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OFFICIAL NEWS 
Council Meeting
The date for the next meeting of the British 
Carriagedriving Council is Wednesday  
29 January, 2014.

Membership renewals
It’s the time of year again when annual 
subscriptions are due for renewal. If, over the 
festive period the form has been misplaced 
(it was sent with your December Office 
News), you can print one from the website 
or join online. Alternatively, you can make 
a direct bank payment. A BACS payment 
means that British Carriagedriving receives 
the full amount of your subscription without 
a deduction for the credit card fee. Did you 
know that almost £5 of a full membership and 
just over £2 of an associate membership goes 
to the credit card company? Multiply this by 
the number of members and it comes to a 
significant sum of money annually.

Membership cards will be sent with the 
yearbooks before the end of January. Please do 
not phone the office before the end of January 
unless confirmation of insurance cover is 
urgently required for new members. Existing 
members are insured until 31 January 2014.

EVENTS
National Championship 
date confirmed 
The date for the 2014 British Carriagedriving 
National Championships has been confirmed 

as 19-21 September. It is hoped to run this 
event at Erdigg and we have an agreement in 
principle with the estate. Confirmation of the 
venue will not be finalised until January. 

Prohibited Substances List
The FEI Bureau has approved changes to 
the FEI Equine Prohibited Substances List 
brought forward by the FEI List Expert 
Group. These changes are released now in 
order to start the process of familiarisation 
with them and will come into force on  
1 January, 2014.

The changes have been placed on the FEI 
Clean Sport Website (www.feicleansport.org) 
for ease of reference.

Remember that the new anti-doping 
strategy is administered by the British 
Equestrian Federation and competitors to 
be tested are drawn at random. You are as 
likely to get tested in the novice class as 
the advanced!

Progression to the 
Advanced Singles Class
As the new FEI Rule Book has created a 
system of progression which mirrors that 
of British Carriagedriving, and stipulated 
that once a level was achieved it was for life, 
council agreed to follow this idea and have 
revised the system of progression to the 
advanced singles classes. If a driver chooses 
to fast track their progression, they are now 
required to complete three open national 
events, with a dressage mark 60 or less. 

Once a driver has attained advanced 
status, they will be eligible to compete in 
that class with a different horse if they 
wish. The rule requiring drivers to go up to 

Supporters
200 Club
With your December Office News, 
you will have received a letter from 
Heather Clark with an invitation to join 
the Supporters’ 200 Club. Heather 
says: “Thank you to everyone who 
has supported the 200 Club in my 
first year at the helm. I’ll be circulating 
membership details for next year in due 
course and look forward to welcoming 
members, old and new.” The funds 
generated from the 200 Club are 
used by the supporters to purchase 
equipment for use in driving trials.

advanced after winning the open NCs will 
be withdrawn. 

It was agreed that drivers should be in the 
advanced class in order to compete abroad, 
as a one year trial period, subject to council 
approval and performance monitoring. 

INTERNATIONAL
If you are considering competing abroad, 
specifically in France, are you aware of the 
proposed new regulations which affect horse 
boxes and other vehicles which come into 
effect from 1 January, 2014?

“All drivers of horseboxes over 3.5 tonnes 
travelling through France will need to install a 
new GPS system and pay tax according to the 
distance they travel” (Horse and Hound, page 
8, 14 November, 2013). Further information 
can be obtained from www.ecotaxe-france.
com/eco-tax-what-you-need-to-know.
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GENERAL
Horse and Hound 
online blog 
Young driver, Emily Ham, has the opportunity 
to raise awareness of the sport through her 
online blog for Horse and Hound and tells us 
how she got involved. 

I am absolutely thrilled to have been 
asked by the editor to produce a driving blog 
for the online editions of Horse and Hound 
and overwhelmed by the support my fellow 
drivers have given me. I am not quite sure 
how I was one lucky enough to be chosen, 
but over the years with my different driving 
activities I have been interviewed quite often 
by Sarah Radcliffe, who writes and takes 
photographs for Horse and Hound and I think 
she must have pointed out how passionate I 
am about the whole range of driving activities. 
Sarah used to put little feature articles about 
my driving with my Section A single and 
pair and the magazine has produced several 
big write-ups featuring private driving 
successes with my Section C, Crossfield 
Glory, as well as photographs and quotes from 
driving trials, particularly the BYD National 
Championships. 

The magazine felt that my background 
was ideal as I am a young driver competing 
actively and successfully in indoor and 
outdoor trials, driven showing, attelage, 
driven trec and scurry trials and have already 
taken many driving qualifications. The blog 
is to be my personal accounts, but I intend to 
cover all aspects of driving and I have started 
with horse driving trials as it links in well with 
the FEI World Pony Championships and start 
of the indoor driving season. It is a weekly 
blog, coming out online every Thursday and 
I am really keen to promote driving as a sport 
for everyone to enjoy – accessible to all ages 
and also to people with disabilities.

List of credentials
I have been passionate about horses since I 
was two-years-old and involved in pony club, 
riding club and ridden trec before carriage 
driving took over as my main horsey pursuit. 
From the beginning I have loved driving 
trials and BDS activities equally and enjoyed 
both – usually using the same pony for 
both activities. 

I am keen to learn as much as possible 
and to help others into the sport. To this end 
I have taken BDS qualifications that include 
the intermediate, the pairs units and the 
foundation degree in commercial harness 
horse driving. I am the BDS Support officer 
for the Mid-East Wales and East South 
Wales areas of the BDS and organise many 
training sessions as a BDS Wales Young 
Driver’s Officer. I have an NVQ 2 and 3 
in horse care with specialist units on the 
performance horse and on driving horses. I 

am the BYD Representative for Wales as well 
as Vice Chair and Training officer for Powys 
Carriage Driving Group and try to attend 
courses as well as the BYD training. I have 
also taken my UKCC level 1 and am keen to 
progress through the coaching levels. I have 
just completed a BSc in Equine Science at 
Aberystwyth University, and I am now taking 
an MSc with equine units and working on a 
dissertation alongside the Welsh Pony and 
Cob Society.

In the ribbons
My driving achievements include numerous 
BDS class wins, concours d’elegance wins 
and show championships as well as attelage. 
At 15 I won the BDS Voice Products 
Scholarship which was presented at HOYS. 
With Crossfield Glory I have won numerous 
rosettes and trophies as part of the Welsh 
Pony and Cob Performance Scheme, all 
the points gained were through driving, 
including the Rookery Trophy for outstanding 
achievement and the Coedyrhyd bowl for 
being the overall driving champion, won 
every year for the past six years. This year I 
also entered Alfie who was reserve champion. 

I have been a BYD National Young Driver 
Champion three times and have competed 
internationally for the BYD teams four times, 
winning the Derby Cup at the Channel Cup 
event. In 2010 I won the BC Novice Points 
League and I was runner-up in the 2011 BC 

Intermediate Pony Points League having 
won at my three events  – the nationals at 
Hopetoun , Erddig and Holker. Last year I was 
Reserve Intermediate Pony Champion at the 
National Championships. 

I hope to progress further with all my 
driving pursuits in the years to come and 
would hope to improve when I am able to 
drive more often .Not only am I away at 
university, but even when at home the terrain 
is so steep we have to box out to drive . This 
means my schooling work is done from the 
ground on a very small arena and apart from 
the occasional training session with James 
Broome carriage driving is largely limited to 
actual competition events which is obviously 
far from ideal.
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Oppostie page:  Roger Campbell at the FEI Pony World 
Championships 2013. Right: Emily Ham

British Carriagedriving, East Overhill, 
Stewarton, Kilmarnock, Ayrshire KA3 5JT 

t: 0845 6432116
e: email@britishcarriagedriving.co.uk
w: www.britishcarriagedriving.co.uk
Office open Mon-Fri 8am to 12 noon


