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HORSE DRIVING TRIALS 

British Carriagedriving 
OFFICIAL NEWS 
With over 100 entries, boosted due to the 
slightly international � avour created by a 
number of foreign drivers stopping o�  on 
their way to Royal Windsor, Ash� elds kicked 
o�  the national driving calendar with an 
excellent event at the beginning of May. 
Despite the wintry conditions still prevailing 
in many parts of the country, the weather 
was kind to the organisers a� er the extreme 
conditions they su� ered in 2012. Let’s hope 
this is a good omen for the rest of the season. 
International entries almost doubled the 
number of drivers in the advanced horse 
pairs where Owen Pilling � nished best of 
the British drivers in a very credible third 
(pictured right). 

Council meeting
� e date of the next meeting of the British 
Carriagedriving Council will be decided at their 
meeting on Tuesday 14 May. 

British Carriagedriving
� e new look for British Carriagedriving 
has been very positively received so far. 
� e comments from the British Equestrian 
Federation’s communication department and 
other equestrian disciplines have been extremely 
favourable, with one even asking if our designer 
would consider creating a logo for them too.

� e new look to the website has generated 
a great deal of praise and the redesigned 
menus are making navigation around the 
site easier. Please bear with us while all the 
pages are updated as this will take some time 
yet due to the volume of information the 
website contains.

� ere are now well over 300 members of 
the recently created British Carriagedriving 
Facebook group and BC are looking into ways 

of making this and the Facebook page work to 
promote the sport.

At the South of England Carriage Fair the 
new merchandise was revealed and again very 
favourably received. Many thanks to Jordan and 
Stuart for modelling the merchandise range 
in these photos (opposite page) and these give 
you a taste of what’s available. � ere’s ladies’ and 
gents’ so�  shell jackets and gilets, T-shirts in blue 
or white with contrasting detail and baseball 

� is year was my � � h year at the Unicorn Trust 
for the Baileys Easter Clinic, which took place 
from 31 March to 3 April.

As usual, we arrived at lunchtime and 
settled our ponies in, ready to start the 
demonstration at 2pm. � is year, the Great 
British vaulting team demonstrated their 
everyday warm up, which we were all involved 
in (I still have sore muscles!). 

� e next day, the lessons began at 9 am with 
the three UKCC coaches: Sara Howe, Sarah Jane 
Williams and the newest BYD trainer, Sue Mart.

In our lessons we worked on areas of our 
dressage that needed improvement. A� er all 
of the lessons were complete, we gathered 
for lunch and got our times for our second 
lessons. For these we could either drive 
obstacles or do � at work. I chose � at work 
so I could do extra work on my test for the 
Indoor Driving Finals at Keysoe the following 
weekend. (A� er the clinic, Megan went on to 
compete at the British Indoor Horse Driving 
Trials Championships, where she won the 
Young Junior class.)

A� er we had all fed our ponies that night, 
there was a talk on carriages given by Mark 
Broadbent from Fenix Carriages. � e talk was 
on tradition, which was very interesting and it 
proves that everything about our sport is based 
� rmly on traditions. 

On the � nal day the lessons began bright and 
early. We were all working on cones accuracy, 
ready for the competition in the a� ernoon. For 
the competition, there was a course of 10 cones 
and we were working on getting as close to the 
time as possible. A� er driving the 10 cones, we 
did an accumulator, where each cone is worth a 
certain amount and you can drive the cones in 
any order. 

While the competition was happening, there 
was a Baileys horse feeds talk on the di� erent 
types of food that you should give your horses, 
depending on their workload. A� er the talk, if 
you wanted, you could have advice on what to 
feed your horse/pony. 

When the competition and the talk was over, 
everyone gathered for the last time. As usual, 
everyone got a bag with sweets, polo mints 

and a carrot (in the trainer’s case, a bottle). � en 
the competition winner was announced, who 
was Emily Viller - well done Emily! 

A� er we had said thank you to Sydney, the 
trainers, the helpers and Fran (the cook), we all 
cleaned our ponies’ stables out and went home. 
� ank you again to Sydney, all the organisers, 
the helpers and the trainers, it was a great camp! 
Megan Wheeldon (age 12)

Unicorn Trust hosts annual British Young Driver’s Easter clinic 
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British Carriagedriving, East Overhill,
Stewarton, Kilmarnock, Ayrshire KA3 5JT

t: 0845 6432116
e: email@britishcarriagedriving.co.uk
w: www.britishcarriagedriving.co.uk
Of� ce open Mon-Fri 8am to 12 noon

GENERAL
An appeal on behalf of 
all events
Once again we make an appeal for 
volunteers to take part in running horse 
driving trials events. If you are a club driver, 
why not help at a national event or if you do 
not compete in driving trials, why not lend a 
hand at club or national level? It’s a fantastic 
way to see a huge variety of turnouts and 
compare performances in obstacles.

Organisers are generally happy to 
accommodate speci� c requests, so if your 
ideal day out is helping the obstacle repair 
crew, or if your preference is for a quiet day 
minding a gate or crossing, there will be a 
job you can do that will suit. 

Please don’t wait to be asked. � ere will 
be a much higher number of volunteers 
needed on marathon day so you can come 
for one day or enjoy a weekend in a beautiful 
estate with your caravan. Event schedules 
are available on the British Carriagedriving 
website www.britishcarriagedriving.co.uk so 
you can contact the organiser directly or ring 
the BC o§  ce to � nd an event near you.

caps. � ere’s further detail on the reverse of the 
garments too. Many thanks to Owen Pilling 
and OPG for the design and sourcing of these 
garments which will be available through the 
website as soon as this can be achieved. 

Questions for council
Many members wish a wide variety of matters 
raised at council meetings. Council wish to 
create a standard form on which such requests 
are made and this is now available on the website 
under the menu heading “Contact Us”. Please 
try and restrict the length of your query and ask 
speci� c questions otherwise the point of your 
communication can easily become confused.

EVENTS
Sandringham
• Closing date for entries is Monday 10 June 

Once again Her Majesty � e Queen has 
graciously given permission for a driving trials 
event in the glorious Sandringham Estate 
in Norfolk. � is year the event incorporates 
an international para-equestrian event as a 
test event for the proposed Para-equestrian 
World Championships at this venue in 2014 

as well as the British Para-equestrian Driving 
Championships. � e international event is 
being extended to the advanced classes for 
horse and pony singles, pairs and fours, to give 
a further opportunity for drivers to qualify 
horses for forthcoming World Championships 
and gain valuable international experience. 
� is does not a� ect the novice, intermediate 
or open classes which will run as a normal 
national event. 

What this means for all drivers in the 
advanced singles, pairs and fours for horses and 
ponies and the international para-equestrian 
class is that you need to have yourself and 
any horses or ponies with which you will be 
competing, registered with the FEI. 

As the event is classed by the FEI as CAI-B, 
this means that British drivers do not need to 
have passports although you must make sure 
your ‘� u vaccinations comply with the FEI 
Rule Book.

To get yourself and your horse registered, go 
to the Information menu option of the website 
www.britishcarriagedriving.co.uk and select 
“forms” from the drop down menu. Scroll down 
to FEI forms and complete the ones called 
FEI Driver Registration and FEI Horse Passport 
Application Form. � is information is needed 
in order to enter the horse in the FEI database. 
Tick the box requesting registration, but not the 
passport, and send it with the registration fee. 
� e cost of each registration is £15. Please 
note that the FEI General Regulations state in 
Article 137.8: All horses registered for the 
� rst time with the FEI must be identi� able 
with a microchip compatible with ISO 11784 
and ISO 11785. 

Please contact the BC o§  ce if you have 
any queries, either by email or phone. Remember 
the email address has changed to 
email@britishcarriagedriving.co.uk.

SUPPORTERS
200 Club Draw
� e � rst draw has now taken place for the 200 
Club and the following lucky winners noti� ed:

• £120 Dave Titmuss
• £60   Margaret Brockie
• £40   Tony Gregory
• £30   Heather Clark
• £20   John Sta� ord

Above and right: British Carriagedriving has 
launched a new range of stylish merchandise: 
Baseball hats, polos and jackets all have the new logo 
on and come in a variety of blue and white colour 
combinations, available from the website soon. 


