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OFFICIAL NEWS 
Council meeting
The date for the next meeting of the British 
Carriagedriving Council is Tuesday 1 July.

Tim Bradford was co-opted to council 
at the most recent meeting. Tim’s business 
acumen will be of benefit to the council as 
will his enthusiasm for horse driving trials. 
Tim competed his new Pony Four, with which 
he is aiming for selection to the Pony World 
Championships in 2015, at the first National 
event this year at Ashfields.

International officials 
promotion and training
British Carriagedriving wish to congratulate 
Jeannie Lane on her promotion to FEI Level 3 
Technical Delegate, Harry Luff to FEI Level 2 
Technical Delegate and Barry Capstick to FEI 
Level 2 Judge.

With the prospect of more 
international events being run 

in GBR, British 

Carriagedriving are looking for British officials 
with the necessary ability and experience to 
consider making the step up to international 
level. The Special Development Fund has 
offered some financial support for anyone 
undertaking an FEI course abroad. There is 
also a possibility that our National Officials 
Clinic in March will be run as an FEI course in 
2015 which would offer further opportunities 
to upgrade qualifications. Please contact 
the British Carriagedriving office in the first 
instance if you wish to be considered for an 
FEI course.

Rule book
The new rule book is now available to 
download in its final version from the British 
Carriagedriving website under the menu 
heading “Information”. The intention of 
this publication is to give British drivers a 
document which pertains to British events. 
Hopefully you will notice an improvement in 
spelling, punctuation and grammar from the 
FEI version although the pedants among you 

will no doubt still be 

able to identify areas for further improvement. 
If you do spot any errors, contradictions or 
duplicated information, please send a note to 
the British Carriagedriving office.

Hard copies are now available to purchase 
in the new spiral bound format. The cost of 
the basic version is £6.00 or, if you wish to 
have a personalised copy with your name on 
the front cover, the cost is £6.50. Both options 
include postage. 

British Carriagedriving hopes you appreciate 
the ability to fold the book back which makes 
it particularly easy to use. It is flexible enough 
to fold over to stick in a pocket and should be 
affordable to replace annually if you wish an 
updated copy every year. This new system means 
that there will be no more pages to insert as any 
new copy published will always be the up to 
date version.

Please send orders to the British 
Carriagedriving Office using the ordering form 
on the website with an online payment, or by 
sending a note of your requirements with  
a cheque.

There are a few additions which are of 
particular note:
• If an athlete intends to compete H/C, this 

must be declared before the start of the event.
• New minimum age for young drivers: At 

their recent meeting council agreed to 
reduce the age for entering national events 
from 14 to 12. See Chapter IV, 912.1: 
Drivers aged 12-14 years may drive Single 
Pony at National and Regional events with a 
groom of 18 years or over.

• Young drivers should also note 928.3.1 
which states that, “At all times, whilst on a 
carriage, all under 18s must wear a body 
protector and securely fastened protective 
headgear.”

• Point to note: head cams are not permitted 
to be used as video evidence under the FEI 
General Regulations however, while it is not 
stated in the rule book, council have taken 
the view that if a competitor does produce 
clear video evidence, then this can be used 
in an appeal.

EVENTS
Sandringham National, FEI 
2* and Para-equestrian World 
Championships
Closing date for entries is Monday 9 June.

Sandringham is looking forward to 
welcoming many international drivers to its 
FEI 2* event and the Para-equestrian World 
Championships. Competitors will enjoy a 
marathon which runs over tracks, parkland 
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and farmland on the Sandringham estate. 
After a hard day’s competition, they can 
relax in the bar on Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday evenings.

Catton National
Closing date for entries is Friday 27 June.

Catton is the first selection event for the 
combined ponies in their campaign towards 
the FEI World Championships at Breda in 
September 2015. The usual undulating marathon 
course with eight obstacles, including the 
infamous bank (although this will be omitted for 
the novice classes), will be driven. This time the 
marathon is under the supervision of FEI Course 
Designer Barry Hunter. 

Young Drivers Championships
Closing date for entries is Saturday 12 July.

Remember that the venue for this event 
has changed. The updated schedule and entry 
form can be downloaded from the British 
Carriagedriving website. 

INTERNATIONAL
New Tripartite (TPA) 
Agreement from 18 May 2014
A revision of the Tripartite Agreement (TPA) for 
the movement of horses between the countries of 
the UK, Ireland and France comes into force on 
18 May 2014. 

Formerly any horse could travel freely to 
and from France from the UK with a valid 
horse passport (and no requirement for health 
papers). But in order to reduce the quantity of 
unmonitored horse movements and the potential 
for disease spread, this has now been revoked 
and certification of horse health will be required. 
This means that the UK is  
better protected from the import of horses of 
unknown origin and disease status.

The new TPA contains provision for horses 
entered in FEI competition in France 
(plus Thoroughbreds and certain 
others) to apply for a certificate 
called a DOCOM 
from an approved 

shipper to simplify the costs and administration 
for these horses. Movements for any other 
purpose or movements to any country other 
than France will need to obtain health papers in 
the usual way.

A DOCOM lasts for 10 days, for longer trips 
the relevant shipper in France will issue a return 
DOCOM. The DOCOM means that these “high 
health status” horses will still be exempt from 
obtaining and paying for health papers signed by 
a veterinarian. They are granted  
“high health status” because of their compliance 
with vaccination requirements and FEI 
veterinary regulations.

Approved shippers
BEF has been authorised by Defra as an 
approved TPA body. This means that BEF in 
turn needs to approve the shippers to produce 
DOCOMs and that these shippers comply with 
the BEF’s terms. Any company wishing to apply 
to become an approved shipper should contact 
the BEF office.

Make sure you don’t get 
caught out
In order not to run the risk of being turned back 
at the port, please make sure that you have a 
DOCOM or health papers for all horses moving 
to France from 18 May 2014.

GENERAL
Equestrian Australia Award
for Boyd
The Equestrian Australia website published its 
list of winners, saying: “Equestrian greats and 
enthusiasts joined award finalists, their families 
and friends as well a host of industry members 
at Le Montage in Sydney this evening to 
recognise the sport’s highest achievers of the past  
12 months.

Among those to receive an award was World 
Champion Carriage Driver Boyd Exell who 

was the recipient of the 2013 
Ariat International Athlete 

of the Year award. It is a fitting result for Exell 
as he claimed his fourth FEI World Cup victory 
in France in 2013. Exell’s four-in-hand team 
of horses - Carrington Park Ajax, Clinton Star, 
Bajnok and Spitfire who led Exell to victory 
took out the IRT International Horse of the 
Year award.”

Fuel card
Worried about having to leave your personal 
credit card with the cashier when refuelling your 
lorry or keen to benefit from supermarket fuel 
prices on the motorway? If so then the following 
fuel card may be of interest to you. They operate 
the card for individuals and you can use it for 
other vehicles you own too.

With a wide range of different cards suiting 
all types of fleets, smartdiesel has become one of 
the leading fuel card suppliers in the country. 

Smartdiesel says they offer highly 
competitive weekly pricing structure on free 
fuel cards which are contract/charge/obligation 
free with a site network of over 1,500 sites 
nationwide and the option to increase your 
network coverage with up to 4,500 sites on their 
UK Fuels Plus option. It also offers access to 
18,000 sites across Europe.

To apply please contact Dean Johnson on 
any of the following contact details: tel: 01473 
295444, email: dean.johnson@smartdiesel.
com or online: www.smartdiesel.com. If you 
are contacting Dean, please mention that it was 
through British Carriagedriving that you heard 
of the smartdiesel fuel card.

Opposite page: Deborah Daniel, winner of the  
para-equestrian class at Ashfields. Bottom: Georgina 
Hunt, winner of horse four-in-hands.  
This page top: Karen Hellier, winner of Novice Pony 
at Ashfields Left: Ireland’s Barry Capstick has recently 
been promoted to FEI Level 2 Judge; Barry is seen 
here competing with his pair at Ashfields 
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