared 
by the para drivers and the RDA drivers at the 
Unicorn Trust.

Congratulations Margaret Brockie MBE on 
an award which is richly deserved.

200 Club Winners
Heather Clark runs the 200 Club which raises 
money to support the sport of driving trials. 
In the past three years during her tenure, 200 
Club funds have gone towards the purchase 
of a scoring dongle for BC, and to support 
CDSG-dd and BYD in their endeavours at 
the FEI Para World Championships and FEI 
European Youth Championships respectively. 

Heather notes that the amount of prize money 
depends on the number of members. As 
membership is down this year she has had to 
make some changes to the format and, as a 
result, has been able to create an additional 
two prizes in each draw and increase the 
number of draws from four to five. The 
winners of the first draw of 2015 are: 
• £50 Margo Smith 
• £30 Jonathon Rees 
• £20 Mick Ward 
• £20 Patti Atkinson 
• £10 Tracey Fletcher 
• £10 The Countess of Lindsay 
• £10 Moira Macmillan 

The next draw will take place during the 
Sandringham HDT.


