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OFFICIAL NEWS 
Council Meeting
The date for the next meeting of the British 
Carriagedriving Council is Wednesday 1 July.

Chefs d’Equipe
Council wish to invite members to consider 
putting themselves forward for consideration 
as a Chef d’Equipe. This role requires a 
number of key skills and the ideal candidate 
will have experience in many of the  
following areas:
• Some experience of competitions abroad.
• Good organisational skills.
• Good at making lists and getting the jobs 

done.
• A good working knowledge if the FEI Rule 

Book (or at least an ability to find their 
way round the book).

• An ability to “think quickly on your feet” 
and to stand up for your competitors when 
dealing with event officials.

• Leadership ability as the boss of the team 
(while still recognising that ultimately you 
are the servant of the class and need to 
please them to succeed).

• Good personal skills in order to be 
able to work with and persuade others 
from all backgrounds to work for the 
team’s success.

• Ability to speak some other languages
If you are interested in attending a 

training session or volunteering to assist 
an established Chef d’Equipe, Council 
would be delighted to hear from you. Please 
indicate your initial interest via the British 
Carriagedriving Office.

EVENTS
Young Drivers and body 
protectors
All Young Drivers should ensure they take 
note of Rule 928.3.1 which states that “At 
all times, whilst on a carriage, all under 18s 
must wear a body protector and securely 
fastened protective headgear.” Annex 15, 
4.3 is still listed in the rule book and states, 
“In the marathon phase, athletes of 18 and 
under must wear a body protector. It is 
recommended for grooms.” Annex 15 was 
directed at Young Drivers when there were no 
rules elsewhere in the rule book specifically 
addressing their safety. 928.3.1 has increased 
the safety requirement based on the FEI Rule 

Book. It takes precedence over Annex 15  
and should be adhered to by all under 18s at 
all times.

REMINDER: Advanced 
Single Horse Dressage Test
The FEI has now confirmed that the new test 
3*B HP1 for Singles will be used at the 2016 
FEI Driving Championships for Singles. The 
FEI note that they will soon post additional 
information on the new movements on  
the FEI website, which should help drivers 
and judges. 

This change clearly has influenced 
the choice of test in Britain and Council 
has approved the use of the new test for 
the Advanced Single Horse class at our 
own national and regional events from 
Sandringham onwards. Hopetoun and 
Windsor Park and will run Test 9 for the 
competition as published in the yearbook. 
Hopetoun event is offering drivers another 
opportunity to have a practice at Test 3*B 
HP1. Please note that your score for the new 
test will not be counted in any way towards 
your result at the event. This change only 
applies to the Advanced Single Horses at  
this time. 

If you require further clarification of this 
issue, please contact the BC office on 0845 643 
2116 or email@britishcarriagedriving.co.uk .

Sandringham: National and 
International
Closing Date for Entries - Friday 5 June
Sandringham takes place on 25-28 June. 
Please read the following information 
carefully if you are entering the FEI classes at 
Sandringham. This is the first event where the 
new FEI Test 3*B HP1will be driven in the 

competition. YouTube has a video of a Dutch 
driver performing this test when winning the 
dressage phase at Ermelo. 

Remember to enter on the National Entry 
Form and ensure both yourself and your 
horse are registered with the FEI. If your 
horse has been registered before, then send 
the registration form and remittance to the 
BC office as usual. If this is the first time 
your horse or pony has been registered then 
remember to send the Passport Application 
form with your remittance and a note to 
say registration only. All this information, 
including the microchip number for all 
horses, irrespective of age, is needed to create 
a record on the FEI database. You do not need 
a full FEI passport to enter a British FEI  
2* event.

The marathon route is delightful to drive 
and covers farmland, tracks and parkland 
on the Sandringham estate. Organisers have 
booked a snack bar offering hot food on site 
and a licensed bar from Thursday to Saturday 
night to entertain competitors.

Catton Summer National
Closing date for entries - Friday 26 June
Summer Catton will run in the format 
familiar to competitors on 10-12 July with 
the marathon route taking place over a 
variety of tracks, parkland and undulating 
farmland. There will be a snack bar offering 
hot food and a licensed bar from on Friday 
and Saturday evenings. Please help out the 
organisers by making sure your entry is sent 
in good time.

St. Fort Regional
Closing date for entries - Monday 29 June
St Fort regional event offers a varied 
marathon route and an excellent selection 
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INTERNATIONAL
New FEI Rule App
The FEI IT Department is pleased to 
announce the launch of the FEI RuleApp, 
a free App giving access to the full official 
FEI rules and regulations, now available 
to download on both the Apple Store and 
Google Play.

Apple Store https://itunes.apple.com/us/
app/fei-ruleapp/id982217322 

Google Play https://play.google.com/
store/apps/details?id=org.fei.ruleapp  

The FEI RuleApp can be used both online 
and offline, with a simple instant search 
feature allowing users to immediately find 
exactly what they need by typing a few words.

The App is currently available in six 
different languages and includes many 
additional features, such as a function to 
share pages via social media and to print 
specific pages as well as the possibility to 

bookmark pages of the rules and regulations 
for reference at a later date.

The FEI RuleApp joins the popular FEI 
SportApp to continue providing useful 
information about equestrian sport. The FEI 
SportApp is also available to download on 
both Apple Store and Google Play.

Apple Store https://itunes.apple.com/us/
app/fei-sportapp/id860484928 

Google Play https://play.google.
com/store/apps/details?id=org.fei.
sportapp&hl=en 

The FEI SportApp contains a large 
amount of equestrian information for 
fans, media and the general public. Athlete 
biographies, the latest FEI results and 
rankings and much more all available at your 
fingertips.

FEI Officials, Organising Committee 
members and Athletes have a personal 
section which includes their past and 
upcoming assignments, their events or their 
upcoming entries.

of obstacles, including the popular water. 
The whole marathon is off road and offers 
stunning views over the River Tay and 
across the water to Dundee. On site catering 
is available on Friday afternoon, Saturday 
and Sunday.

Spring Catton
Jill Holah reports from the Spring Catton 
event:
The organisers battled against gale force 
winds and rain to set up the event at Catton, 
but luckily the weather moderated slightly 
before the competition started. Derek Holah 
had chosen a slightly different marathon route 
from the usual one, and the fact that Section 
B was driven in reverse from that used in July 
and Andrew Simmons’ seven obstacles had 
been renamed seemed to disorientate many 
of those who had competed at Catton on a 
regular basis!

Sadly only Sarah Meredith came forward 
to drive through the new FEI Advanced 
Single Horse Dressage test at the end of 
Friday, but her impressive efforts were much 
appreciated by both the judges and spectators. 
Very few competitors took advantage of 
the additional cones course that was laid 
out in the training field on Sunday, and 15 
year-old Grace Smith was the winner of the 
champagne for driving clear through the 
most cones (23) in three minutes - although 
presumably she had to hand over the prize to 
her delighted father! 

Participants in these two special events 
generously contributed to the collection in 
aid of Supportdogs, and this, together with 
Jane Smith’s mugging of competitors and 
spectators to buy raffle tickets, raised over 
£250 for the charity. Many thanks to all for 
their generosity.

Sincere thanks to Robin and Katie 
Neilson for all their support, and to everyone 
else who contributed to the success of the 
event, including those who generously 
supplied cakes, muffins, chocolate, pork pie, 
cheese, water, bread etc for the judges’ and 
stewards’ lunches.

One for the history books: is there 
another family who all qualified for the 
National Championships at one event? 
John, Leslee and Tara Wilkinson driving 
in Open Single Horse, Intermediate Single 
Horse and Open Single Pony respectively 
all won their classes and secured National 
Championships qualification!


