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HORSE DRIVING TRIALS 

British Carriagedriving 
OFFICIAL NEWS 
Council Meeting
The date for the next meeting of the British 
Carriagedriving Council is Wednesday  
1 October.

EVENTS
National Championships 
2014
The British Carriagedriving 
Council recently 
announced a new 
partnership with 
Cirencester Park 
which will be 
the venue for 
the National 
Championships 
this year. 
Although 
the venue is 
changing, the 
dates remain 
unaltered on 
19-21 September. 
Please come along 
and support all the 
competitors. Caravan 
passes for the whole event 
can be purchased from the British 
Carriagedriving office for £45. It would be 
appreciated if everyone would purchase their 
passes in advance. The deadline for receiving 
requests for passes is 10 September.

Although it is some years since we’ve been 
to Cirencester, the estate are looking forward 
to having us and can offer a huge variety of 
tracks, ample parking and space for at least 
three dressage arenas. This is an excellent 

venue and 
one which we 
hope will be 
hosting the 
Championships 

for many years 
to come. We 

appreciate the 
change of venue has 

come at relatively short 
notice but this resolves a 

number of issues which were 
causing concern at Erddig although 

it has certainly created a heavy workload at 
short notice for the organiser!

All qualified drivers should have received 
a schedule by the time this publication 
reaches you. Competitors and stewards are 
welcome to arrive on site from Wednesday 
17 September. Catering will be supplied 
from Thursday to Sunday. There will be 
catering vans on site all day and a bar from 

Thursday. On Saturday night, following the 
usual presentation of prizes, there will be a 
hog roast followed by a disco for those with 
energy left after the marathon. Please come 
along and enjoy the end of season party.

Volunteers wanted
Are you free on the 19-21 September? 
Would you be willing to help at the 
National Championships? If so, please 
contact Geoff Atkins as soon as possible at 
Inchcruin, Redgauntlet Road, Helensburgh, 
Dunbartonshire, G84 7TP or by email at 
geoff.atkins@inchcruin.co.uk. Emails have 
been sent to all those on the Volunteer List 
for whom we have addresses, the others have 
received a postal invitation to help at the 
event. It is normal for driving trials events 
to have more stewards than competitors so 
if you are free and would like to spend a few 
days in the beautiful setting of Cirencester 
Park, please get in touch. 
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Single Horse National 
Championships
As the Single Horse World Championships take 
place so close to our National Championships, 
the class for Advanced Single Horses was held at 
Lowther. The results were as follows: 
1. Matt Were 
2. Elizabeth Lawrence 
3. Ellen Littlechild 
4. Pam Neill 
5. Sarah Meredith

INTERNATIONAL
Single Horse World 
Championships
The final selection event which finalised the 
team travelling to the Single Horse World 
Championships in September took place at 
Lowther. There were a fair number of ups 
and downs during the selection process but 
as Sara Simmons, one of the team members 
points out, one of the difficulties of driving a 
single is that you do not have a spare. 

Sara Simmons
Sara confirmed her place at Lowther with a 
second placed finish in the selection table. Sara 
has been driving for 21 years and currently 
works part time as trainer and producer for 
Jane Robinson’s ponies. Sara has always driven 
in the single horse class and currently driver 
her Dutch Warmblood All Right aka Sirus. 
She says this is a once in a lifetime opportunity 
for them to represent Britain and has formed 
a close partnership with the skinny horse she 
purchased as a four year old for £750 from 
a dealer. They have trained with Boyd Exell 
whose help has kept them on track from the 
beginning. Her marathon has improved this 
year at the expense of her cones. 

Sara says: “My aim before I travel is to 
get my cones mojo back. This used to be 

my strongest phase and I’d like to be back 
driving double clears again.” Sara competes 
with her husband Andrew on the back step 
for the marathon although Georgina Hunt 
will be on the carriage for dressage and 
cones. Sara started in driving by backstepping 
for Georgina and says, “I couldn’t be more 
grateful to them for supporting me now that 
it is my turn and I hope that our collective 
experience will be invaluable to the whole 
team.” The travelling contingent is completed 
with Simon Heath as the lorry driver; this 
group have been competing together for more 
than 20 years!

Ellen Littlechild
Ellen Littlechild also secured her place in 
the team at Lowther, finishing the event 
with a double clear in the cones, having 
only progressed to the Advanced class 
after finishing as the Open Horse National 
Champion in 2013. She has been driving for 
5 years and has made rapid progress through 
the levels. Being based in Jersey, where 
she works as a public services accountant, 
presents a number of challenges for Ellen 
and she flies over to Britain every weekend to 
drive her horse and train with Pippa Bassett, 
her British base. Ellen and Tygroh (aka Cliff) 
bonded straight away and Pippa keeps them 
on the straight and narrow. 

“He’s a fantastic horse and has taught me 
everything,” said Ellen. “We’ve had a lot to do 
this year with 2 international events to achieve 
our qualifying score and then selection 
events but I just got my head down and 
went for it. I’m putting loads of energy into 
training for all three phases before the World 
Championships but focus slightly more on my 
dressage as I see the marathon as my strongest 
phase”. Ellen admits that she couldn’t do this 
without the support team of Phyllis Gouedart, 
her trainer in Jersey, her mum and partner 
Carl Gallichan who backsteps for her in  
the competition.

Nicola Pimbblet
Nicola Pimbblet has been driving for 23 years 
and her current horse is Wanroi aka Royston 
(if you are a fan of Social media, have a look 
at his Facebook page). She started driving in 
showing classes and did Junior Whip classes 
before making the change to driving trials. 
Nicola is a farmer’s wife by trade but also runs 
a livery yard and on-line equestrian retail 
business from her home in the Isle of Man. 
She plans to travel to Britain at the beginning 
of September as the ferry crossing can be 
unreliable in bad weather. Nicola is fortunate 
to receive sponsorship from Simple Systems 
Horse Feeds and is supported by her groom 
Kiree-Ann Kelly who never allows her to use 
anything new during a competition! Nicola 
feels that she handles pressure well. 

“My groom always wishes I would get 
nervous before an event but I don’t let nerves 
get on top of me,” said Nicola. “Before we 
leave I’ll be focussing on my dressage training 
with Ivan Kelly and I’m hoping he may be able 
to travel to the World Championships with us. 
In the meantime, I’m feeling like a celebrity 
on the Isle of Man with newspaper articles 
being written about us, photographers coming 
to the house and invitations to be interviewed 
on radio!” 

All the team members for this 
championship are new to competition at 
world championship level and we wish them 
the very best of luck.

FEI World Equestrian Games
Don’t worry if you are one of the people 
unable to travel to Caen for the FEI World 
Equestrian Games in Caen, France on 4-7 
September. While the main broadcasters are 
unlikely to offer TV coverage of the non-
Olympic disciplines, FEI TV has promised 

Opposite page top: Ellen Littlechild  
Middle: Sara Simmons Bottom: Nicola Pimbblett 
This page above: Wilf Bowman Ripley
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British Carriagedriving, East Overhill, 
Stewarton, Kilmarnock, Ayrshire KA3 5JT 

t: 0845 6432116
e: email@britishcarriagedriving.co.uk
w: www.britishcarriagedriving.co.uk
Office open Mon-Fri 8am to 12 noon

that this will be available (although they 
qualify this by saying this assumes they do not 
have any technical difficulties). You do have 
to pay for this but hopefully should give good 
coverage of the driving action at the end of 
the second week. A month’s subscription to 
FEI TV costs EUR 11.99 and details of how to 
subscribe are on the FEI website.

The four-in-hand driving team which 
will represent Britain is Georgina Hunt, Wilf 
Bowman-Ripley and Dick Lane. The whole 
travelling team wish to express their thanks 
to Bates Sound Systems for supplying radios 
which make communication during the event 
so much easier.

Wilf Bowman-Ripley
From his base at Ashfields Carriage 
and Polo Club in Essex, Wilf 
has travelled extensively this 
year. He has competed in the 
selection events in Britain 
but also had considerable 
success abroad in his search 
for international competition 
at the highest level. This year 
he has finished fifth at CAI3* 
Saumur, eighth at CAI3* 
Lahden and 10th at CAI3* 
Riesenbeck in classes with an 
average of over 40 competitors. 
Wilf is supported by his grooms 
Megan Carruthers and Ben Power 
who will travel to France with the team.

Wilf has been in the carriage driving 
fraternity for about 30 years. He started out 
by grooming for his uncle George Bowman 
at numerous national, international and 
World Championship events. Wilf then went 
on to drive himself in the horse pairs class, 
being fortunate enough to gain a fantastic 
sponsor for four years which allowed him to 
attain a place on the team for the World Pairs 
Championships in Riesenbeck in 1997. Along 
with his team mates George Bowman IV and 
Andrew Williams, the team won a gold medal. 
He also had great success in the horse pairs  
class winning four national pairs 
championship titles.  

Wilf started putting this current team 
together five years ago. After trying many 
horses and adding more experienced horses to 
improve the combination he now has a strong 
team. His first choice of horses for WEG are: 
Bill, Jerry, Nero, Zee Zee and Rodney.

Georgina Hunt
Georgina Hunt is based near Dorking in 
Surrey and started competing in national 
events when she was 15. In the ‘90s she 
dominated the pony team class with her 
father’s home bred team of Welsh ponies 
representing Great Britain and winning three 
consecutive European Championships.

A pharmacist by profession, Georgina has 
been developing her horse team for 10 years 
and has represented Great Britain at the 2012 
World Championships in Riesenbeck. She 
received a prestigious invitation to Aachen in 

2012 
and 

2013 
and regularly 

competes at the 
Royal Windsor Horse Show.

A true amateur, her horses have to multi 
task and are used for all aspects of carriage 
driving from coaching marathons and 
showing classes to indoor extreme driving. 
She made her debut on the international 
indoor circuit as a wildcard in the World Cup 
at Olympia in 2013.

She has been supported throughout her 
journey to her first World Equestrian Games 
by Saracen Horse Feeds and the loyal service 
of her groom Matthew Green. She will be 
cheered on by husband Toby and daughter 
Sophie as well as parents Michael and Patricia 
on whom she blames the whole addiction!

Dick Lane 
Dick was the final member of the team to 
have his place on the British team confirmed. 
He is based in Cranleigh, Surrey and comes 
from an agricultural background although 
he now runs his own construction haulage 
company and builders merchants. He started 
carriage driving in the early ‘90s and has 
risen through the ranks of horse driving trials 
rapidly. He started out with a single Welsh 
Cob then moved up to a Welsh Cob pair and 
finally to a team of Lipizzaners with which he 
has had much success.

Dick has represented Great Britain on 
many occasions being a regular competitor at 
the Royal Windsor Horse Show International 
Driving Grand Prix where he felt his 

campaign to represent Britain at WEG really 
kicked off when he finished as the highest 
placed British competitor this year. He has 
contested numerous World Championships: 
2002 in Jerez, Spain, 2004 in Kecskemet, 
Hungary, 2006 in Aachen, Germany and 
2008 in Beesd Holland. He also represented 
Great Britain at the 2005 World Horse Pair 
Championships in Saltsburg Austria.

The horse team Dick now drives for the 
dressage phase are all pure bred Lipizzaner 
horses originating from Hungary and the 
Famous Lipica Stud Farm in Slovenia. He 
substitutes one of the leader horses with a 
Hungarian Trotter to give additional  
speed and agility for the marathon phase of 
the competition.

Dick credits much of his success to his 
determination and reliability, ensuring he 
has prepared as well as he possibly can on all 
occasions. Prior to WEG he will be focussing 
his attention on training for the cone driving 
phase, as he feels this has been his weakest 
area recently after improving his dressage 
scores following training with current World 
Champion Boyd Exell.

Dick’s other hobbies include rearing beef 
calves and having a day at the horse races 
when he gets time.

Above: Georgina Hunt  
Left inset: Dick Lane 
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