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British Carriagedriving 
OFFICIAL NEWS 
Council Meeting

The date for the next meeting of the British 
Carriagedriving Council is Wednesday 14 
January, 2015.

British Carriagedriving 
Conference and AGM
The 2014 AGM and Annual Conference took 
place in the Kegworth Hotel on Saturday 
11 October.

In the morning members were able to meet 
to discuss international issues or attend the 
clubs’ meeting where John Anslow reinforced 
the importance of safeguarding to all clubs.

After lunch, the formal business of 
the AGM did not take long to complete. 
There had been no need for a vote as no 
nominations for council had been received. 
By the time of the meeting, there was one 
candidate seeking re-election and James 
Broome was duly re-appointed for three years.

The chairman opened the conference by 
welcoming members. 

He then invited representatives from each 
of the four teams who had represented GBR 
at their respective FEI World Championships 
in 2014 to give a presentation to members. 
James Rooney reported form the Single Horse 
World Championships, Mary Jane Campbell 
and Michael Hodgson reported from the 
Young Drivers FEI European Championships, 
Sue Johnson and Lyndsey Tyas Paice 
reported from the Para-equestrian World 
Championships and Georgina Hunt from the 
Horse Fours at WEG.

The Chairman, Jock McFarlane, and the 
Treasurer, David Titmuss, both gave their 
reports. These were printed in the conference 
pack, copies of which have been circulated 
to members by e-mail. The treasurer was 
commended on his prudent approach and the 
on-going recovery of our reserves. 

The Income and Expenditure for this year’s 
National Championships were also printed 
in the conference pack and there was some 
discussion around this.

The chairman then introduced Tony 
Bache who reported on the adoption of the 
FEI rule on back protectors which British 
Carriagedriving will implement on 1 January, 
2015. There will be a slight alteration to the 
FEI rule as the BC version will specify a back 
or body protector. It is intended that it should 
also apply to all affiliated clubs from 1/1/16. 
A dedicated steward will make checks that 
competitors comply with this rule at the start 
of Section A. 

The floor was then opened for the 
members to raise any points and a lively 
discussion ensued on a wide variety of topics.

Presentations concluded the conference 
and Jock McFarlane presented the 
Chairman’s Award to the Hopetoun A Team 
in recognition of their contribution to the 
success of the 2014 National Championships. 
This award was received with thunderous 
applause from the members.

Mary Jane Campbell introduced Michael 
Hodgson as the winner of the Young Driver’s 
award. She noted this was for all-round effort 
as well as success in competition. 

Jock McFarlane then presented Philip 
Bateman with an award in recognition of 
his nine years’ service on council. Philip’s 
international interests have made him 

a valuable 
member and his 
contribution in 
this respect will 
be greatly missed. 
It is hoped that 
he will still be 
available in an 
advisory capacity.

Barry Hilditch 
then made a 
presentation to 
Jock McFarlane 

to mark his retirement as BC Chairman. 
Barry summarised Jock’s entrance to the 
sport up to his participation at World 
Championship level. He then highlighted 
some of the significant contributions Jock had 
made in his time as chairman, particularly 
the name change to British Carriagedriving 
with its outstanding new logo and recently 
the outstanding National Championships at 
Cirencester. Sadly, Jock is leaving our sport 
and Barry wished him well in his new hobby 
of rally driving.

New BC Chairman
Council met briefly after the conference to 
elect a new chairman and Barry Hilditch, who 
has acted as vice-chairman for many years, 
was elected to this role.

New Council Members
Council are delighted to have co-opted three 
new council members for one year. 
Karen Scott-Barrett: For those that don’t 
know me, I have been driving competitively 
for around 10 years and hugely enjoy carriage 
driving trials, whether at indoor or outdoor, 
club or national competitions. Horses have 
been a passion all my life - I used to event 
until physical problems forced me to give up 
riding, but driving has enabled me to find a 
new focus for my love of horses. Although a 
paraplegic, my mother similarly competed in 
national carriage driving trials for many years 
and was also a top international eventing 
trainer.

Competing only with Spanish horses, I 
have enjoyed success in both singles and pairs 
classes, having been National Champion 

Left: New BC Council Members, (l-r) Barry Marshall, 
Karen Scott-Barrett and Chris Smith  
Above: Mark Broadbent
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in intermediate single horse and in open 
horse pairs. When I started driving I thought 
that just being able to drive around the 
countryside with my horses was sufficient 
fun for me. However, having been persuaded 
to try indoor driving by my local club, the 
White Horse Harness Club, I found I hugely 
appreciated the challenge and thrill of 
competing again. I soon went on to compete 
at club level outdoors and then progressed to 
national competitions.  

My husband, Hugh, and I have supported 
and helped to fund a number of initiatives 
to encourage the sport of carriage driving, 
both at grassroots and at higher levels over 
the last few years, such as “Driving Back 
to Sport”, young drivers, para drivers and 
people wishing to compete for Britain at 
international level. We have also been very 
involved in introducing the FEI World Cup 
Driving to Olympia, which is proving to be 
a hugely popular showcase for the highest 
level of our sport and is bringing it to the 
awareness of so many more people. 

Carriage driving trials offer a wonderful 
opportunity for people of all ages, as well 
as those with physical disabilities who love 
horses, to find satisfaction in being able to 
compete, whether at club or national level, 
as an alternative to riding. They present a 
mental and physical challenge to enjoy and 
give a purpose to developing our abilities and 
relationships with our horses in a different 
way to those who ride them.

Having accepted the request to be Vice-
Chairperson of the British Carriagedriving 
Council I would very much like to use this 
role to help the sport to continue to develop 
and grow in the UK, as it has in many other 
European countries. As has always been my 
husband’s and my mission, I will also do my 
best to find ways to minimise the costs of 
participation in the sport, to encourage new 
people to try it and to help those that wish to 
progress to national and international level.

Barry Marshall: As a rider, Barry 
represented GBR at a number of international 
dressage shows, including the 1978 World 
Championships. His involvement continued 
with the GBR team as Chef d’Equipe at many 
international competitions, including the 
Barcelona Olympics. He was also an FEI 
international and World Cup dressage judge, 
judging in 26 different countries including 
the European Championships. As a trainer 
he gave regular clinics in the USA and has 
published two books on dressage. 

As a child Barry was introduced to driving 
at his local riding school, although this was 
not a competitive environment. Barry’s wife, 
Leonie, competes successfully with a single 
pony and his conversion to competitive 
driving may be considered inevitable if you 
aware that he is Sara Howe’s step-father. Sara 
encouraged him and he entered his first 

competition in 2002, concluding a successful 
season as indoor pairs champion in 2004. In 
2005 and 2010 he was placed at the final with 
a tandem. 

Barry joins council with the specific 
aim of growing the base of the sport 
through the existing grassroots and club 
competitors.

Chris Smith: Chris has a background 
steeped in equestrianism having run 
(with his wife) a small stud for a number 
of years. Partly because of his training as 
a barrister, he is particularly interested 
in health and safety aspects of equestrian 
activities. He is an enthusiastic carriage 
driver and currently competes in the open 
horse pair class after progressing from single 
horse five years ago.

Driving is a family affair with his wife, 
Natalie, judging regularly at club level and 
his daughter, Grace, representing Britain as a 
Young Driver internationally.

Chris is keen to bring his equestrian 
knowledge to council along with his 
professional skills as a barrister and as a 
trained mediator.

Single Horse 
Class Representative
Jeff Bannister retired earlier this year as 
Single Horse Class Rep and we are grateful 
for the effort and commitment he gave this 
role. The post has been vacant for some 
months following Jeff ’s resignation, but 
we are now delighted that Patti Atkinson, 
recently returned from the FEI Single Horse 
World Championships where she competed 
as an individual driver, has volunteered to 
take on this role. Patti is having a break from 
competing so now feels has the time required. 
She is keen to stress that she represents all 
single drivers from club level up to advanced.

Horse Pairs Chef d’Equipe
Following their class meeting in September, 
Jo Attenborough has been confirmed as the 
new Chef d’Equipe for the horse pairs team. 

Derrick Mayes has performed this role for 
with great skill many years and will hand 
over to Jo in the spring. Jo has a wealth of 
knowledge to bring to this role as a seasoned 
competitor at international level.

INTERNATIONAL
British Masters
Daniel Naprous has earned his wild-
card place at the FEI World Cup Driving 
competition at Olympia in London on 18-20 
December, by winning the British indoor 
qualifiers at Merrist Wood and Bury Farm. 
The second wild-card at Olympia has been 
awarded to Boyd Exell.

RWHS restricted to fours
The Royal Windsor Horse Show is aware 
of increasing constraints on parking of the 
lorries in all weathers, along with an increased 
interest of the fire brigade in the space allowed 
in the competitors’ parking area. 

It is with great regret that they have taken 
the difficult decision to cancel the CAI3* 
Horse Pairs class from the FEI calendar for 

Right: Daniel Naprous at the British Masters on his 
way to claiming the wild card for Olympia   
Above: An interested spectator at the BC Nationals 
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British Carriagedriving, East Overhill, 
Stewarton, Kilmarnock, Ayrshire KA3 5JT 

t: 0845 6432116
e: email@britishcarriagedriving.co.uk
w: www.britishcarriagedriving.co.uk
Office open Mon-Fri 8am to 12 noon

Congratulations to George Bowman, one of the original competitors in the sport of 
horse driving trials who is still competing having recently celebrated his 80th birthday.

2015. They will be continuing with the CAI3* 
Horse and Pony Four-in-Hand classes. 

The RWHS organising committee note 
that: “Over the last 10 years the driving lorries 
have got considerably bigger and we are 
unable to support all the extra space, while 
taking into consideration the huge diversity of 
the show as a whole.”

FEI Single Horse 
World Championships
Adam Wyllie, the media correspondent for 
the single horse team, reports from Hungary.
Many world championships involve 
lots of travelling, many even involve air 
transportation for our equine friends, 
however the recent adventure of Team GB 
across Europe to Izsak in Hungary for the FEI 
Single Horse World Championships seemed 
like it was going to go on forever!

Luckily for the duration of the travels (5-7 
days for most depending upon individual 
home soil location) we were blessed with 
some particularly nice overnight stays, both 
with their location and also upkeep of  
the yards. 

No huge problems where encountered, 
there are always glitches and issues but when 
isn’t there with carriage driving! Jockey wheels 
were destroyed, clutches broke, bulbs where 
replaced and the occasional new tyre was 
required, but most of this is expected when 
travelling to shows...isn’t it?!

Team GB consisted of a full set of lady 
drivers, which probably hasn’t been the case 
for some years now. Sara Simmons, Nicola 
Pimbblet and Ellen Littlechild constituted 
the team, and of course we can’t forget Patti 
Atkinson who joined us as an individual. 
All with their own individual strength and 
weaknesses; this proved to be an exciting 
competition even with Team GB consisting of 
‘world championship virgins’! 

Trot up was completed with all horses 
flying through, a huge relief to all. 

Dressage is always an interesting and 
often controversial part of the competition, 
and of course the World Championship is 
no exception. Nicola was the highest placed 
British driver, closely follow by Ellen and then 
Sara , with Patti’s score just creeping up into 

the 60s (she did well with a very excitable 
steed!).

Nicola and Ellen both drove nice tests 
(good on accuracy, with horses mostly going 
in the correct outline and pace), although 
both came out saying and feeling it was one of 
the worst they had ever driven. However, in 
contrast Sara drove a stunning test, thought 
so by both us and her. With what we thought 
was the best test she has probably driven, she 
perhaps could have deserved a better score, 
however she did follow a very good Italian who 
did one of the best tests of the competition.

Marathon day is always one full of nerves 
and apprehension, however all our drivers put 
in a good result. Sara did a storming round 
and ended up in 10th place and received some 
prize money. Ellen put in some great times 
in the obstacles during her round, although 
had a slight hiccup in obstacle six as she 
unfortunately had an error of course. Nicola 
completed a very consistent round with good 
times in all the obstacles, however her arms 

were three times longer after being towed 
round the sections by her horse, Royston, 
who, in contrast, then found the obstacle a 
relaxing experience! Patti had a fun round 
with her horse, Victor, and despite him getting 
stage fright and a few unplanned additional 
turns in the obstacles they completed with a 
respectful round. 

The cones course proved tricky for most 
throughout the duration of Sunday, with only 
a handful of double clears. Unfortunately, 
none of them were by the British drivers, 
however the team all drove accurate fast 
rounds, with only cones slightly nudged 
resulting with a few balls down. 

This all resulted with Team GB finishing 
in 12th and the individual drivers as follows: 
Sara 26th, Nicola 35th, Ellen 58th, Patti 64th.

Being away for such a long time was 
a big adventure for Team GB, as was the 
competition. Good experiences have been had 
and learned by all, and Team GB will come 
back stronger next time! 

Above: Kim Usher. 
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