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OFFICIAL NEWS 
Council Meeting
The date for the next meeting of the British 
Carriagedriving Council is Wednesday 1 July.

Working Groups
Council wish to invite members to put your 
names forward if you are interested in joining 
one of the Working Groups. You may find 
it helpful to speak to your local Council 
member to discuss what’s involved. Either use 
the email contacts from the “About Us” page 
on the website or contact the BC office for 
contact numbers. 

Council felt that if members were 
encouraged to be on a committee or working 
group, this would allow you to “dip your toe 
in the water” and enable you to demonstrate 
your capabilities and raise your profile with 
the members and hopefully encourage more 
members to consider putting themselves 
forward for election to council in due course.

Young Drivers Clinic 2015
Due to the ongoing success of the British 
Young Drivers programme a new top level 
has been added to the training programme 
– Advanced Young Drivers. The first clinic 
in this series set the programme off on a 
positive footing. The trainer was Boyd Exell, 

and structured recording and observation 
tasks are core to the scheme. The eight places 
were offered based on the young driver’s 
achievements in 2014 on the National 
circuit. Reserve candidates were offered the 
opportunity to attend on foot. Alice, an “on 
foot” participant, reports as follows:

The weekend of 14-15 March was the first 
Advanced Young Drivers training camp with 
Boyd Exell at the Unicorn Trust. Nine young 
drivers, many of whom have been attending 
camps at the Unicorn Trust for a significant 
number of years, gathered for an intensive 
two days training.

The training covered all three phases 
and all drivers made significant progress. 

Dressage sessions consisted of the principal 
driver choosing someone to drive their 
turnout in order to observe how they were 
working and how it could be improved. The 
principal driver then reclaimed their turnout 
and all observations were worked 
on for the remainder of 
the session.

Cones 
sessions were 
conducted 
in pairs 
and saw 
high 
levels 
of 

British Carriagedriving 

Above: It’s not all driving at Advanced Young Drivers 
clinics. Below: Amanda Snowie  
Right: William Hendry
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British Carriagedriving, East Overhill, 
Stewarton, Kilmarnock, Ayrshire KA3 5JT 

t: 0845 6432116
e: email@britishcarriagedriving.co.uk
w: www.britishcarriagedriving.co.uk
Office open Mon-Fri 8am to 12 noon
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HORSE DRIVING TRIALS 

INTERNATIONAL
International classes at 
Hopetoun and Sandringham
If you are planning to enter the FEI classes at  
Hopetoun and Sandringham, the respective 
Entry Secretaries of these events will 
forward your details to the BC Office  
to enable the information to be uploaded 
into the FEI Entry System. Please enter on 
the normal National Event Entry Form. 

Remember, drivers entering the FEI 
classes must be registered, as must all the 

horses/ponies. If you do not already  
have an FEI passport for your horse or  
pony, please note you do not need one for  
a 2* event in your own country;  
registrations suffice.

If you are registering your horse or 
pony for the first time, please complete 
a Passport Application form (not a 
horse/pony registration form) as all this 
information, including the microchip 
number, is required to enter a horse 
into the FEI database. Only tick the 
registration box and send the form with 
the appropriate fee.

competition between the two turnouts. All 
young drivers saw a reduction in their clocked 
time and the number of knockdowns over the 
course of their session.

In the obstacle lesson Boyd, a stickler for 
detail, made all the drivers run the course 
they were going to drive through the obstacle, 
making them start again every time their lines 
were not quite correct. This resulted in  
a phenomenal improvement in both  
the accuracy and speed that the obstacles  
were driven.

When not driving, everyone was expected 
to observe the lesson that was taking place, 
record what they could see, and, where 
possible, contribute to possible changes and 
improvements that could be made, why they 

should be made and how they could be 
implemented. Everyone gained a gem or 

two to take away from the weekend’s 
training and we are all in eager 

anticipation of the next!

Club TD 
Clinic South
Steve Lucas reports form the 
second of the two club  
TD clinics.

Seven candidates 
arrived bright and early 
in Reading on 22 March, 
with the Reading half 
marathon runners using 

the hotel carpark, they were 
all looking fit and ready to 

go. We decided to attack the 
coffee and cookies to get us in 

training for the next few hours. Ian 
Douglas took the course. He started 

with an introduction and some of his 
adventures as an FEI TD, before laying 

out the jobs of a club TD, from site visits 
to working with the organising committee, 
course designer and judges, to looking at 
obstacles, what to look at and how to measure 
a cones course. With lots of questions we 
moved onto paperwork, to see how to check 
timings, health and safety matters and 
numerous other things that can crop up. 
With all questions answered we thanked Ian, 
grabbed some more cookies and left past all 
the aching runners returning to their cars.

EVENTS
Advanced Single Horse 
Dressage Test
The FEI has now confirmed that the new test 
3*B HP1 for Singles will be used at the 2016 
FEI Driving Championships for Singles. The 
FEI note that they will soon post additional 
information on the new movements on  
the FEI website which should help drivers  
and judges. 

This change clearly has influenced the choice 
of test in Britain and Council has approved the 
use of the new test for the Advanced Single 
Horse class at our own National and Regional 
events from Sandringham onwards. Spring 
Catton, Hopetoun and Windsor Park will 
run Test 9 for the competition as published in 
the yearbook. 

Spring Catton and Hopetoun events are 
offering drivers the opportunity to have a 
practice at Test 3*B HP1. Please note that your 
score for the new test will not be counted in any 
way towards your result at the event. This change 
only applies to the Advanced Single Horses at 
this time. 

If you require further clarification of this 
issue, please contact the BC office on 0845 643 
2116 or email@britishcarriagedriving.co.uk.

Hopetoun National
Closing Date for Entries - Thursday 14 May
Please read the information below carefully if 
you are entering the FEI classes at Hopetoun. As 
always, the Hopetoun team are working hard to 
ensure an excellent venue for competitors. There 
will be one or two changes to the obstacles to 
give a fresh look. 

The usual bar and snack van will be on site 
from Thursday with fish and chips available on 
Thursday evening and a full catering service 
from Friday morning with a choice of main 
meals. The ever popular terrier racing takes place 
at 6.30pm on Friday and is followed by a drinks 
reception for all competitors, stewards and 
officials at 7.30pm. On Saturday evening there 
will be the prize-giving with the ceilidh to follow 
at 8.30pm.

Many of the sponsors are also drivers at 
Hopetoun. Amanda Snowie (pictured far left) 
has been a generous sponsor of the event for 

several years now. This year she is sponsoring 
Obstacle 2 Castlemhor. Brookfield Metal/
William Hendry (pictured inset) are new 
sponsors this year of Obstacle 3.

Windsor Park Regional
Closing Date for Entries - Sunday 24 May
Windsor Park Regional Event offers a varied 
marathon route and a selection of post and 
rail obstacles. On site catering is available 
on Saturday and Sunday and there will be 
an organised dinner with entertainment on 
Saturday night.

GENERAL
Industry Award for Talented 
Young Carriage Driver 
Flying the flag for British carriage driving, Mike 
Hodgson (19) won the TSM Rider Award at 
the BETA Gala Dinner and Business Awards 
Evening 2015. 

Nominated by one of his sponsors (Abbey 
England), Mike was delighted to receive the 
award which acknowledges riders who work 
closely with their sponsors helping them to 
promote their products and brand through 
advertising, marketing and PR. 

Said Mike: “I am thrilled to have won the 
award. Balancing carriage driving with my 
university studies is hard work at times but I love 
the challenge. 

“Working with Abbey England has been a 
lot of fun and I am proud to be involved with a 
company that plays such an important role in 
British manufacturing. Abbey driving bits are of 
exceptional quality and fit the ponies beautifully.” 

This award acknowledges sponsored riders 
who make the greatest contribution to the 
trade and work hard for their sponsors. An 
independent panel of judges selected Mike as this 
year’s winner in the amateur category. 

Said Peter Phillips of Abbey England: 
“We started sponsoring Mike in 2011 and it 
is pleasure working with him. He is always 
enthusiastic and nothing is too much trouble. 
Mike provides us with countless training 
features, participates in photo shoots and his next 
project is a series of ‘how to’ videos.” 

Mike has an exciting year ahead of him and 
welcomes new sponsors as his carriage driving 
career progresses.


