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OFFICIAL NEWS 
Council meeting
The date for the next meeting of the British 
Carriagedriving Council is Tuesday 1 July.

Single Horse Class 
Representative Needed
Would you be willing to take on this role? 
The aim is to give the classes from novice 
up to advanced a single point of contact for 
raising issues pertaining to single horses with 
council. You do not need to be in the higher 
level classes to take on this role. If you are 
interested and wish more information, please 
contact the BC Office in the first instance. We 
wish to express our thanks to Jeff Bannister 
for his enthusiastic input to this role over 
many years. 

EVENTS
National Championships
Following the letter from the chairman a 
number of suggestions, some more practical 
than others, were received. It is clear that 
Erddig remains the best option for 2014 
and we anticipate a contract from the estate 
in the near future. British Carriagedriving 
is extremely grateful to the companies and 
individuals who have come forward with 

offers of financial support as this will help 
to make the event viable. Further offers of 
financial support are still being sought. Please 
contac the Chairman Jock McFarlane, or 
the BC Office if you, or anyone you know, 
can help. 

Please remember that past national 
champions no longer automatically qualify 
for the following year’s championships so this 
will affect the number of competitors able to 
qualify at each event.

Single Horse National
Championships
Due to the date of the FEI Single Horse World 
Championships falling the week after our 
own National Championships, the advanced 
single horse class will have their National 
Championship class at Lowther for 2014.

Sandringham National, 
FEI 2* and Para-equestrian 
World Championships
Following the last of the Team GB selection 
events at the end of June, the team 
and individuals representing 
Great Britain at the 
FEI World Para-
Equestrian Driving 
Championships 
(Singles) at 
Sandringham 
from Thursday 
26 to Sunday 29 
June has been 
announced. 

The team of 
three will consist of  
Mick Ward, 
Deborah Daniel and 
Lindsey 
Tyas Paice. Individuals 
will be Lucy Barclay (first 
team reserve), Sue Johnson, 
Margaret Lupton and Sarah 
Baverstock. As host nation, Britain is 
permitted to enter five individuals as well 
as the team. Sadly, Judy Ralls, who was also 
selected as an individual, has had to withdraw 
as her pony has gone lame.

Deborah Daniel
Deborah is based in Whitchurch, Shropshire, 
and is ably supported by her groom Holly 
Dormer. She drives Valeside Galaxy (aka 
Sparky) a 133cm grey Welsh Section 
C gelding.

Deborah was first introduced to carriage 
driving through the Riding for the Disabled 
(RDA) in 2005; went to her very first driving 
trials club competition at the end of 2007 and 

then competed at club level in 2008. She has 
owned Sparky since a five year-old, when he 
had just been broken to drive. 

Despite breaking her leg in 2013 and 
missing the majority of the season, she has 
returned to competition and managed to 
attain the qualifying criteria in order to be 
selected to represent Great Britain for  
a third consecutive time, and in particular for 
the second time with home produced Sparky. 

Deborah has also competed at Horst in the 
Netherlands earlier this year, when she was 
placed fourth in the para-equestrian class.

Mick Ward
Mick lives in Downham Market, Suffolk, and 
his wife, Maria, and daughter, Tamsyn, act as 
his grooms. He drives Toby, a black Welsh X, 
14.2hh gelding.

Mick started competing in driving trials 
in 2011 but had done a bit of private driving 
before that with Springbridge Driving Group.

Mick won the British Para-Driving 
Championships novice class in his first season 
in 2011, then won the Chester Group’s Novice 

Pony Champion at Erddig in the same 
year. He was the highest placed 

Team GB member 2012 in 
Breda (seventh) and came 

home with team bronze.
He won the British 

Para-Driving Open 
Championships at 
Sandringham in 2013.  
He also competed 
internationally at  
Horst, Netherlands 
in 2014, when he was 
placed sixth.

Lindsey Tyas Paice
Based in Ware, 

Hertfordhsire, Lindsey has 
three grooms: Becky Power 

and Alison and Paul Tyas. Her 
pony, Trixies Silver Spirit (aka Jack), 

is a nine-year-old 127cm grey Welsh Section 
C gelding owned by the Countess of Iveagh.

Lindsey has been carriage driving for over 
20 years. She started driving at 14 with her 
own pony, doing private driving as a junior 
before being introduced to driving trials. 

Among a string of international awards, 
Lindsey won team silver 2000, team silver 
2006, team bronze 2010, Open National  
Para-Driving Champion 2009 and was the 
Norfolk Inspirational Sports Person of the 
year in 2007. 

• For further details of the individual 
drivers and details of the event, see www.
britishcarriagedriving.co.uk/sandringham

Above: Mick Ward and Toby 
Right: Deborah Daniel and Valeside Galaxy
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Allerton Park Regional Event
Closing date for entries is Monday 7 July.

Allerton runs from 19-20 July and we are 
delighted to see this popular venue return 
to the national calendar as a regional event 
in 2014. The venue lies very close to the 
A1M so enjoys good access for competitors. 
There will be catering provided on site and 
entertainment on Saturday night. All classes 
are offered.

Goodwood Regional Event
Closing date for entries is Wednesday 16 July.

Brockham Harness Club is again running 
the popular Goodwood event from 26-27 
July. Get your entries in early as they have 
a limit of 70 competitors. There will be a 
barbecue and party on the Saturday evening. 
Advance booking with your entry at £10 per 
person is required with your entry. All classes 
are offered.

Raehills National Event 
Closing date for entries is Friday 11 July.

Raehills organising committee has taken 
the innovative step of running back-to-back 
with Lowther and utilising the national 
holiday on Monday 4 August to try and entice 
more southern based competitors to make 
the trip north. The venue is only 5.5 miles 
from Junction 15 of the M74. There will be a 
shower unit on site which is free to use. On 
the Saturday night there will be a reception 
for competitors and helpers with a ceilidh 
and hog roast (£12 per person prepaid with 
entries please) on Sunday night. You are 
welcome to stay an extra night before setting 
off for Lowther.

Lowther National Event
Closing date for entries is Monday 14 July.

The Lowther event was a welcome 
addition to the national calendar in 2013 
and is expected to be equally popular this 
year. The organisers will welcome drivers and 
helpers with a reception on Thursday evening. 
The marathon offers stunning Lakeland 
countryside and fantastic views. Showers are 
available on the main country fair show field.

Scarvagh Regional Event
Closing date for entries is Wednesday 16 July.

This popular event in the Irish calendar 
runs from 15-17 August. The venue offers 
permanent stabling which can be hired and 
catering is available on site for the duration of 
the event. The organisers invite everyone to a 
cheese and wine reception on the Friday night 
and have arranged a supper dance for the 
Saturday night.

INTERNATIONAL
Saumur
A large contingent of British competitors 
made the trip to France to compete at Saumur. 
Wilf Bowman-Ripley was the star of the show 
with an excellent dressage, a lovely smooth 

marathon round and only 2.49 time penalties 
to add in the cones, to produce a fifth placed 
finish which was well deserved in a high 
quality field with 36 starters. In the single 
pony class, Robert Buck drove a very smooth 
cones round to add less than one penalty 
and finish a very credible second, less than 
one point behind the winner. He was slightly 
disappointed with his performance on the 
marathon as he said he felt rusty due to a lack 
of competitions this year.

James Broome was pleased with his horses 
and felt he had improved on his first event 
at Hopetoun, after his move from ponies to 
horse pairs. He finished seventh in dressage, 
one place behind seasoned international 
British driver Jo Attenborough. This was even 
more remarkable as the first time he drove his 
dressage carriage was at the event where it was 
delivered! An unfortunate harness breakage 
on the marathon caused serious problems 
and slipped him down the results. Penalties 
were racking up fast in the cones for the horse 
pairs so Jo did well to hang on for a seventh 
place finish.

In the single horse class the dressage marks 
were all very similar for the British drivers, 
despite some widely different marks from the 
various judges. Patti Atkinson was over the 
moon with her dressage at her first foreign 
international event and drove a good round of 
cones inside the time where she was unlucky 
to have two cones down. Very few drivers 
managed to complete the round inside the 
time. Sadly, Jock McFarlane’s horse, Wodka, 
had cramp at the halt and had to retire. This 

was a repeat of the problem at Sandringham 
in 2012 and Jock has decided to withdraw 
from the selection list for the FEI Single Horse 
World Championships later this year. 

Sonny Hillier felt he lacked practice on 
the marathon and was rusty, having not yet 
competed this year but a good cones round 
gave him a seventh place finish from 24 drivers. 
Nicola Pimbblet drove consistently and also 
performed well in the cones to finish ninth, one 
place ahead of Patti. There was actually only 
0.79 penalties in the final standings between 
Sonny in seventh and Patti in 10th! 

Overall the British drivers all enjoyed 
the event and were pleased with their top 
10 finish with only some performances 
on the marathon creating a slight feeling 
of disappointment.

Above: Lindsey Tyas Paice


