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OFFICIAL NEWS 
Council Meeting
� e date for the next meeting of the British 
Carriagedriving Council is 29 January, 2014.

British Carriagedriving AGM 
and Conference
� e Annual General Meeting and Conference 
took place on Saturday 16 November at 
Addington Manor. In the � rst session, members 
were brought up to date with the new FEI rule 
changes by Philip Bateman. Short discussions 
on � nance, competitions, clubs, training and 
marketing followed. A� er lunch and the AGM, 
where Ian Gilbert was elected to council and 
Barry Hilditch and Jock McFarlane re-elected, 
members views were put forward in an open 
forum. Further details will be published in the 
December O�  ce News and Conference Reports 
emailed to members. Jock then presented 
Barry Hilditch with the Chairman’s Award in 
recognition of the immense amount of help 
Barry has voluntarily given both of himself and 

British Carriagedriving, and Alice Pritchard 
with the award for the Most Promising Young 
Driver. Among other successes, Alice was Novice 
Pony National Champion in 2011 and won the 
Intermediate class in 2013. 

2014 Training Clinics
For 2014 club clinics have been organised in the 
north and south for judges and course designers. 
It is recognised that many people in clubs do 
more than one job so some courses will be run in 
alternate years. In 2015 clinics will be organised 
for technical delegates. We are very grateful 
to Robert Bowman for o� ering the use of his 
premises for the northern course designers clinic 

� e National Training Clinic takes place 
on 8 and 9 March, 2014. It will be an FEI joint 
clinic for judges, technical delegates and course 
designers and there will be a speci� c FEI focus 
on 7 March. Club o�  cials are invited should they 
wish to attend.

Rules Seminar
• Date: Sunday 19 January
• Trainer: Philip Bateman
• Venue: � e Best Western Lancashire Manor 

Hotel, Skelmersdale, Near Wigan, Lancashire, 
WN8 9QD

• Times: 10.30am – approx. 2.30pm
• Cost: Free including complimentary tea and 

co� ee. Soup and sandwiches will be available 
– cost £10 and must be pre-booked.

National Combined Conference
• Date: (7th FEI only) 8, 9 March, 2014 

(Cones 9 March)
• Trainers: Klaus Christ, Judges: Richard Nicoll, 

CDs: Philip Bateman, TDs
• Venue: Unicorn Trust, Netherswell, Stow on 

the Wold, Gloucestershire, GL54 1JZ
• Times: Saturday 9.30am: Sunday 9am
• Cost: tbc

North Club Course Designers
• Date: Saturday 22 March, 2014 
• Trainer: Ian Gilbert and Carol Meredith
• Venue: � e Warehouse, Burrowgate, Penrith, 

CA11 7TA
• Times: 10am for 10.30am – approximate 

� nish 4pm
• Cost: £20 to include tea/co� ee and biscuits 

and soup and sandwiches for lunch

South Club Course Designers
• Date: Sunday 30 March, 2014   
• Trainer: Steve Lucas
• Venue: Holiday Inn, Reading-South M4, 

Jct.11, Basingstoke Road 500, Reading, 
RG2 0SL

• Times: 10am for 10.30am – approximate 
� nish 4pm

• Cost: £25 to include tea/co� ee and biscuits 
and soup and sandwiches for lunch

South Club Judges
• Date: Sunday 23 March, 2014   
• Trainer: James Rooney
• Venue: Holiday Inn, Reading-South M4, 

Jct.11, Basingstoke Road 500, Reading, 
RG2 0SL

• Times: 10am for 10.30am – approximate 
� nish 4pm

• Cost: £25 to include tea/co� ee and biscuits 
and soup and sandwiches for lunch

North Club Judges
• Date: Sunday 30 March 2014   
• Trainer: James Rooney
• Venue: Premier Inn, Carlisle J44, Parkhouse 

Road, Carlisle, CA3 0HR
• Times: 10am for 10.30am – approximate 

� nish 4pm
• Cost: £25 to include tea/co� ee and biscuits 

and soup and sandwiches for lunch

Request for training videos
To facilitate the club judges clinics, it would 
be helpful to have a selection of dressage tests 
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available for the aspiring judges to assess. If you 
have a video of a dressage test you have done 
and are happy for it to be used for the purpose of 
club judges’ training, please send it to the British 
Carriagedriving o�  ce.

Georgina takes 
Olympia ticket
Wendy Nix reports from Addington
� e AGM and Members’ Conference ended in 
� ne style with a thrilling horse fours Olympia 
quali� er competition, which saw Georgina Hunt 
win through for a place in the Extreme Driving 
FEI World CupTM class at Olympia, � e 
London International Horse Show. 

Changing the format, the four drivers – 
Georgina, Dick Lane, Wilf Bowman-Ripley and 
George Bowman IV – went straight into the 
� rst of two rounds to decide who went forward. 
� e � ght was between Georgina and Dick 
following the earlier competitions at Merrist 
Wood and Bury Farm, but the other two turned 
the event into a great spectacle of high-
speed skill. � is was followed by a 
‘Winner Takes All’ single round 
competition for a trophy and 
prize pot of £260, kindly 
donated by BC members 
who stayed to watch.

Wilf was � rst in 
the arena but used up 
precious time when 
his nearside leader took 
exception to the bridge 
at three. Nevertheless, 
Wilf put in a superb display 
of obstacle driving producing 
the smoothest, and fastest, routes 
throughout the evening. An additional 15 
cones’ penalties le�  him on 141.26 for his round. 
George had steering problems and an additional 
25 penalties, � nishing on 151.57.

Georgina was next in; driving for her life 
she had just � ve penalties to add to her time of 
107.25, laying down the gauntlet to Dick who 
drove clear, but in a slower time to � nish 8.60 
in arrears.

� e deciding round was run in reverse order 
and George put his foot to the boards to go clear 
in a fast 110.67, giving him a total of 262.24. 
Wilf put in an incredible performance, his leader 
now becoming more accustomed to the bridge, 
to also go clear in 105.82 (247.08). Dick drove a 
second clear round to � nish on 110.74 (231.59), 
meaning that Georgina had to � nish in less than 
119.34 to win. She went at a breath-taking pace 
from the outset and was clear up to number 
six where a ball fell so the pressure was on, but 
Georgina just kept her horses galloping through 
the cones to stop the clock on 101.72, giving her 
a total of 218.97; a worthy victor.

Wilf deservedly won the cash prize in the 
‘Winner Takes All’ round, despite adding 10 
penalties and another heart-stopping moment at 
the bridge to the fastest time of the night (98.91). 
Georgina tried her best, going even faster 
through the start gate than before, but came 
unstuck as she overshot turning to the bridge, 

leaving her nearside 
leader with nowhere 
to go. � e clock was 
stopped as repairs were 
made to the bridge ‘wall’ 
and on the restart she 

still had a good crack, but 
a further two balls down for 

15 penalties altogether le�  her 
in runner-up position with Dick 

taking third and George fourth.
Grateful thanks must go to Tim Price and 

his crew at Addington, Dick Carey and his 
Indoor Driving team, Hugh Scott-Barratt for his 
generous donation towards the drivers’ expenses 
and to James Broome, whose concept initiated 
last year has really captured the imagination.

Extreme Driving at Olympia, � e London 
International Horse Show takes place on: 
Wednesday 18 December (evening) – Top Score 
� ursday 19 December (a� ernoon) – FEI World 
Cup™. First Leg Friday 20 December (evening) – 
FEI World Cup™ Final. For further information 
and tickets visit: www.olympiahorseshow.com.

Edmund Goodwin
Douglas Strachan has written the following 
tribute to Edmund Goodwin who passed away 
on 24 October.

With the passing of Edmund Goodwin, 
the world of driving trials has lost one half of a 
wonderful couple of driving trials enthusiasts. 
From a boy, Edmund was involved with horses. 
First with friends from show jumping, then 
carriage driving. He was an Area Commissioner 
for the BDS, a steward for the March Shire Horse 
Show at Peterborough and was President of the 
Midlands Driving Trials Group. As a council 
member of the then BHDTA his company 
re-levelled and re-turfed the Sandringham 

dressage arena for the European Championships 
as their donation to the event.

It was through driving trials I met a 
true friend, a gentleman, an enthusiast, a 
traditionalist, a man of strong opinions, a very 
caring person, a very social man, and a supporter 
of all that was good in British HDT. I could go 
on, but Edmund would be the � rst to admit that 
he could not have succeeded without his “young” 
groom Joan clinging to the back as he sprung 
his ponies through the obstacles. Joan was 
then expected to change quickly and then start 
preparing for the evening meal/festivities for 
perhaps 24 fellow competitors. Who can forget 
their famous ‘Green Bus’!

I think Edmund’s greatest pleasure was 
driving with Joan and their granddaughter up 
the main arena centre line at Windsor during 
that great celebration “All the Queen’s Horses”.

Edmund you were a true gentleman. 
� ank you. 

Edmund’s wife, Joan, has sent the 
following letter.

On behalf of myself, Sean, Mark and our 
families, I wish to thank you all for the lovely 
cards, letters, donations and phone calls received 
a� er Edmund sadly passed away. I cannot 
express my feelings when we arrived at the 
church and saw all our family and friends from 
near and far waiting there. It was overwhelming 
and a great comfort to us all, for this I thank 
you. We have had some wonderful times at the 
driving events when competing and also helping 
and feel so lucky to have made such a lot of good 
friends over the years. Love to you all. Joan.

Far le� : BC Chairman Jock McFarlane presents  Barry 
Hilditch with the Chairman’s Award. Above: � e Young 
Driver Award was presented to Alice Pritchard 
Inset: Georgina Hunt at the British Masters
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