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British Carriagedriving 
OFFICIAL NEWS 
Council meeting
The date for the next meeting of the British 
Carriagedriving Council is Wednesday,  
23 April, 2014.

AGM and Conference
The AGM and Conference will revert to the 
previous format in a hotel on a Saturday. 
The date and venue have still to be confirmed 
although Kegworth is a likely location.

Training Clinics 2014
On 19 January Philip Bateman ran a very 
informative clinic in Lancashire which gave 
drivers a detailed insight into the changes in the 
new FEI Rule Book.

The full list of remaining clinics and booking 
procedure are available on our website at  
www.britishcarriagedriving.co.uk. Please 
send your clinic bookings to the British 
Carriagedriving office in good time. The club 
clinics can be of great benefit to drivers as well as 
officials so everyone is welcome to attend.

Request for training videos
To facilitate the club judges clinics, it would 
be helpful to have a selection of dressage tests 
available for the aspiring judges to assess. 

If you have a video of a dressage test you 
have done and are happy for it to be used for the 
purpose of club judges’ training, please send it to 
the British Carriagedriving office.

EVENTS
Selection events
Confirmed selection events for 2014/2015 are 
now published on the website.

New rules of note
The draft of the new British Rule Book is now 
available on the British Carriagedriving website 
www.britishcarriagedriving.co.uk for members’ 
and clubs’ comments. The ‘preamble’ takes 
account of the clubs’ need to make local rules 
on occasion as long as these decisions do not 
compromise horse welfare and are taken in the 
spirit of the sport. 

Council wished to bring a number of items to 
members’ attention:
• From 1/1/15 body protectors will be 

compulsory for National, Regional and 
Novice Qualifier events

• Marathon carriages can be used for cones 
even if a presentation carriage is used for 
dressage in classes up to and including open. 
Advanced classes will be required to use the 
same carriage in dressage and cones  

(as these can often be used for the purposes 
of selection)

• Talking by the groom in either the dressage or 
cones is not permitted

• The transfer section will be timed and 
appropriate speeds recommended

• Overturning on the marathon will incur 60 
penalties rather than elimination.

Start fees
Council have agreed that there will be a change 
to start fee rates in 2015. To reduce the disparity 
between the rate paid by singles and fours; 
£5 will be added to the single rate and a £10 
reduction applied to the fours.

At our two 2* international events, any British 
Carriagedriving members, who are eligible 
to qualify for the National Championships, 
are required to pay a start fee. This applies 
irrespective of the nationality of the driver.

International Driving Trials 
at Hopetoun
Hopetoun Horse Driving Trials will become 
an international event this year, running a CAI 
1* on Thursday, 22 May and CAI 2* classes 
alongside the advanced classes on Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday, 23-25 May at Hopetoun 
Estate, Newton, Winchburgh, West Lothian 
EH30 9SL. RDA will be running classes on 
Thursday, 22 May in the 1* arena for the RDA 
Driving Challenge Trophy and a chance to 
qualify for the RDA Carriage Driving National 
Championships in July. Further information, 
and details on sponsorship and corporate 
opportunities for this exciting new development 
can be obtained from the organiser, Mrs Jane 
Isaac janeemisaac@btinternet.com or via the 
British Carriagedriving website  
www.britishcarriagedriving.co.uk.

Arena Event Carriage 
Driving at Hopetoun
The SCDA (Scottish Carriage Driving 
Association) and BE (British Eventing)  

are running an Arena Challenge at Hopetoun, 
in the main arena, throughout the Sunday of 
the BE Event on 29 June. This is a wonderful 
opportunity for the sport to integrate with 
ridden eventing and showcase competitive 
carriage driving. Generous prize money is on 
offer. Details for entries will be published on 
the BC website or contact the organiser, Mrs 
Jane Isaac janeemisaac@btinternet.com.

INTERNATIONAL
Venue for World Single Horse 
Championships Confirmed
After the failure of the 2013 test event, the 
FEI reopened the bidding process for the 
World Single Horse Championships in 2014. 
Two venues initially expressed an interest 
although the German one withdrew. The FEI 
has therefore allocated the 2014 World Single 
Driving Championships to Izsák, Hungary, 
which is an hour and a half (92km) from 
Budapest Airport (Ferighey). 

The event will run from 25 to 28 
September. The Hungarian town of Izsák 
hosted an international Driving championship 
for the first time in 2013 when it hosted 
the FEI European Four-in-Hand Driving 
Championships which proved to a very 
successful and enjoyable event. 

The great popularity of carriage driving in 
Hungary was demonstrated by the large crowd 
which attended the event during the three 
competition days.

Selection Issues
At the recommendation of the International 
Teams Committee, council agreed that 
potential candidates for selection must 
commit to the process with a payment of 
£200 which must be sent with their selection 
form. This applies to all classes including 
young drivers and para-equestrian drivers 
entering the new round of selection for 
2015 championships. 
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This will not apply to any classes which are 
already half way through their selection process.

It was also agreed that only drivers who 
have entered their name onto the long list 
for each two year period may be invited to 
class meetings where decisions regarding the 
selection process are discussed.

The 2* Guide for GBR drivers
As many competitors are eligible to enter the 
FEI 2* classes at Hopetoun and Sandringham, 
even if you are not competing in the advanced 
class yet, we have prepared the following list of 
points which may assist you decide which class 
to enter:
• All horses must be six years or older
• All newly registered horses must be  

micro-chipped
• All horses must be registered with the FEI.
• All horses not registered in GBR must have 

a full FEI passport
• All athletes must be registered with  

the FEI
• Equine vaccination rules apply in full
• The first examination will be carried out 

before the first horse inspection
• Bridle numbers must be worn at all times 

outside the stables
• Athletes must be smartly dressed at the first 

horse inspection
• Athletes’ vehicles will be measured after 

Competition A and bits checked
• The marathon course will be open at 

9.00am on Thursday
• There will be NO course inspection of 

Section A and the Transfer Section
• Hard hats and body protectors must be 

worn on all sections of the marathon
• Athletes’ vehicles will be measured at the 

start of Section B on the marathon
• The final in-harness horse inspection 

(before Competition C ) is mandatory.

2014 Promotion Criteria of
International Driving Officials
The FEI run courses for stewards in addition 
to judges, course designers and technical 
delegates. At the end of January, the FEI 
published the new criteria for becoming and 
progressing as an international official. This 
includes getting started as a Level 2 official 
(this used to be called ‘candidate’). These 

criteria are published at http://fei.org/fei/your-
role/officials/driving/education-system. 

Invitations and schedules for forthcoming 
courses can be found at https://next.fei.org/fei/
your-role/officials/driving/education-calendar. 

A form requesting promotion must also be 
completed by each prospective international 
official and these can be found at https://next.
fei.org/fei/your-role/officials/driving/forms .

If anyone is considering promotion to 
international status, please check the published 
criteria in the first instance and then notify the 
British Carriagedriving office of your interest.

GENERAL
International Appointment
James Rooney, Chairman of the British 
Carriagedriving Training Committee, has 
been appointed by the FEI to the position of 
President of the Ground Jury at the European 
Pony Eventing Championships to be held in 
Millstreet Co. Cork, Ireland from 30 July to 
3 August 2014. Although not connected with 
driving, this is a very prestigious appointment.

John Ball
We are sad to announce the death of John Ball 
on 18 January 2014 aged 84 years.

John was a well known show jumping 
course builder, but driving enthusiasts and 
competitors will remember him best as the 
designer and builder of the cone course at 
Lowther, which he did from the mid seventies 
to the year 2000 when he retired. 

His innovative courses were always 
challenging and enjoyed by all competitors. 

He is survived by his wife Ruth, his son, 
daughter and grandchildren.

Have you had an accident or
near miss?
The recent article in Horse and Hound 
highlighted the problems Karen Bassett is 
having due the high volume of traffic and the 
speed at which they travel on her local roads. 

The article went on to quote the British 
Horse Society’s senior safety executive, Sheila 
Hardy, as saying that, “no carriage driving 
incidents had been reported to the BHS to 
date”. 

If you should be unfortunate enough to 
have an accident or incident on the roads, 
please report it. The BHS has a dedicated site 
for accident reporting at www.horseaccidents.
org.uk. The BHS say: “We need evidence in 
the form of hard facts and statistics.” (Horse 
and Hound, page 11, 23 Jan 2014).


