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HORSE DRIVING TRIALS 

British Carriagedriving 

OFFICIAL NEWS 
Summer arrived just in time for Hopetoun which 
was blessed for a second consecutive year with 
perfect conditions, albeit that an extra blanket 
was needed on the first night. The innovation 
of the World Cup Experience competition on 
Saturday evening proved popular. 

The main arena was mostly set out with the 
cones for Sunday so, with a few tweaks, the cone 
driving element of the competition was created. 

Access to the collecting ring was established 
and the two obstacles sited there. 

A large crowd gathered to watch and a 
number of drivers were from a non-driving trials 
background, having stayed on after the British 
Driving Society show which took place in the 
main arena during the day. 

Other drivers took part with their spare horse 
and the eventual winner, after two rounds of 
competition, was David Matthews driving his 
spare horse, Tilanus. Second place went to Ruth 
Martin driving Storm. Ruth is planning to make 
the step up from BDS showing and club events to 
national novice in the near future.

E-news from British  
Carriagedriving
In response to the recent SWOT analysis, 
members indicated they wished to have 
increased communication from British 
Carriagedriving. Carriage Driving has kindly 
given permission for the British Carriagedriving 

news pages, published in their monthly 
magazine, to be distributed to members via 
e-mail. Council also decided to publish a specific 
report of all the major decisions taken at  
their meetings. 

This is an e-mail only service for current 
BC members. If you did not receive these 
communications it could be because you 
have not given your e-mail address on the 
membership form or that it was given incorrectly 
or illegibly. 

Please e-mail the British Carriagedriving 
office email@britishcarriagedriving.co.uk if you 
wish your e-mail address added to the database 
for future mailings.

Council meeting
The next meeting of the British Carriagedriving 
Council will take place on Tuesday, August 13. 

National Championships 
Qualification
The new rules allowing drivers to compete twice 
created some discussion and it has been decided 
that the present rules for qualification will 
continue to apply for this year. Council will be 
asked to review the position at their next meeting 
on August 13 by which time the results of six full 
nationals will be known. 

They may consider offering an invitation to 
athletes who have qualified twice to compete 
twice at the championships. The organiser of the 
championships will be fully consulted.

Driver of the Year Points
Points will be awarded to anyone who competes 
twice in the same class, but will be scored as 
separate combinations. People who compete in 
different classes can already receive points if they 
meet the present guidance notes. 

If you have any queries, please contact Barry 
Hilditch barryhilditch@janton.demon.co.uk.

GENERAL
A carriage driving wedding
Wendy Peckham and Pat Nix finally tied the 
knot on Friday, May 31 in a ceremony at The 
Petwood Hotel, Woodhall Spa (Lincolnshire), 
and would like to thank all their driving trials 
friends for their good wishes. Among their  
many gifts were some bottles of champagne 
and these will be mixed (in stages) with their 
homemade sloe gin and imbibed at a gentle  
pace which Wendy says is now known as the 
Transfer Section.

Para-drivers have a busy time 
at Ashfields
Members of the Carriage Driving Sports Group 
for drivers with disabilities (CDSG) gathered 
together at Ashfields Carriage  
and Polo Club at the beginning of June  
for a busy weekend of training, their AGM  
and preparation for forthcoming team  
selection trials.
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British Carriagedriving, East Overhill, 
Stewarton, Kilmarnock, Ayrshire KA3 5JT 

t: 0845 6432116
e: email@britishcarriagedriving.co.uk
w: www.britishcarriagedriving.co.uk
Office open Mon-Fri 8am to 12 noon

EVENTS
Is your groom a member?
Before you head off to an event, please make 
sure you have checked your groom is also a 
member of British Carriagedriving. It puts 
less pressure on the event organiser if they 
are not expected to deal with membership 
paperwork as well as the mountain of other 
tasks associated with running an event. 

Membership forms are available at events, 
but are intended for people who require an 
unavoidable last minute change of groom.

Raehills July 26-28
Closing date for entries is Friday, June 28 
Raehills makes the step up from regional 
to national level competition this year, so 
it is hoped that lots of you will support this 
new venue to give it the support required to 
continue in future years. Access is very easy as 
it’s only five miles off Junction 15 off the M74.

After a few teething troubles, a new and 
much easier Section A has been found while 
the Transfer and Section E have been greatly 
modified to keep them completely within the 
park. Don’t forget to bring your own bottles 

to the ceilidh and hog roast on Saturday 
night, for which tickets cost £12.50 and 
should be booked in advance. If you have 
extra friends coming with you or are willing 
to come to the event for the day or weekend, 
please contact the organiser as additional 
stewards are still required. There’s a reception 
on Friday night to which all competitors, 
grooms and stewards are invited.

Goodwood July 27-28
Closing date for entries is Wednesday, July 17
The organisers report that entries are slow so 
far so please don’t delay, get your entry away. 

There’s a full range of classes on offer and a 
party is planned for the Saturday night, with 
a barbeque, for which tickets cost £10.

Lowther August 9-11
Closing date for entries is Friday, July 12
The Lowther event will be somewhat 
different from previous years, but offers a 
much more convenient layout for parking 
and walking obstacles. The newly renovated 
wing of Lowther Castle is the venue for the 
cocktail party, kindly sponsored by John and 
Cherry Gaynor, which takes place in the East 
Sculpture Gallery overlooking the South 

Lawn. On Saturday night there’s a bar and 
barbecue, which is kindly provided free of 
charge by the Bowman family.

If you compete in any of the advanced 
classes for horse and pony singles or pairs  
or the horse or pony fours classes, don’t 
forget The Lowther Challenge which takes 
place in marathon kit after your cones. 

With at least £130 to the winner and prize 
money down to third place, this should be a 
very exciting competition.

WEG 2014
In due course details of the travel packages on 
offer to members will become available. There 
will be a booking code which will generate a 
payment to British Carriagedriving for each 
package sold to our members.

In the meantime, the organisers will be 
recruiting no less than 3,000 dynamic and 
enthusiastic volunteers from all over the world. 

The recruiting portal is still open but 
not for long. To apply follow the link: www.
alltechfeiweg2014normandy.com/volunteers. 

The Normandy 2014 official shop is 
accessible from the official website of the 
games at the following address:  
www.alltechfeiweg2014normandy.com.
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The group is run for all disabled drivers, not 
just those aiming for international competitions, 
and the training sessions reflect that aim. 

This latest weekend was organised by Sara 
Howe and Martin Yemm, who arranged a 
packed itinerary of activities which focused 
on one-to-one driver training, interaction 
with other drivers and opportunity to share 
experiences and achievements.

Rachel Belliere-Wilson, para-driver chef 
d’equipe, chaired the group’s AGM. She said: 
“Our AGM was held over a working lunch on 
Saturday; it was a good opportunity to recognise 
the important work that CDSG does, staying true 
to its constitution by continuing to offer great 
experiences and remedial benefits to disabled 
drivers who may never wish, or have the means, 
to compete in driving trials. Margaret Brockie 
is instrumental in the work she undertakes for 
CDSG and its liaison with RDA groups.  

“It was also invigorating to be able to 
recognise the achievements this group has made 
over the past year and to see how organisers of 
mainstream competitions have embraced and 
included para-competition in their schedules.  
We thank British Carriagedriving and the many 
club, regional and national event organisers for 
their support in this. 

“Sandringham (Norfolk) will host a para-
driver international competition from Friday, 
28 to Sunday, 30 June. Fourteen competitors 
from the UK and Europe are already entered for 
this event, including former World Champion 
Jacques Poppen. It is also a selection event 
for 2014 World Championship British team 
hopefuls and many of those training at Ashfields 
are focussed on that goal”. 

For further information contact the CDSG 
Secretary, Lindsey Paice on 07721 833730 or 
visit: www.cdsg-dd.co.uk

Far page main pic: Ruth Martin at Hopetoun
This page left: Anna Grayston’s winning cones round 
at Hopetoun. Above Mr and Mrs Pat and Wendy Nix 


