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HORSE DRIVING TRIALS 

British Carriagedriving 
OFFICIAL NEWS 
Council Meeting
The date for the next meeting of the British 
Carriagedriving Council is Wednesday  
1 October.

British Carriagedriving AGM 
and Conference
The AGM and Conference are being held on 
Saturday 11 October in the The Kegworth Hotel 
(previously the Whitehouse), Packington Hill, 
Kegworth, Derbyshire, DE74 2DF. A nomination 
form for council and a copy of the annual 
accounts will be sent in August with an  
“Office News”. 

Council members will be present at the 
conference and will do their best to answer any 
questions and consider suggestions put forward 
by members. It is easier to get a definitive answer 
if the question is known in advance so any 
necessary research can be done. Please send 
any questions or suggestions to the BC office by 
Monday 6 October.

Council plan to reinstate the format where 
morning meetings are held with the AGM 
and conference after lunch with a speaker to 
follow. It is hoped that there will be support for 

a club meeting, an international meeting and 
individual class meetings. Council are happy to 
consider members’ suggestions so please get in 
touch with the BC office if you have any ideas 
you wish to put forward for the day. Although 
the legal bit with the AGM has to be addressed, 
the day is first and foremost for the members 
so please make any suggestions you wish to see 
implemented. We’re not promising they can all 
be achieved this year but council want to know 
what interests the members.

Rule Book
The new format and pricing structure for the rule 
book have been well received by members with a 
great deal of very positive feedback. The ability to 
fold it back with the spiral binder is popular and 
numerous people have been complimentary on 
the improved use of the English language. Please 
let the BC office know if you spot any errors, 
omissions or contradictions. None have been 
noticed yet but there’s still time for someone with 
eagle eyes to notice a point needing correction.

Single horse class 
representative needed
So far no volunteers have come forward. Please 
do not be intimidated into thinking that you 
must be competing in the advanced class. The 

ability to be a good communicator and put your 
class’s views over to council are clearly important 
as the aim is to give the classes from novice up 
to advanced a single point of contact for raising 
issues pertaining to single horses with council. 
Would you be willing to take on this role? If you 
are interested and wish more information, please 
contact the BC Office in the first instance.

EVENTS
National Championships 2014
Make sure you keep the date for the National 
Championships clear in your diary. All British 
Carriagedriving members and British Driving 
Society members are entitled to free entry 
on production of their membership card at 
the gate. 

If you wish to stay over in either a caravan 
or lorry then passes can be purchased for £45 
for the duration of the event. Alternatively, if 
you prefer to park up for free, just add your 
name to the volunteers list of those helping at 
the championships. 

Large entries are expected which means 
a long day for the marathon so as many 
volunteers as possible are required to ensure 
everyone has the opportunity for a break 
during the day. Contact the BC office in 
the first instance if you wish to be added 
to the volunteers’ list. Remember, it’s not 
just marathon day that needs volunteers 
as dressage and cones have to be manned 
too (although they are obviously not 
as demanding).

The lists of those drivers who have 
qualified to compete at the 2014 National 
Championships is updated after each event 
and published on the British Carriagedriving 
website. Schedules and entry forms will be 
sent to all qualified competitors by 15 August. 
If you have not received your paperwork by 
that date and are listed as qualified, please 
contact the BC office.

Note for advanced single horses: Entries 
will be welcomed from advanced single horses 
who will be able to qualify at the 2014 event 
for the 2015 National Championships. 

Competitors wishing to use electric 
fencing will be permitted to do so, although 
this must be notified to the organiser in 
advance with your entry and you must be 
willing to park in the designated area.

Single Horse National 
Championships
Don’t forget that the advanced single horse 
class will have their national championship 
class at Lowther for 2014. With the country  
fair alongside, this is a great event for the  
whole family.Ph
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Opposite page: The Jan Ranzijn Trophy was 
awarded to an emotional Jacques Poppen
This page left: Mick Ward Individual Grade 2 
bronze medal. Middle: Sue Johnson winning the 
Grade 2 cones. Right: Barry Capstick and Lindsey 
Tyas Paice.
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British Carriagedriving, East Overhill, 
Stewarton, Kilmarnock, Ayrshire KA3 5JT 

t: 0845 6432116
e: email@britishcarriagedriving.co.uk
w: www.britishcarriagedriving.co.uk
Office open Mon-Fri 8am to 12 noon

Windsor Park 
Regional Event
Closing date for entries is Saturday  
9 August.

Entries at this event are limited to a 
maximum of 90, so don’t delay. If you 
plan to enter let the organisers know 
as soon as possible. You can also get 
information about local bed & breakfast 
accommodation or local stabling if 
required from the organiser. On-site 
catering will be available on Saturday and 
Sunday and there will be a barbeque on 
Saturday evening with entertainment.

INTERNATIONAL
FEI Para-equestrian 
World Championships
Sandringham excelled themselves in putting 
on a successful FEI World Championship 
event. Many congratulations to all the British 
team members and their back-up crews who 
put in so much time and effort preparing for 
this event. See full report on page 24.

Rachel Belliere-Wilson, team chef 
d’equipe, wrote regular blogs throughout 
the event to keep everyone up to date with 
what all the team members were getting up 
to. The full blog is published on the British 
Carriagedriving website, however, here are a 
few of her thoughts at the end of the event.

“Sunday - the final day of the world 
championships – and what a superb event it 
has been. While others got caught in torrential 
downpours in the morning, the weather 
worked out pretty well for the para drivers, 
with both Grade 2 and Grade 1 drivers able to 
enjoy a clear and almost sunny final phase to 
the competition.

“The closing ceremony was fabulous and 
the organising committee did a fantastic 
job in recognising the drivers and in firmly 
placing para driving on the world class 
map. There were many special awards by 
generous donators, not least the presentation 
of the perpetual trophy for the British 
Championship, kindly donated by Tim 

Bradford. This went to the British competitor 
with the lowest overall score, Mick Ward. 
Lindsey Tyas Paice and Barry Capstick were 
awarded the HRH Princess Haya Hand in 
Hand Trophy for the lowest overall combined 
scores of the pairings of a mainstream and 
para competitor. 

“Aside from the great spectacle of the medal 
winners’ ceremonies for individuals and teams 
(teams staying as they were when they went 
into this phase, with Germany taking gold; 
Netherlands silver and USA bronze), the show 
stopper was the Jan Ranzijn Trophy, kindly 
organised by Debbie Daniel, and awarded to 
Jacques Poppen for the best overall dressage 
of the competition. Jan Ranzijn sadly died in a 
tragic accident at the end of last year. He had 
competed at the international at Sandringham 
last year and was already preparing to compete 
this year. Jutta Lehmeyer scripted and co-
presented a tribute to him with Felicity from 
the commentary box, while the award was 
presented by Sonia, his daughter. Jacques 
Poppen had carried Jan’s hat on the carriage 
during his winning cones round only minutes 
earlier. It was a beautiful tribute to a fabulous 
competitor and it could not have gone to a 
more fitting winner.

“The event was a tremendous success and 
all that is left to say is a massive and heartfelt 
thank you to Sally Moreton, Phillip Bateman, 
Jill Holah and the many helpers and officials 
who made this event possible.

“It was a great opportunity to bring 
para driving at this level to our country 

and to demonstrate the talent and the 
sportsmanship that is growing at this 
level. Thank you to all our generous 
supporters who gave their time, skills, 
support and encouragement to our GB 
drivers. You are all wonderful people.”

Rachel Belliere-Wilson

World Equestrian Games
The four-in-hand driving team which will 

represent Britain at the FEI World Equestrian 
Games in Caen, France on 4-7 September 
has been selected. The team drivers will be 
Georgina Hunt, Wilf Bowman-Ripley and 
Dick Lane. Reserves will be George Bowman, 
Pippa Bassett and Mark Broadbent.

Lähden (GER)
Britain’s Wilf Bowman-Ripley recently had 
an excellent result while competing at CAI 
3* in Lähden (GER). Wilf was the only Brit 
at this event, competing in a class of 35 
horse fours. He was fifth in the dressage and 
fourth after the marathon, finishing in eighth 
place overall.


