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OFFICIAL NEWS 
Council meeting
The date for the next meeting of the British 
Carriagedriving Council is 14 April.

FEI and National Clinics 2015
Philip Bateman reports from the FEI and 
National Clinics, which took place on  
27/28 February and 1 March.

At what turned out to be the best attended 
clinic for driving officials in this country, 
there were 78 attendees at the Unicorn Trust 
over the three days, with 34 at the FEI part of 
the clinic. With 10 nations having a presence, 
including the USA, it was truly international. 
At the National Officials Clinic on Sunday  
1 March, there were 44 people in attendance. 

The three Course Directors and Bettina 
de Rham, the Director of Driving for the FEI, 
came to show a very strong presence and to 
hold what was described as “the best ever” 
by more than one participant. The hotel and 
innkeepers in Stow were also happy, as it was 
difficult to find beds in the town by Friday. 

The Judges’ Clinic had Mark Wentein as 
their Course Director. Mark is a 4* judge and 
a member of the FEI Driving Committee. 

This was his first visit to the Unicorn 
as a course director and he was able to give a 
great amount of insight into all aspects of the 
judging and the new rules to the participants. 

Saturday started with a joint briefing for all 
officials, with a short rules session afterwards 
to make sure that everybody was aware of 
how to interpret the rulebook. Later, James 
Broome kindly gave a demonstration of the 
new FEI 3*B HP1 Dressage Test for Singles. 
James, usually a pairs Driver, was only asked 
on Monday afternoon if he could drive the 
new test on Friday. Well done James and 
thank you: even the technical delegates came 
out to watch you. 

Course designer Wolfgang Asendorf from 
Germany, another 4* FEI Official, made his 
second visit to Stow and was very pleased to 
be back after a number of years. He kept his 
course designers working hard and, at the 
end, commented that he wished he had  
more time. 

Philip Bateman had six technical delegates 
for an interesting and lively seminar, with 
some looking for promotion and others just 
coming to hone their skills. 

Jean Lane took the National Clinic for the 
national technical delegates on Sunday, which 
had all but one of the national list of technical 

delegates present. The whole clinic was, as 
always, well orchestrated by Sydney Smith and 
her team at the Unicorn Trust. 

On the Saturday night, Fran More cooked 
a three-course dinner for 39 people and more 
than one person was after her recipe for the 
bread and butter pudding! It was the best I 
ever tasted. With the help of Bettina de Rahm, 
a vaulting exhibition was put on for all to 
watch, so the driving fraternity could see how 
other disciplines work. Finally, it was agreed 
to run the clinic in the same format next year, 
but include FEI Stewards as well.  
This was put to all present as to whether to 
return again to Stow next year and this was 
agreed unanimously. 

Club TD Clinic North
Barry Hilditch reports form the first of the two 
club TD clinics.

The Northern Club TD clinic was held 
on Sunday 8 March at The Rheged Centre, 
Penrith. A group of 21 members representing 
SCDA, Chester, Dumfries and Galloway, 
North West and North Eastern clubs gathered 
in this new venue, which proved to be a good 
location, well equipped and with pleasant 
views across the Vale of Eden.
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British Carriagedriving, East Overhill, 
Stewarton, Kilmarnock, Ayrshire KA3 5JT 

t: 0845 6432116
e: email@britishcarriagedriving.co.uk
w: www.britishcarriagedriving.co.uk
Office open Mon-Fri 8am to 12 noon
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HORSE DRIVING TRIALS 

INTERNATIONAL
New international 
entry procedure
The FEI has now extended its new entry 
system for international events to the discipline 
of driving. This means that all horses and 
drivers entered for events must be registered 
in advance and the system also checks that a 
driver is qualified and the horses the correct 
age. It is anticipated that results will be more 
accurate as a consequence.

One noticeable difference from the driver’s 
point of view is the removal of the nominated 
entry date; there is now only a definite entry 
date. FEI World Championships will retain 
the nominated entry procedure. It is likely 
therefore that organising committees may start 
setting earlier definite entry deadlines to enable 
them to gauge stabling requirements etc. 

The online form for submitting entries 
has been updated to reflect the information 
required by the new system. If the schedule 
permits, additional horses to be named with 
the definite entry; Singles can enter two horses; 
pairs four horses, and fours may enter up to  
six horses.

FEI classes at Hopetoun 
and Sandringham
If you are planning to enter the FEI classes at 
Hopetoun and Sandringham, the respective 
entry secretaries of these events will forward 
your details to the BC Office to enable the 
information to be uploaded into the FEI entry 
system. You do not need to complete the 
online form for these events. 

Please ensure your horses are registered 
(links are provided on the website and also 
on the International Online entry form to 
enable you to check you have remembered 
to do this). Remember, drivers entering the 
FEI classes must be registered as must all the 
horses/ponies. If you do not already have an 
FEI passport for your horse or pony, please 
note you do not need one for a 2* event in 
your own country; registrations suffice.

Royal Windsor Horse Show
The Royal Windsor Horse Show takes place 
from 14–17 May. Classes this year are for horse 
fours and pony fours. Drivers are invited to 
enter based on their dressage performance the 
previous year and their results in the national 
championships and Fenix Driver of the Year 

Points League. Drivers must have achieved 
a dressage mark, equal to or lower than, the 
qualifying score for their respective class for a 
FEI World Championships. This does not have 
to be achieved in front of international judges 
and only needs to be achieved once. 

The winner of the national championships 
is invited followed by the top drivers in the 
Fenix Driver of the Year Points League. In 
addition, drivers must be eligible to drive at 
FEI 3* level. The drivers who are eligible and 
have accepted an invitation to represent Great 
Britain in 2015 are:

Horse Fours
• Pippa Bassett
• Mark Broadbent
• George Bowman Snr
• George Bowman IV
• Barnaby Bowman
• Dick Lane
• Wilf Bowman-Ripley
Pony Fours
• Sara Howe
• Gary Power
• Faith Szczuka
First Reserve
• Robert Bowman

Philip Bateman gave a very professional 
view of the role and responsibilities of a TD 
at club level which in most cases means they 
are actually in overall charge of the actual 
event. He pointed out the rule changes since 
the last clinic, with special reference to novice 
qualifier classes run by clubs. 

A healthy exchange frequently occurred as 
members sought to fully understand some of 
the finer points of the rules.

At the end of the presentation the British 
Carriagedriving Chairman gave members 
the opportunity to ask questions related to 
council and the sport in general. This turned 
out to be a valuable and interesting session 
which in particular highlighted the urgent 
need to try once again to seek closer links 
between council and the affiliated clubs.

Feedback indicates that the clinic was 
much appreciated by those attending.

EVENTS
Event reminders for 
Young Drivers
The Baileys British Young Drivers Easter 
Clinic takes place from 5-9 April at the 
Unicorn Equestrian Centre, Stow in the Wold, 
Gloucestershire and offers carriage driving 
training, with or without a turnout, for those 
aged 8-25 years. 
• For more details email:  

byd@britishcarriagedriving.co.uk

Spring Catton: Remember that there is a class 
in the Spring Catton schedule specifically for 
Young Drivers. The schedule does not specify 

the age of competitors in the Young Drivers 
class. This should specify eligibility for Young 
Drivers, aged 12-21, who have not competed 
above novice level at national or regional 
events with a single horse or pony. Special 
rosettes will be awarded to the best drivers  
14 years and under.

Opposite page top: Dick Lane is one of those invited 
to represent GB at Royal Windsor. Below left: 
Participants on the Northen Club Clinic. Below 
right: Taking time out for a photo shoot at the FEI 
Clinic. This page: Horse Fours competitor Mark 
Broadbent will be another in the running at this 
year’s Royal Windsor trials 
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