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OFFICIAL NEWS 
Council Meeting
The date for the next meeting of the British 
Carriagedriving Council is unconfirmed 
as Carriage Driving goes to press.

Membership renewals
Hopefully you will by now have renewed your 
British Carriagedriving membership. The 
membership cards are orange this year and 
enclosed with your yearbook. If, over the festive 
period the form has been misplaced (it was sent 
with your December Office News), you can print 
one from the website, join online and pay by 
BACS, debit card or credit card or contact the BC 
office for a replacement.

Training Clinic Dates for 2014
Please send your clinic bookings to the British 
Carriagedriving office in good time. Further 
details and booking forms can be downloaded 
from the British Carriagedriving website. The 
dates are as follows:
• National Combined Conference

8, 9 March (Cones 9 March)
• North Club Course Designers

Saturday 22 March  
• South Club Course Designers 

Sunday 30 March  
• South Club Judges 

Sunday 23 March  
• North Club Judges 

Sunday 30 March  

Request for training videos
To facilitate the club judges’ clinics, it would 
be helpful to have a selection of dressage tests 
available for the aspiring judges to assess. If you 
have a video of a dressage test you have done 
and are happy for it to be used for the purpose of 
club judges’ training, please send it to the British 
Carriagedriving office.

EVENTS
Hopetoun International
It is now confirmed that Hopetoun will run as 
an international 2* event this year, giving drivers 
a further opportunity to achieve a FEI World 
Championship qualifying score or progress 
towards 3* international status, on home soil. 
More details will be published on the website as 
soon as they are available.

Hopetoun Arena Challenge 
The SCDA and British Eventing will be running 
an Arena Challenge at Hopetoun on Sunday 
29 June in the main arena. This is a wonderful 

opportunity for the sport to integrate with 
eventing and showcase competitive carriage 
driving. Generous prize money is on offer. 
Details for entries will be published shortly on 
the BC, SCDA and BE websites. 

• For further information please contact Stuart 
Buntine on stuart.buntine@bedeltd.co.uk or 
Jane Isaac janeemisaac@btinternet.com

INTERNATIONAL
Olympia
We loved it and even more to the point, the 
public loved it! Extreme Driving looks set to 
stay at Olympia. Georgina Hunt was the wild 
card entry but the British Masters series, while 
a useful warm up, did not really give her much 
preparation for the atmosphere in the Grand 
Hall at Olympia. Nonetheless, her horses coped 
magnificently and she wasn’t far off the pace. 
Check the British Carriagedriving website for the 
daily reports and further photographs. There is 
also a full report on page 19.

GENERAL
YELA Scheme and BEF Youth 
Action Group
A number of British Young Drivers have become 
involved in the YELA awards. 

Alice Stables is a Young Driver who has been 
involved in the sport in different ways. She tells 
how this came about and what her role entails.

“We all know that horse driving trials would 
not be possible without the large number of 
volunteers in the background. The roles of 

volunteers range vastly from organising national 
and international events, to organising local 
training days or even backstepping for your 
child, spouse or neighbour. As a young driver 
I am acutely aware of how much my family 
has helped me get to where I am as well as the 
support of so many people already in the sport 
and the dedication of Sydney Smith and Mary 
Jane Campbell among others in organising 
training events and sending Junior teams to 
Austria and Hungry for the Junior  
World Trophies. 

“Through volunteering for the BEF Youth 
Action Group I heard about the Young 
Equestrian Leaders Award (YELA) scheme and 
I took the opportunity to try and give something 
back to the sport.

“YELA is an equestrian alternative to 
the Duke of Edinburgh Award and offers a 
chance for anyone between 13 and 25 to gain 
recognition for any volunteering you do within 
equestrian sport. The award also presents a 
fantastic way of differentiating yourself from 
the rest when writing personal statements for 
university or for job applications. 

There are three levels, bronze, silver and 
gold, with the bronze award consisting of 20 
hours of volunteering over eight weeks as 
well as completing some evaluation questions 
about your performance and experiences. 
All this information is recorded in a logbook, 
similar to the Duke of Edinburgh Award, and if 
satisfactorily completed you receive a certificate 
in recognition of your effort. 

“On completion of the bronze award it is 
possible to progress to the silver award which 
demands 40 hours of volunteering over 16 weeks 
in two separate equestrian disciplines. The gold 
award is the most challenging asking for 60 
hours of volunteering over 32 weeks in three 
different equestrian disciplines. 
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“I completed my YELA Bronze Award 
in March of this year and I am now halfway 
through my silver award. The volunteering I have 
done through the YELA scheme has given me 
great satisfaction and fantastic opportunities to 
give something back to horse driving trials. My 
first entry into my bronze award logbook was 
obstacle judging at Goodwood National. 

“Another entry into my logbook was 
volunteering at Easter Junior Camp at the 
Unicorn Trust. This year was my 10th year at the 
Unicorn Trust Easter Camp and I have enjoyed 
every one. My first Easter Camp, aged eight, was 
the first time I had ever been carriage driving 
and I have never looked back. I hope some of 
them will gain as much from carriage driving as I 
have over the last 10 years. 

“Another fantastic opportunity was helping 
my local pony club complete their carriage 
driving mini badge, where the young riders 
completed a quiz about horse driving trials, 
had a look at some harness and lamps, tried on 
some dressage kit and finished by racing each 
other around a makeshift obstacle made from 
chairs. The children all thoroughly enjoyed the 
evening and, as many of them had never really 
considered driving trials as a potential discipline, 
they learnt a lot. Many of the parents also had 
questions to ask and liked the idea of breaking 
the children’s ponies to drive once they had 
grown out of them.

“Helping to run the display and stall at this 
year’s Carriage Driving Fair also contributed 
towards my YELA award. We ran a lucky dip, 
cake sale and tombola stall that went down a 
treat, as always.

“Committee work also contributed, with both 
my role on the British Young Drivers Committee 
over the last two years and my position on the 
BEF Youth Action Group counting towards 
my award. 

“The BEF Youth Action Group consists of 10 
people aged between 16-21 from a range  
of equestrian disciplines, with carriage driving 
represented by Rosanna Walters-Symons and 
myself. The purpose of the Youth Action Group 
is to make the voice of young people within 
equestrian sport heard by the people that can 
make things happen within the  BEF offices. 

“One thing I have learnt is how unique horse 
driving trials is, in that the voice and feedback 
from our young drivers is regularly sought after 
as well as our young drivers taking initiative 
themselves in fundraising, organising training 
events and offering support to each other. 

“The BEF Youth Action Group has had 
two meetings so far where we have discussed 
a number of topics, from the rebranding of the 
Pony Club to new initiatives to get young people 
into equestrian sport and a potential National 
Youth Forum. It will be based on the National 
Equine Forum, but with stalls and displays  
as well as speeches on a range of equestrian 
topics; potentially with an emphasis on careers 
within equestrianism. 

“Volunteering has greatly enriched my 
experiences within the world of horse driving 
trials and beyond. It has given me a chance to 
give something back to the sport after others 
have done so much to support me over the years, 
as well as teaching me a lot of life skills, such as 
organising presentations and displays and how to 
communicate well within a committee situation. 

“I highly recommend getting involved in 
volunteering within horse driving trials and if 
you happen to be between 13 and 25 make the 
most of the YELA scheme to gain recognition 
for the work that you have put in. There are a 
vast number of opportunities to volunteer within 
driving trials from journalism to stewarding to 
organising training events.”

Emily Ham has just completed her Silver 
Award, volunteering with her local affiliated 
driving club, Powys Carriage Driving Group, 
and with British Dressage. Emily says:“It’s 
a fantastic way to get new insights into the 
different disciplines and a great way to make 
new friends. It brings focus to your volunteering 

and encourages you to reflect on how you can 
develop as an equestrian. I’m about to start my 
Gold Award and will be able to carry on with 
helping out and taking on new challenges at 
British Carriagedriving and British Dressage 
events, while also branching out into more 
unfamiliar territory with other BEF organisations 
like British Showjumping and the RDA. I am 
really looking forward to continuing with this 
excellent scheme.”

• To find out more about YELA visit  
www.yela.org.uk.
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