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British Carriagedriving 
OFFICIAL NEWS 
Council Meeting
The date for the next meeting of the British 
Carriagedriving Council is Wednesday 14 
January 2015.

British Carriagedriving 
Conference and AGM
The AGM and Conference took place on 
Saturday 11 October and there will be a  
full report in the December issue of  
Carriage Driving.

EVENTS
National Championships 2014
The 2014 National Championships proved to 
be a tremendous success on their return to 
Cirencester Park. The layout of the event saw 
all three dressage arenas side by side, and a 
horseshoe from which to watch the obstacles 
made viewing very convenient and easy, 
especially if you wished to follow the progress 
of a particular competitor. Communication 
was fairly straightforward with drivers passing 
the event office and Stable Manager whenever 
they went over to the rings or the obstacles. 
Water provision could have been a problem, 
however the sensible approach adopted by 
competitors when the situation was explained 
meant this was not an issue. Many thanks to 
the army of volunteers without which this 
event would not have been possible and to the 

inexhaustible Hopetoun A-Team who made 
the event happen. 

Our generous sponsors are greatly 
appreciated. The stewards were delighted to 
have such a excellent lunch provided by Sue 
and Colin Botley who do this as their way 
of expressing their thanks to the volunteers 
who assist so willingly throughout the year 
and a vast array of cakes, supplied by Angela 
Flanagan, to welcome them back after 
the marathon.

There has been a huge amount of very 
positive feedback: The venue is stunning … 
the atmosphere was the best I’ve known … 
the presentation of the arenas and facilities 
was excellent … the obstacles were totally 
incredible! … it felt like everything possible 
was done for the ordinary members to have a 
superb time … an amazing success ! … great 
national championships!!

Mary Kusin relinquishes her role as 
organiser to David Titmuss in 2015 and we 
hope to be returning to Cirencester Park for 
many years to come. There is a full report of 
the event on page 40-42.

The value of volunteering 
By Jane Hendy
When I discovered that British 
Carriagedriving were holding the National 
Championships right on my doorstep at 
Cirencester Park and they were keen to find 
volunteers, I jumped at the chance to sign up!

Being fairly new to the sport, having 
only started driving my own pony at club 
level since last October, I felt there was an 

opportunity to be had and was keen to go and 
learn more.

I managed to get 10 of my friends who 
own horses but are not carriage drivers 
themselves to come along with me and I know 
they all had a fantastic time too.

On the Saturday we were all given our 
briefing at 8 am by Geoff Atkins on our roles 
for the day, a packed lunch full of yummy 
things, flask of hot water, tea and coffee to 
keep us going all day. Boy did we need lots of 
tea and coffee!

The task of heading up time section 
E somewhat daunted me to begin with, 
knowing that my responsibility was to keep 
the turnouts flowing throughout the day onto 
the obstacles section; having rested for 10 
minutes, seen the vets, marked up the green 
cards and prepared themselves for the eight 
obstacles that lay ahead.

My team and I were thrilled that for the 
first hour or so everyone went off on time 
as indicated on the printed time sheets. 
Feeling very proud of ourselves - it was all 
running smoothly - we were able to chat to 
the competitors, help the backsteppers fetch 
water, liaise with the vets and the TD.

All of a sudden we got a call on the radio 
to hold up any more competitors while the 
organisers attended to an incident on course. 
Poor Joseph Adams was just about to be 
counted down from his three minutes warm-
up time, to 30 seconds and then 10 seconds as 
we were about to set him off through the trees 
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and down to 
the first obstacle, 
when we had to tell him 
he couldn’t go!

Slowly but surely competitors started to 
fill our section and at one point it looked like 
there were about 15 turnouts including pairs 
and teams just standing still not knowing 
what was happening. I am thrilled to say that 
my team kept the lines of communication 
open with all the competitors and kept spirits 
high, by making sure they all knew we were 
going to re-start as soon as possible.

What could have been so daunting actually 
wasn’t and because we all kept our heads, we 
were able to re-start and reduce the running 
time down to three-minute intervals where 
possible and safe to do so, so that we could 
catch back up again. All the competitors we 
spoke to thanked us so much for volunteering 
to help out which we thought was lovely.

Chatting away to George Bowman 
and Boyd Exell in the three-minute 
countdown has to one of the most 
thrilling highlights of my carriage 
driving career so far!

After my section was finished, 
my team and I raced down to 
watch the world’s greatest drivers 
finish off the obstacle section, 
which was just so exciting and being 
positioned very close together made 
for a thrilling end to a fantastic day.

I would urge anyone to volunteer if they 
get the chance as I learnt so much from 
being there on the Saturday and Sunday and 
am even more enthusiastic (if that was at all 
possible!) to progress through the ranks and 
compete at national level myself one day.

INTERNATIONAL
WEG
Zoe Morgan, Horse Fours Chef d’Equipe, 
reports from the recent FEI World 
Equestrian Games
Team training for the FEI World Equestrian 
Games 2014 started back in June 2013. 
After the training and selection process, 
Team GBR was finalised as Georgina, Wilf 

and Dick 
supported by 

myself as chef d’equipe 
and Vet Anja Walker. 

Anja and I arrived the day before the 
drivers to get the stables ready, sort out 
parking and set up camp. On 1 September 
the horses headed off to Caen. Dick was first 
to arrive on site at 6.00am, but unfortunately 
got stuck and had to wait nearly an hour for 
the tractor driver to pull him out! The lorry 
park was a flood plain as the first week of the 
games had some very heavy rain.

Wednesday was trot up day with all 15 
GBR horses passing. That evening, at the 
chefs d’equipe meeting, we had to draw for the 
running order of dressage. I was quite nervous 

pulling the numbers out of the hat as I never win 
a raffle or lucky dip, but fortunately this time I 
didn’t select first driver of the competition!

On Thursday morning Dick was the fifth 
driver. Before entering the main arena for 
their dressage test, competitors made their 
way through three training arenas. Progress 
was very well timed by the stewards to get us 
into the main arena at the correct time. Wilf ’s 
dressage was Thursday afternoon and then 
Georgina Friday afternoon with all putting up 
very respectable dressage scores.

Saturday’s marathon saw the drivers 
running in reverse order of their dressage 
results. Section B was run over the Caen 
trotting race track, with four obstacles at each 
end of the track. The surface was crushed 
granite and the ground staff graded each 
obstacle after every driver which made the 
going the same for everyone. 

Cones started at 8.00am Sunday morning. 
The drivers were given two hours to walk the 
cones course;  one hour on Saturday evening 
and one hour on Sunday morning under 
floodlights as it didn’t get light until 7.00am. 
Georgina and Dick drove great rounds with 
Wilf driving a double clear to finish second 
overall in the cones.

Team GB did a great job in WEG. They 
trained extremely hard as a team; the team 
spirit and support for each other throughout 
the show was amazing and each driver had a 
fantastic support team behind them. All this 
could not have been done without them or the 
funding which Hugh and Karen Scott-Barrett 
provided for training. Thank you to everyone 
who helped the team get to WEG.

Well done Georgina, Dick and Wilf.

GENERAL
Rosie Mould promotion
Congratulations to Rosie Mould who has 
successfully gained promotion to official 

veterinary status in the discipline of 
driving. Rosie has been assisting 
at numerous international events 
throughout the year in order to 
achieve this qualification and is now 

entitled to officiate in her own right.

British Carriagedriving, East Overhill, 
Stewarton, Kilmarnock, Ayrshire KA3 5JT 

t: 0845 6432116
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