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OFFICIAL NEWS 
Council meeting
The date for the next meeting of the British 
Carriagedriving Council is Wednesday 23 April.

Marketing leaflet
The Marketing Committee have been working 
hard to publicise our sport via a new leaflet. 
James Broome says: “As I believe many people 
that are initially interested in our sport 
would benefit from a “have a go” session, I 
have asked Sue Mart to put together a list of 
coaches and venues where someone interested 
can turn up and have a go at driving. This is 
slightly different to the normal list of coaches 
as not everyone has a turnout that they can 
supply for a newcomer.” This information 
will be made easily available on the website 
to appeal to newcomers. The leaflets will 
shortly be printed in bulk so please contact 
the BC office if your club is running an 
event or doing a demonstration at which 
you feel it would be appropriate to distribute 
promotional material.

National Championships 
and the Referendum
Scottish competitors please note that the 
Referendum date is 18 September. If you 
anticipate that you may wish to compete  
in the National Championships but still  
wish to vote, it may be worth applying for a 
postal vote.

Report on the Joint Clinic at
the Unicorn Trust 2014 
Philip Bateman reports from the National 
Clinic which took place on 8/9 March. 

For a wonderful change, the Annual Joint 
Officials Seminar at the Unicorn Trust in Stow 

was blessed with glorious sunshine, which 
enabled the outdoor arena to be used to the full. 

The Judges’ Clinic had Dr Klaus Christ 
from Germany as their Course Director. The 
major author of the new FEI Rule Book, a 
member of the FEI Driving Committee and 
designated President of the Ground Jury at 
WEG in Normandy, Klaus was able to give 
a great amount of insight into all aspects of 
judging and the new rules to the participants. 

Saturday started with a joint briefing for all 
officials with a short rules session afterwards, 
to make sure that everybody was aware of 
how to interpret the rulebook. 

Mark Broadbent and BC Chairman, Jock 
McFarlane, were the guinea pig turnouts 
and the afternoon was taken up in the sunny 
outdoor arena at the Unicorn Trust.

Richard Nicol from the USA, who is 
the course designer at WEG 2014, kept the 
14 course designers on their toes for all of 
Saturday and brought a wealth of knowledge 
and experience to the proceedings. 

Philip Bateman had 10 Technical 
Delegates for an interesting new form of 
clinic. A discussion forum replaced the more 

traditional questions and answers. Discussion 
focussed on last year’s problems and unusual 
situations encountered and various ways to 
solve them; always remembering that we do 
not have problems, only solutions. 

Sunday brought all three groups together 
for a joint cones session, using the four-

Above: Participants enjoyed an informative day at 
the National 2104 Clinic 
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in-hand followed by the single turnouts to 
demonstrate the new narrower cones format 
and how to measure the length of the cones 
course; which always brings a variety of 
different measurements. 

The whole clinic was as always well 
orchestrated by Sydney Smith and her team 
at the Unicorn Trust. On the Saturday night, 
Fran cooked a three course dinner for 49 
people and more than one person was after 
her for the recipe of her bread and butter 
pudding. It was the best I ever tasted. 

Finally a questionnaire was completed 
by the participants, as to whether to return 
again to Stow next year, and this was agreed 
unanimously by all.

EVENTS
Ashfields 
Closing date for entries is Wednesday  
16 April. The national event at Ashfields is the 
first of the season and always popular. Please 
be kind to the organisers and ensure they 
receive your entry by the closing date.

Selection events
With the Para-Equestrian Championships 
being held at Sandringham this year, there 
is one remaining selection event for the PE 
drivers at Ashfields. Mick Ward already has 
three first places and looks certain to be 
representing Britain.

Horse singles have already had two 
selection events last year with Sandringham, 
Catton and Lowther completing the list this 
year. There will be some hotly contested 
competitions with some of the newly promoted 
drivers throwing their hats into the ring.

Horse fours also have their championships 
this year in Normandy. They have four 
selection events remaining in 2014 at 
Ashfields, Hopetoun, Sandringham and 
Catton so it will be a closely fought battle 
to see who gets the coveted places at WEG. 
Georgina Hunt, Wilf Bowman-Ripley and 
Mark Broadbent have started well with the top 
three places respectively at the first selection 
event in 2013.

In addition to WEG, horse fours have the 
opportunity to compete in the FEI European 
Championships 2015 which are being hosted 
by Aachen, Germany from 11-23 August. 
A reduced number of events this year will 
establish who has the chance to represent 
GBR at this event and horse fours will be 
competing for these places at Ashfields, 
Hopetoun and Sandringham.

With their next championships in 2015, 
the horse pairs class chose to have one 
selection event in 2014 and four in 2015. 
The events at which they will contest the 
team places are Lowther 2014 and Ashfields, 
Hopetoun, Sandringham and Catton in 2015.

Likewise, the pony classes stated their 
preference for selection events and opted 
for only four counting events for the singles 

and five for pairs and fours. The singles 
will be selected on their performance at 
Catton in 2014 and Ashfields, Hopetoun 
and Sandringham in 2015 while the pairs 
and fours will be selected from Catton and 
Raehills in 2014 and Ashfields, Hopetoun and 
Sandringham in 2015.

Hopetoun error in schedule
Please note that there is a misprint in the 
email address for the entries secretary in the 
Hopetoun schedule. The correct email address 
is zross09@gmail.com.

INTERNATIONAL
Selection issues
Drivers are reminded that they need to 
submit a selection form (which can be 
downloaded from the website) to the British 
Carriagedriving office before entering their 
first selection event.

New rules introduced after the last 
council meeting require a payment of £200 to 
accompany this form which will be lodged in 
their respective class’s international account. 
It was also decided that only drivers on the 
long list for selection would be entitled to 
attend the class meetings at which decisions 
pertaining to selection events and other 
relevant topics are taken.

Ferry prices for 2014
Julie Camm has negotiated the following 
preferential rates for 2014. The more this 
account is used, the better the rate for the 
following year, so please tell anyone travelling 
abroad that this discount is available by 
quoting account number 111646 at the time 
of booking.
• Up to 7.5 m £75.00
• 7.51-12.5m £125.00
• Over 12.51m £155.00

GENERAL
South of England Carriage
Driving Fair
Brockham Harness Club ran their very 
popular and successful Carriage Fair on 16 
March with a huge range of displays to suit all 
tastes and British Carriagedriving members 
were out in force with council members, 
David Titmuss and James Rooney, available 
to chat about the sport and offer the new 
publicity leaflet to interested visitors. 

There were opportunities for newcomers 
to have a taste of carriage driving and Nick 
Hammond gave an introduction to carriage 
driving using a Fun Bug. One of the most 
popular displays was the master class given by 
British Carriagedriving National Champion 
and World Champion Boyd Exell who made 
the day for Brenda Davis when he invited her 
to ride on his carriage. 

The Team Challenge Competition 
was another highlight and many British 
Carriagedriving members took part with the 
eventual winner for the second year running, 
current British Carriagedriving National 
Champion in the pony fours division,  
Sara Howe.

Mary Bassett gave a long reining 
demonstration with contrasting equines; at 
one end of the scale was Pippa’s 19hh Shire 
horse and at the opposite end some tiny 
Shetlands. This demonstrated that almost any 
equine can be successfully trained to drive.

Brockham Harness Club deserve huge 
credit for raising the profile of driving to such 
a large audience. Good luck and keep up 
the good work in 2015. There will be lots of 
people looking forward to it already (although 
possibly not the organising committee  
just yet!).

Below: James Rooney and David Titmuss at the 
Carriage Fair. Middle: Sara Howe winner of the fair’s 
Team Challenge Event 


