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EVENTS
FEI Combined Pony World 
Championships 2013
History has been made with two young 
drivers selected for the Senior British Team. 
Following the fifth and final selection 
event for the FEI Combined Pony World 
Championships in Pau (France) from  
31 October to 3 November 2013, the team of 
six drivers has been finalised as:
• Single Pony:

Roger Campbell and Rosanna  
Walters-Symons

• Pony Pairs: 
Anna Grayston and Emma Burge

• Pony Fours: 
Sara Howe and Sue Skeggs

Representing GBR in the single pony division 
are two of our talented young drivers who 
saw off stiff competition from seasoned 
international competitors. 

Although lying eight points behind the 
overnight leaders after the dressage phase in 
the final selection event, a faultless marathon 
round from Rosanna Walters-Symons 
elevated her to second and Roger Campbell to 
first place with one phase left to drive. 

The difference between the scores of the 
top four drivers at this point was a nail biting 
0.64 penalties. With three penalties to add  
for a ball down and one penalty for every  
two seconds over the time allowed, the class  
hung on a knife edge where any error would 
be catastrophic. 

In the end it was the young drivers Roger 
Campbell and Rosanna-Walters-Symons  
who held their nerve. Although Rosanna 
added 1.56 time penalties she remained in 
second place and Roger drove a faultless 
double clear round to seal their places on  

the FEI World Championship Team.
In the pony pairs division, Anna Grayston 

confirmed her selection with first place and 
Emma Burge and Alan Clarke battled it out 
for the second spot. In the end a third place 
finish on this occasion was sufficient to secure 
the World Championship ticket for Emma. 
Sara Howe had sealed a selection place 
before the championships with a win in every 
selection event, so it was no surprise when 
she was victorious yet again with her team of 
Welsh ponies. Sue Skeggs had options in the 
single pony division but has been selected 
to drive her pony four and will benefit from 
international competition earlier this year. 

The British Team is ably supported by the 
official personnel. Coordinating the entire 
effort as chef d’equipe is Jill Holah who has a 
huge amount of experience in this role. Also, 
travelling with the team, with the intention 
of squeezing every possible mark out of each 
drivers’ performance, is team trainer Boyd 
Exell. Taking care of the 16 equines is Holly 
Applewhite, the team vet, and Nicola Baguley, 
an equine physiotherapist. As a sports 
psychologist, Nichola Kentzer will also have  
an input into the team preparation before  
they travel.

Roger Campbell
Roger started driving his granny’s pony at the 
age of 11 and he says: “It just snowballed from 
there.” He competed this turnout for the first 
few years of his driving career. Now, at the 
age of 24, Roger has been driving his mother’s 
14-year-old Welsh Section D chestnut mare 
Carregcoch Keltic Rose for three years. He 
has come up through the Young Driver 
programme and still attends the Young 

Drivers Easter Camps while also training 
with Boyd Exell. The selection campaign saw 
good performances in all the events with 
the high spot being his win at the National 
Championships, which confirmed his place in 
the British team. 

Roger’s relaxed approach and ability to 
cope well under pressure are a particular 
strength and contribute to his feeling that 
his best phase is now the cones, although his 
performance on the marathon must run this 
a close second. As a welder fabricator for a 
national company, Roger puts his skills to 
good use at home with many modifications to 
his carriages to improve the performance. 

Sara Howe
At 51, Sara has been driving for over 30 years. 
She works as a carriage driving instructor and 
is also involved with her father’s riding school. 
Sara’s father taught driving through the RDA 
so there has always been a pony and cart at 
home. Sara’s mother, Leonie Marshall, also has 
equestrian interests and competed at the 2013 
National Championships finishing fourth in 
the novice pony class. Leonie helps Sara with 
training as does Wilf Bowman-Ripley. 

Sara feels she is a good all-round 
performer, which generally gets the 
results, and her third place finish at Royal 
Windsor was a particular high spot of 
2013. She has competed in four previous 
World Championships, three times with 
a single pony, where her best finish was a 
bronze team medal in 2005 and a bronze 
individual medal in 2007. This will be her 
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Above: Sara Howe; Left: Roger Campbell  
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OFFICIAL NEWS 
Council meeting
The date for the next meeting of the  
British Carriagedriving Council is Friday  
15 November.

Update - British 
Carriagedriving AGM 
and Conference
To avoid a long gap between the end of the 
conference and the driving, James Broome 
has arranged a series of talks on equestrian 
related subjects such as bitting, feeding and 
fitness for the modern marathon. It is also 
hoped to have various companies attend 
to promote their latest products. The date 
of the AGM and Conference this year is 
Saturday 16 November. Details for the 
day were published in the October issue 
of Carriage Driving and in the September 
British Carriagedriving Office News. If you 
have misplaced these publications, please 
refer to the website where all the details  
are published.

Evening Horse Fours 
Indoor Competition
After the Open Forum, there will be a break 
with dinner available and the evening will 
host the third and final indoor event of 
the British Carriagedriving Masters series. 
This is the deciding event to select the wild 
card from Britain to compete at the Indoor 
World Cup at Olympia.

Retirals
After many years of dedication to the sport 
of horse driving trials, Carol Mansfield 
and Tommy Fawcett have decided to retire 
form the Judges Panel. Their contribution 
has been very much appreciated and their 
experience will be greatly missed. Hopefully 
we will still meet them both at events, albeit 
in a different role.

Promotions
The British Carriagedriving Council were 
happy to accept recommendations from 
the Competitions Committee and promote 
Tommy Thomlinson to the National TD 
list and from the Judges Committee for 
James Rooney and Heather Turner to be 
promoted from List 3 to List 2. Alwyn 
Harrison has joined the Probationary 
Course Designers list.

second championships with her current 
team of Welsh ponies who finished eighth 
in 2011. Sara paid particular thanks to her 
backsteppers Trish and Sarah, who are the 
ones that have gone out with the ponies  
in all weathers. 

Rosanna Walter-Symons
At 22 Rosanna is the youngest member of 
the British team. She made her international 
debut in 2012 when she won a bronze 
medal in the first FEI European Youth 
Championships. She has been driving for 
12 years and started with her mother’s pony, 
which competed in showing and indoor 
driving events. The Young Driver Easter 
Camps have provided a great deal of training 
and Rosanna has never missed one since she 
started driving. She now drives her mother’s 
16-year-old black Welsh Cob, Dabernon Tiger 
Woods, which was purchased in 2006. 

One of Rosanna’s strengths is her 
approach to training. She is hard working 
and conscientious when it comes to putting 
in the hours required to achieve her goals 
and training with Boyd Exell is particularly 
beneficial; he has been her trainer since she 
started driving. This year her performance on 
the marathon has been her strongest phase. 

Having achieved consistent results in the 
marathon and cones phases, dressage is going 
to be her main focus until the championships 
in October, as Rosanna wants to get off to a 
good start in this three phase competition. 

Having recently started her PhD in Sports 
Science at Exeter University, Rosanna feels 
that the psychology element of the course 
is of particular benefit to her approach to 
driving, as she is able to focus on her own 
performance, taking each phase as it comes, 
and not worry about other competitors. 
Rosanna will be supported in Pau by her 
groom of three years Ben Freer, who is  
also 22, and her sponsors Zilco harness 
makers, Succeed, who manufacture feed 

supplements and Helen Thompkins who is a 
veterinary physiotherapist.

Susan Skeggs
Susan’s involvement with driving began 
when, at the age of 11, her parents gave her a 
six-week driving course with Dick Carey as a 
birthday present. With a riding background, 
she discovered the excitement of driving and 
has never looked back. She continued training 
with Dick for some time and he owns one 
of her current team which she is now, at the 
age of 31, competing at the top level. Her 
commitment and determination have seen 
her progress rapidly in the sport. 

Prior to this year’s World Championships, 
Susan is focusing on extra fitness and fine 
tuning of the ponies as she noted at the 2012 
test event that the marathon was demanding 
with long obstacles. She currently trains with 
Boyd Exell and Wilf Bowman-Ripley and 
is supported by Natural Animal Feeds who 
manufacture feed supplements. 

Susan considers herself to be an effective 
all-round competitor and aims to perform 
well in all three phases of the competition and 
this will be an advantage under the current 
scoring system. As Susan works full-time with 
horses running a teaching and training yard, 
the dark nights will create some problems in 
keeping the ponies at their peak until the end 
of October but, on the other hand, she notes 
that this does give competitors a little extra 
time to make sure everything is spot on before 
the World Championships.

Emma Burge
Emma has been selected for the British team 
to drive her home bred pony pair which gives 
her an immense amount of satisfaction. Her 
earliest memory of driving was at the age of 
nine with her donkey harnessed to a tea chest 
on wheels. She enjoys driving all three phases 
of the competition and is currently having 
a very good spell in the cones. As a British 
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Carriagedriving probationary judge, Emma is 
clear on what she is aiming to achieve and feels 
that her own weaknesses have become more 
apparent as the ponies have got better. Having 
to push herself to the next level unbalanced 
the ponies temporarily and it took time to get 
them settled again at the higher level, to give a 
stronger and more athletic performance. Her 
optimistic personality enabled her to make 
changes before the final selection event at the 
National Championships. 

She trains with Boyd Exell who pushes her, 
so she made the alterations he recommended 
in order to drive a stronger marathon. This 
then threw the other two phases slightly out of 
balance, so the later date for the championships 
is working in Emma’s favour as she aims to 
have all three back in line, making herself and 
her ponies a stronger combination before the 
journey to Pau. 

As a TV drama producer, with her most 
recent credit for The Village on BBC1, Emma 
has a very hectic schedule and she is currently 
working on the script for her next project, 
which starts shooting early in 2014. 

Anna Grayston
Anna’s love of driving started when she was 
a teenager. Until then she had been an active 

member of her local Pony Club but three hip 
operations meant she was unable to ride for 
a year. She found a harness and Governess 
Cart and started a career in driving that never 
looked back. She’s been National Champion 
in open single pony, advanced single pony, 
advanced pony pairs and pony fours. She’s 
represented Great Britain at three Combined 
Pony Championships and two European Pony 
Fours Championships, where she won a silver 
medal. She has been driving her current ponies 
for six years and always scores well in the 
dressage phase of the competition which Anna 
attributes to her love of schooling. 

Her dressage performance is enhanced 
by training sessions with Barry Marshall, 
while she works with Wilf Bowman-Ripley to 
improve her obstacle driving and also attends 
sessions with team trainer Boyd Exell. 

She does not feel pressure when going for 
selection but constantly aims to lower her 
overall score, which she has done with great 
success this year, winning three out of the 
five selection events including the National 
Championship title. 

She has three ponies: two Welsh Section Ds 
and a part bred Hackney. 

Anna spends a considerable amount of time 
teaching and is involved with the Young Drivers 

programme, although she does not have as 
much time as she used to. With an eight-
month-old baby in tow now, Anna admits she 
would never have left home at all this season 
without the help of her two backsteppers, Kerry 
Whiteman and Anna Sadler. 

Her main focus is to ensure she has packed 
a sufficient quantity of the essentials: nappies 
and baby food.

Above left: Emma Burge; Above right: Rosanna Walter 
Symons; Below: Susan Skeggs 


