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HORSE DRIVING TRIALS 

British Carriagedriving 

OFFICIAL NEWS 
In Tina Cook’s comment in Horse and Hound, 
page 20, June 20, 2013, she discussed the low 
levels of prize money in eventing compared 
to show jumping. She says: “The crux of the 
problem is that our sport is not recognised by the 
wider public or the national press”. 

After London 2012, this really puts the 
problem carriage driving faces into perspective. 

Keep up the good work if you’re out there 
raising the profile of our sport.

Council meeting
The next meeting of the British Carriagedriving 
Council will take place on Tuesday, August 13. 

EVENTS
Lowther update
Lowther is now a reality with August 9-11 on the 
horizon, and construction of the last obstacle in 
the main riverside arena underway. 

The brand new Castle Arena has been 
constructed specifically for this event, and is 
ready. The new drainage is working, the grass 
is mown, fertilised and aerated. The organisers 
thank Lowther for the considerable work that 
has gone into developing the new arena, which is 
looking more impressive on every visit. 

Fencing off the arena will soon be complete 
and dressage and cones take place here, with 
viewing and car parking on the bank above. 

No doubt the first competitor will have quite 
an audience, if not a photo call. 

The event also has the use of the Riverside 
Arena (the old arena) for dressage and the 
Subaru Lowther Challenge. Some are aware 
that this arena had ‘shrunk’. The larger version is 
now back in place and big enough for a full-size 
dressage area. 

With the new stable area in front of Lowther 
Castle, competitors have less than 100 metres to 
walk to view the obstacles. 

The 16km marathon starts by the castle walls 
and never goes far from the castle/gardens. 

Round every corner are spectacular views. 
Section E is all downhill with a flat route from 
the last obstacle to the finish. Obstacle driving is 

the main attraction for the country fair, which 
means all the obstacles are very close together 
with the public able to get close to the action. It 
will be different and hopefully very exciting for 
drivers and spectators alike.

Windsor Park Regional
Closing date for entries: Saturday, August 3
For all those missing the opportunity to drive 
through Windsor Great Park at the National 
Championships, you can still experience 
this by entering the Windsor Park Regional 
event on August 17-18. The marathon will be 
approximately 15km with seven obstacles and 

Following a meeting of the FEI Bureau on 
July 2, Sandringham has been awarded the 
2014 FEI World Para-Equestrian Driving 
Championship for Singles. The date for the 
event is June 27-29. 

Philip Bateman, Sandringham’s Driving 
Director, said: “I am delighted that 
Sandringham has been awarded the 2014 
Para-Equestrian Championships. 

“There will be new obstacles constructed 
for the championships. Work will soon  
be underway to dismantle the current  
water obstacle and dig out a larger area.  
The obstacle will be totally rebuilt for  
the championships.”

It is planned to run a CAI-B 
international event in conjunction with 
the championships and these will be run 

in tandem with a national event. Philip 
added: “It is likely that entries will have 
to be limited. We had an enormous entry 
this year and next year we expect a higher 
number of para-equestrian drivers to take 
part. The USA have already confirmed they 
will be sending a team.” 

Sandringham has an illustrious history 
and is the longest running British event at 
this time, having run the first national event 
at this venue in 1980. They also hosted 
the Horse Pairs World Championships in 
1985 and the FEI European Pony Fours 
Championships in 2002.

Above Mick Ward, Open Horse Champion at this  
year’s National Para-Driver Championship  
at Sandringham

Sandringham awarded 2014 Para-Equestrian Championships
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British Carriagedriving, East Overhill, 
Stewarton, Kilmarnock, Ayrshire KA3 5JT 

t: 0845 6432116
e: email@britishcarriagedriving.co.uk
w: www.britishcarriagedriving.co.uk
Office open Mon-Fri 8am to 12 noon

may include water. Catering is available  
on-site on Saturday and Sunday and there  
will be a barbecue and entertainment on 
Saturday evening.

British Young Drivers National 
Championship
Closing date for entries: Wednesday, August 7
Sheila Hawking is again organising the Young 
Driver Championships at Newby Hall, near 
Ripon, on August 17-18. The marathon route is 
approximately 14km with six obstacles. 

The championships are open to drivers from 
10 to 25 years of age. Singles classes are split 
into four age groups with a further class for 
multiples. Entries should be sent by the closing 
date to avoid a surcharge, on the Young Driver 
Championship entry form, which is available 
to download from the British Carriagedriving 
website. Keep the Saturday night free for the get-
together and barbeque.

GENERAL
Lameness research
Kathy Uprichard, from the Weipers Centre 
Equine Hospital at the University of Glasgow 
School of Veterinary Medicine, is conducting a 
lameness based UK-wide survey which will be 
carried out over the forthcoming months. This 
survey is part of a masters project investigating 
the effect of lameness on both horses and owners 
in the UK. 
The aim of the survey is to:
1.  Quantify the current cost of keeping a horse 

on a daily basis in the UK including routine 
health care 

2.  Determine the annual prevalence of lameness 
and the number of ‘days wasted’ for one horse 
in a 12-month period. 

They hope to receive thousands of responses 
from a wide variety of horse owners throughout 
the UK and Ireland so pass this link on to your 
friends. The survey is straight forward and will 
take around 10-15 minutes to complete. 

• The link for the survey is: www.surveymonkey.
com/s/WeipersCentreEquineHospitalStudy

BHS highlights  
cycling danger
A recent edition of Horse and Hound opened 
with a two-page article on the increased danger 
faced by riders on the road when encountering 
cyclists and cited incidents where horses had 
been killed or injured. This could be an even 
greater concern for carriage drivers, as it is more 
difficult to get a horse and carriage off the road 
quickly. The success of our British cyclists at  
last year’s Olympics has been partially 
responsible for the 50% increase in membership 
of British Cycling.

Many people are reporting incidents of races 
which are not advertised. In addition, “sporting” 

Geoff Goodwin writes:  
Having read an article in the April 2013 
edition of the Office News saying there were 
surplus timber obstacle materials available 
from Windsor Great Park, I sent an email 
explaining that we have arranged a new 
Midlands Driving Trials Group (MDTG)
venue next year at Belvoir Castle. It seemed 
to be a golden opportunity to make good use 
of this material and dedicate the obstacles 
at Belvoir Castle to Windsor Great Park and 
our patron, HRH The Duke of Edinburgh. 

I’m sure this will help MDTG towards 
securing the venue for future years through 
the kindness of Her Grace The Duchess  
of Rutland.

I then received an email back from Mary 
Kusin giving a breakdown and description of 
the materials that were available. 

After various correspondences via email 
and mobile telephone, we obtained six 
volunteers, two 3.5 tonne empty vans  
and a 30ft flat back lorry with a lifting  
crane attachment. 

The first thing the park ranger said was 

that he thought it very doubtful the lorry 
would get through the access gate. David 
(lorry driver) promptly said: “Let’s have a 
look at the gates in question…not a problem.” 
and drove through leaving lots of space on 
either side (around half and inch).

Fully loaded and heading home when a 
police car pulled in front of us displaying a 
sign in the back window saying “FOLLOW 
ME PLEASE”. We finished up in a VOSA 
depot where they checked our vehicle 
for weight. Yes, the van was overweight. 
Eventually, with the load split into two  
vans, we set off on the final leg of the journey.

It was a very long day for everyone, but 
it had its humorous moments and was quite 
enjoyable at times. The important part is we 
achieved what we set out to do and hopefully 
many will benefit for years to come. The new 
MDTG Belvoir Castle event is on May 31- 
June 1, 2014.

Many thanks to all the MDTG volunteers: 
David West (MDTG Chairman), Paul Hart, 
David Wheeldon, Ben Smith, Stephen 
Trebble and Carl Goodwin.

Obstacles on the move: Trials and tribulations

events are unregulated and can involve literally 
thousands of bikes. The British Horse Society 
have collaborated with British Cycling to 
produce a leaflet. They are also lobbying for 
better signage to warn other road users of  
the events. 

Official races are advertised on British 
Cycling’s website. There are so many events listed 
it can help to use the option to filter your search 
on road races and the area in which you live. 

If you have experienced an incident or 
accident with your horse on the road, whether 
or not cycles have been involved, you can report 
this to the BHS via their website  
www.horseaccidents.org.uk


