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British Carriagedriving  
National Championships 
It didn’t feel like a national event; the verdict 
was it had a real championship atmosphere.

After reporting on the success of Lowther 
last month, this time it’s the fantastic 
National Championships that everyone is 
talking about. Well, before you arrived at 
Ashfields this year you could see flags flying 
in the distance. The four home nation flags 
welcomed members at both ends of the drive 
and the corridor of flags lining the drive gave 
the whole event an almost international feel. 

Competitors were delighted to discover 
that their paperwork arrived in specially 
commissioned folders and received a 
commemorative plaque and basket of fruit to 
take back with them.

The weather did not cooperate and 
despite warm weather in Scotland, Ashfields 
suffered from blustery showers all weekend, 
however this did not dampen the spirits of the 
competitors. On dressage day some excellent 
tests were driven, with Boyd Exell’s 32.2 
score setting him up to win the Ted Bewlay 
Memorial Trophy for the competitor with the 
lowest overall score of the competition. It is 

very unusual for a multiple to win this award.
The obstacles were slippery to walk, 

but drove very well, despite the muddy 
conditions, and the horses and ponies 
handled the marathon well. The officials made 
some adjustments to the distances and times 
to address problems with ground conditions 
and for horse welfare. This caused a major 
headache for the scorer, Tom Petitpierre, 
who had to recalculate a vast amount of 
information and he still managed to get the 
results posted quickly.

Everyone enjoyed the marathon, which 
drove better than expected and agreed that 
the obstacles drove very well with numerous 
choices of routes. 

On Friday night dressage rosettes were 
presented to sixth place and on Saturday 
night the marathon presentations were made, 
followed by the Fenix Carriages and Windsor 
Insurance Driver of the Year awards which 
were presented by Mark Broadbent of Fenix 
Carriages. On seeing the rosettes, one driver 
informed her husband that they were going to 
have to compete in every national next year 
as she wanted to win one. For a list of winners 
see below.

On Sunday Mark also presented the David 
Broadbent Memorial Trophy, in memory of 
his father who had been so instrumental in 
creating the Driving Trials Supporters Group. 

This year Jim Ainsworth received the 
award in recognition of the contribution 
he makes to the sport. Did you know he 
travels around the country up to Hopetoun 
in the North and arrived at Ashfields two 
weeks before the event to start painting the 
obstacles? Once the competition begins, he 
dons his bowler and works tirelessly wherever 
required. This achievement is even more 
remarkable as Jim is 80 years of age and we 
hope to see him helping around events for 
many more years to come.

After the awards presentation on Saturday, 
all competitors were invited to the pasta night 
and party which was sponsored and cooked 
by Lee Moss, a new convert to the sport who 
is starting out at club level. The queue seemed 
to go on for hours, but moved briskly and 
everyone was treated to a vast array of salad 
and pasta which was followed by dessert.  
This was quite an achievement given the 
numbers involved.

The podium presentations after the class 
had finished were a lovely innovation and well 
received. This made it much easier for the 
sponsors to present the medals, sashes, rosettes 
and prizes to the winning drivers. The sponsors 
were magnificent with IXE Group as principal 
sponsor. Head of European Marketing at IXE 
is Bryan Gauson, who has recently returned 
to competing in driving trials after a 20-year 
break. He said: “Ashfields, the venue for 2013 
National Championships, gives our group the 
opportunity to put something into the sport 
by being the first main sponsor for this lovely 
purpose-built venue.”

Bennington presented champagne to the 
highest placed Bennington driver in each class, 
photographers bluefootdonkey.wix.com/kimi 
recognised all the backsteppers with a rosette 
at the end of Section E; Chris and Han Van 
Reen gave the winning three drivers and the 
winning groom massive boxes of chocolates; 
Rhenab Equestrian presented a bottle of fizz to 
the fastest turnout in each class in Obstacle 8 
which they sponsored; Jacqui Clarke of Equine 
Infrared Thermography sponsored Obstacle 
7 and East Anglian Carriage Driving Group 
sponsored Obstacle 3. In addition, the winners 
of the intermediate horse and pony classes, 

200 Club
Congratulations to winners of the fourth 
and final draw of 2013 which was made 
at the National Championships. 

Draw 4
• £120 Val Whitesmith 
• £60 Margaret Brockie 
• £40 Richard Lawrence 
• £30 Jane Smith 
• £20 Deb Daniel

Supporters
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Above left: The Fenix Driver of the Year winners 
Above right: Jim Ainsworth being presented  
with the David Broadbent Memorial Trophy by Mark 
Broadbent of Fenix Carriages 
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John Ripley and Alice Pritchard respectively, 
received a set of single leather reins presented 
by the Worshipful Company of Saddlers who 
also gave a voucher to Roger Campbell as the 
highest placed young driver. A huge vote of 
thanks to everyone who sponsored rosettes or 
plaques for the classes; I’m sorry there is not 
room to thank everyone individually.

Many, many thanks must go to the 
exceptionally hard working organisers Wilf 
Bowman-Ripley and Zoe Morgan who 
certainly achieved their objective of a national 

OFFICIAL NEWS 
Council meeting
The date for the next meeting of the British 
Carriagedriving Council is Friday 11 October.

Council elections
Nominations are invited for new council 
members and close on Monday, 7 October.  
By this date the British Carriagedriving 
Executive Officer must have received a form 
nominating the candidate, which has been 
signed by five eligible sponsors (members  
who can vote at the AGM), and a separate 
notice signed by the candidate showing  
their willingness to be elected to council  
for three years.

The necessary forms are available from 
the British Carriagedriving office or can be 
downloaded from the website.

Frank Campbell has indicated he will  
not be standing for re-election, so there is  
a vacancy to be filled. Jock McFarlane  
and Barry Hilditch are willing to stand  
for re-election. 

Please give consideration to who you 
would like to see represent your interests on 
council (while remembering that meetings are 
mid week and at the council member’s own 

expense). Please ensure you have asked their 
permission before nominating them.

British Carriagedriving AGM 
and Conference
Please ignore the misprint in last month’s 
Carriage Driving. The date of the AGM and 
Conference this year is still Saturday,  
16 November 2013. After the success of last 
year’s meeting, a similar format is planned 
• 10-10.30am - Coffee & chat - Restaurant
• 10.30-11am - International - Old Bar
• 11-12.30pm - Topical meeting - Old Bar

Topics
• Finance
• Competitions-review of 2013 & 2014
• Dates
• Clubs
• Training
• Marketing

These will be timed sessions of 15 minutes 
each. Members may drop in and out according 
to their interests.
• 12.30pm - Lunch - Restaurant
• 2.15pm - AGM - Old Bar
• 2.30pm - Topic of special interest -  

Rule changes

• Open forum
With the September Office newsletter 

you should have received a copy of the 2012 
Annual Accounts, a formal notice of the 
AGM and proxy forms.

Evening Horse Fours  
Indoor Competition
After the Open Forum, there will be a  
break with dinner available and the  
evening will host the third and final indoor 
event of the British Carriagedriving  
Masters series. 

At 7pm, there will be opportunity to have 
an optional meal* in the Addington Manor 
Restaurant. Starting at the same time is the 
show jumping Grand Prix with the driving to 
follow from approximately 8.30-9pm. 

*The optional meal costs £20 per head 
with tables of 8-10 people and must be 
pre-booked directly with Addington Manor 
Equestrian Centre. 

Likewise, caravan and horsebox space 
(plus hook-up if required) must be pre-
booked with Addington Manor. 

Please download the booking form from  
the British Carriagedriving website or call  
the British Carriagedriving office on  
0845 643 2116. 

championship to remember. Poor Zoe did not 
even realise obstacle 2 existed until she watched 
the video of Wilf ’s round on Sunday evening.

Wendy Nix has a full report from the event 
on page 32.

Fenix Carriages and  
Windsor Insurance Driver  
of the Year Awards
After the success of last year’s Driver of 
the Year awards, Mark Broadbent of Fenix 

Carriages, who has sponsored the awards for 
several years, decided to retain the new format. 

Congratulations to the 2013 Windsor 
Novice Champion Drivers: Nick Hammond 
(pony) and Sue Martin (horse) and the 2013 
Fenix Champion Pony Drivers: David Smith 
(intermediate), Tracey Fletcher (open), Nicola 
Blandin (advanced), Amanda Snowie (open 
pair), Anna Grayston (advanced pair), Sue 
Mayes (tandem), Brian O’Slatarra (fours) 
and the 2013 Fenix Champion Horse 
Drivers: John Ripley (intermediate), Ellen 
Littlechild (open), Sonny Hillier (advanced), 
Joanna Beazley-Richards (open pair), Angela 
Flanagan (advanced pair), David Taylor 
(tandem) and Karen Bassett (fours).

Left: Steph Milner, the new Novice Pony National 
Champion, tackling the water splash at Ashfields 
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