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HORSE DRIVING TRIALS 

British Carriagedriving 
It has been an excellent year with 

competitor numbers holding steady 
and weather which could actually 
be described as summer. This makes 
everything so much easier for the 

organisers and much more pleasurable for  
the competitors.

The return of Lowther to the National 
calendar was eagerly awaited and did not 
disappoint. Competitor numbers exceeded 
expectations and it was amazing to see 
spectators standing four deep against the 
barriers. Comments on the website and 
Facebook have been very positive: 
• I cannot remember any event in the UK 

attracting the enormous crowds and 
having such a fabulous atmosphere

• A brilliant weekend
• Fingers crossed it’s back next year
• Awesome job team Lowther
• Fabulous event
• Great event, thoroughly enjoyed it
• Fantastic event; well run and so exciting 

with the crowds of spectators who stayed 
by the obstacles all day.
The event was associated with 

Countryman Fairs who were delighted 
that the driving trials had increased their 
attendance on both Saturday and Sunday. 
Hopefully this will be a new era for the event. 
Such was its popularity that stewards were 
having to be turned away as the organising 
committee had so many offers of help.

OFFICIAL NEWS 
Council meeting
The date for the next meeting of the British 
Carriagedriving Council has still to be 
confirmed as Carriage Driving goes to press.

Communication
Members with email contacts should now 
have received the report from the recent 
council meeting. The British Carriagedriving 
office has been sending regular emails with 
information for members. This has created a 
wider distribution for the Carriage Driving 
news pages and has enabled members to have 
a close look at the proposed FEI Rule Book. 

Other relevant items of news or 
information are also being sent by email. 

If you are not receiving these it is likely 
that you have not submitted an email address 
with your membership form, recently 
changed your e-mail contact without 
informing the British Carriagedriving office 
or written your address incorrectly or illegibly. 

Please email the office if you wish to be 
added to the distribution list.

AGM and Conference
The 2013 British Carriagedriving AGM and 
Conference takes place at Addington Manor 
on Saturday, 1st November. Arrangements 
are still work in progress, but the day will 
start with coffee and a social gathering in 
the viewing gallery. A series of meetings 
will then take place in the Old Bar and will 
address topics such as: international, rules, 
competitions, finance and training. 

Times will be published in advance and it 
is anticipated that members will be able to  
drop in to the sessions in which they are 
interested. If you have an idea for a topic 
which you feel may be of interest to fellow 
competitors, please contact the British 
Carriagedriving office.

Lunch will follow and then there will be a 
talk on the proposed rule changes. After this 
discussion the formal business of the AGM 
takes place.

There will then be a break with dinner 
available and the evening will host the 
third and final indoor event of the British 
Carriagedriving series. Horse fours drivers 
will count two from the three indoor  
events to decide their final placing, but 
the Addington event must be one of those 
counted. The winner will be offered the  

wild card place at the FEI Indoor World 
Cup event at the Olympia, the London 
International Horse Show, on the evening of 
Wednesday, 18 and the afternoon of Thursday, 
19 December. The evening entertainment 

200 Club
Congratulations to winners of the 
second and third draws of 2013. The 
next and final draw will take place during 
the national championships weekend. 

Draw 2
• £120 Sally North 
• £60 Richard Lawrence 
• £40 John Reid 
• £30 Deb Daniel 
• £20 Erica Hine

 
Draw 3
• £120 Andrew Counsell 
• £60 Jane Lamb 
• £40 Sue Mayes 
• £30 Pippa Pettifer 
• £20 Duchess of Richmond
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British Carriagedriving, East Overhill, 
Stewarton, Kilmarnock, Ayrshire KA3 5JT 

t: 0845 6432116
e: email@britishcarriagedriving.co.uk
w: www.britishcarriagedriving.co.uk
Office open Mon-Fri 8am to 12 noon

was very well received last year and should 
provide excellent entertainment for anyone 
wishing to stay for dinner.

EVENTS
National Championships
In 2013 the National Championships are 
being held at Ashfields and the organisers 
have promised a truly spectacular event. 

If you have any queries, please contact Zoe 
Morgan on 07770 944868. 

Anyone who has qualified for the 
National Championships will have received 
a schedule and entry form from the British 
Carriagedriving office. The list of qualified 
competitors is published after every event 
on the website. Please note the error in the 
printed amendments to the rule book this 
year. The qualification system was changed 
and the need to achieve a specific dressage 
score was removed, the need to finish within 
40% of the winning score was removed and 
to compensate for this, qualification was 
restricted to the top six places (this had 
previously been eight). 

This information is correctly printed in the 
on-line version of the rule book and in the 

Driving Back to Sport 
Success
One success story from the 2013 ‘Driving 
Back to Sport’ project has been that of Clive 
Jones. Clive saw the advert in Horse & Hound 
and applied for a place. He was successful 
and attended the series of sessions run to 
encourage drivers back into the sport and to 
promote driving trials.

Clive already owned a pony which he 
drove but had not previously competed. After 
the course, he joined his local driving club 
and discovered that his pony had a particular 
talent for the sport. The partnership went 
from strength to strength, and in 2013 Clive 
won the club’s novice championship. 

He joined British Carriagedriving 
and made the decision to attempt some 
National Novice Qualifiers. Again he was 
successful and qualified for the 2013 National 
Championships where he plans to compete. 
In 2014 he plans to make the move up to full 
regional and national events. 

Powerpoint presentation to 
raise awareness
British Carriagedriving’s (BC) Marketing 
Committee has launched an entertaining and 
informative PowerPoint presentation to help 
raise awareness of our exciting sport.

The presentation is aimed at other 
equestrians - riding clubs, pony clubs, 
riding schools and livery yards - and will 

be for the use of BC Affiliated club officials 
in bringing the sport of driving trials to a 
wider audience. The PowerPoint document, 
which is around 7MB, can be downloaded 
to a laptop and used in conjunction with a 
projector and screen at any suitable venue; 
there is the facility for clubs to insert their 
own contact details and logo. The document 
can be used as a stand-alone presentation or 
combined with a competition demonstration 
or ‘Try Driving’ session. It is recommended 
that the latter is run under the supervision of 
qualified instructors (LHHI or UKcc) who 
have the relevant insurance.

To download the PowerPoint presentation, 
visit www.britishcarriagedriving.co.uk and 
follow the menu through About Us/Affiliated 
Driving Clubs/Club paperwork/Training 
and Clinics to Marketing Presentation for 

Affiliated Clubs. The document, Marketing_
Presentation_JB_May_2013.ppt can then be 
saved to file.

Congratulations
Although it is not a carriage driving 
appointment, James Rooney, recently 
promoted to our national judges  
committee and a council member, has 
received a huge honour when appointed 
by the FEI to judge on the ground jury 
at the Eventing Young Rider European 
Championships this month in Jardy,  
France on 11-15 September. James has 
multiple interests and international 
responsibilities through eventing and 
dressage as well as driving. He is, of course, 
very upset at the prospect of missing our 
national championships.

GENERAL

information which precedes the Qualification 
Table, but the reduction of the number of 
places was omitted from the printed pages 
of amendments. British Carriagedriving 
apologise for this omission. 

FEI Horse Pairs World 
Championships
Seventy-eight competitors from 23 nations 
will be represented at the wonderful site of the 
National Stud Farm in Topoľčianky for the FEI 
Horse Pairs World Championships from 28 
August to 1 September 2013. From these 23 
nations, 21 will be represented by a national 
team, existing of two or three competitors.

Topoľčianky will be welcoming top drivers 
from Argentina, Austria, Belgium, Croatia, 
Czech Republic, Spain, Denmark, Estonia, 
France, Great Britain, Germany, Hungary, 
Ireland, Italy, the Netherlands, Poland, 
Portugal, Romania, Switzerland, Slovakia, 
Slovenia, Sweden and the USA.

Britain is represented by David Matthews, 
Libby Priest and Jo Attenborough with Angela 
Flanagan competing as an individual. Libby’s 
sister will be sending regular blogs to keep 
everyone up to date with the team’s progress 
so watch the web-site for updates.

Horse fours to compete at 
WEG test event
British four-in-hand drivers Georgina Hunt, 
Wilf Bowman-Ripley and Mark Broadbent 
have been invited to compete at CAI-A in 
Caen, France on 23 to 25 August. 

This event is run as a practice event for 
next year’s FEI World Equestrian Games, 
which will take place at Caen in Normandy in 
September 2014.

We will keep you up to date of their 
progress via the website.
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