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HORSE DRIVING TRIALS 

British Carriagedriving 
OFFICIAL NEWS 
Council meeting
Th e date of the next meeting of the British 
Carriagedriving Council is Tuesday 14 May. 

British Carriagedriving is here
Th e British Horse Driving Trials Association has 
become British Carriagedriving. 

With the name change comes a new logo and 
a new image. British Carriagedriving now fi ts 
alongside the other member bodies of the British 
Equestrian Federation. Th e logo, with its red and 
blue colours, signifi es we are an integral part of 
Team GBR.

Th e new image will promote carriage driving to 
a wider audience through the media and at events. 

British Carriagedriving Chairman, Jock 
McFarlane, said: “I hope the rebrand will refl ect 
the modernisation of our sport, that it will be 
attractive to the grass roots drivers upwards 
and to those coming into carriage driving. My 
ultimate goal is that all competitive Carriage 
Drivers will want to be a member of BC because 
we off er them a sport that is fun and one that has 
a long term future. We now have a name which 
is easy to remember and aligned with the other 
major equestrian disciplines. I very much hope 
it becomes a name of which we are all proud to 
be a part.”

Our website has a new home at 
www.britishcarriagedriving.co.uk with a fresh 
new look and re-designed menus, which we 
hope will make the site easier to navigate and 
more attractive to newcomers to the sport.

British Carriagedriving now has a Facebook 
page and Facebook group and everyone is 
welcome to join.

A lot of housekeeping had to be done and 
the team have been working hard on this since 
the idea was fi rst proposed at the BHDTA 
AGM last autumn. 

• Please note that although the name on the 
bank account has changed, all other details 
are unaltered. Cheques should now be 
made payable to British Carriagedriving.

Th e new email addresses are as follows:
• British Carriagedriving offi  ce: email@

britishcarriagedriving.co.uk

• Chairman: 
chairman@britishcarriagedriving.co.uk

• Treasurer: 
treasurer@britishcarriagedriving.co.uk 

• Website: 
website@britishcarriagedriving.co.uk

Th e old addresses will continue to 
work for some time yet and email will be 
getting redirected.

Work on the website is continuing and 
it is a mammoth task. As well as designing 
the layouts and artwork for the new site, we 
are in the process of checking the 3,000-odd 
pages that site contains and changing them 
over to the new name wherever required. Th is 
may take a little more time and you will keep 
fi nding some pages that still have the old name 
or logo on them - so please bear with us.

Th e offi  ce documents, application forms, 
dressage test sheets, etc, will all be gradually 
changing as well and should soon have a new 
look to them.

We are very grateful to Owen and Janet 
Pilling who, through their company OPG, 
have designed the excellent new British 
Carriagedriving logo and branding. In case 
you don’t know them, Owen competes in the 
advanced horse pairs class, has competed at the 
FEI World Pairs Championships in Conty in 
2011 and is up for selection for the FEI World 
Pairs in Slovakia in 2013. Janet drives Gypsy 
in the advanced single pony class and was the 
National Champion in 2011.

We are soon hoping to produce a range of 
merchandise featuring the new logo - watch 
the website for updates.

British Carriagedriving 
Rule Book
For the remainder of 2013 the existing BHDTA 
Rule Book will continue to apply to British 
Carriagedriving events. Updates are being sent 
from the offi  ce on receipt of an s.a.e. 

• Please note that these amended rules will 
apply to all 2013 events and supersede the 
details printed in the Yearbook.

From 2014, when the new FEI Rule Book 
is introduced, the format of the rule book 
is changing. It will be available as “print on 
demand” so will always be up to date when it is 
delivered. Th ere will also be an option to have 
it personalised for a small additional cost. Full 
details will be published nearer the time.

With so many people now accessing 
information online and via their phones, 
it was not an economical prospect to mass 
produce the new rule book in hard copy. Th e 
new system means that, if you prefer a hard 
copy rather than an electronic version, this 
can still be purchased (and it will cost less 
than the existing format).

New selection procedure
At their recent council meeting, the 
issue of improving performance at world 
championship level was discussed. One way 
to achieve this is to set goals as this provides 
good motivation. Council therefore agreed 
that all long listed drivers should have a 
mentor who will become involved in goal 
setting and monitor performance. It is hoped 
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that many drivers will approach the UKcc 
Level 3 coaches who have undertaken training 
in this field. UKcc Level 2 coaches may also 
be considered as may mentors from another 
discipline but these require approval from the 
World Class Performance Driving Committee. 
The mentor should be named at the start 
of the selection process and as soon as 
practicable for those already part way through 
the process. Any financial requirement will 
be with the agreement of both parties and it 
is expected that each driver will continue to 
work with their own trainer.

INTERNATIONAL
Pam is an Aussie Champion
British driver Pam Neil has become the 
Australian Novice Champion at  
the Australian Carriage Driving Society’s 
National Championships at Witwood, New 
South Wales.

Pam was driving Ollie, a horse owned by 
Mark Peel, and she had only driven him twice 
before the dressage. Pam had a wonderful 
competition with a very close finish of 
only 0.14 penalties ahead of second-placed 
Elizabeth Lawrence.

She was presented by Henry Crossley, the 
Federal President of the Australian Carriage 
Driving Society. (For a full report on the 
championships see pages 14-15.)

Opposite page: The new website. Centre: Sara 
Simmons at Brockham Regional. Right: Pam Neill 

EVENTS
National Championship 
qualification
The minimum dressage mark has been 
removed and qualification standardised for 
all classes as follows:

If there are one to four competitors in 
a class, the highest placed one will qualify, 
disregarding those who have already 
qualified. If there are five or more in the  
class, the highest two will qualify, 
disregarding those already qualified,  
from the first six places.

Sandringham 2013
Please remember the advanced classes at 
Sandringham this year are being run as 
international classes alongside the  
para-equestrian test event for the proposed  
FEI World Championships in 2014. This 
means that drivers in these classes will have 
a further opportunity to achieve a qualifying 
score for world championship events, but 
also means that all drivers and horses must 
be registered with the FEI. Forms for this can 
be found under Information on the British 
Carriagedriving website. All horses must also 
comply with the FEI rules for vaccination.

Compensating aids for 
para-equestrian drivers
To enable para-equestrian drivers to compete 
at higher levels, council have approved the 
use of compensating aids. A classification 
card gives drivers a grading according to 
their disability and details any compensation 
aids that they are entitled to use. This means 
a driver may be entitled to drive the one 
handed circle with two hands or salute 
without taking their hand off the reins 
without penalty in the dressage or the groom 
may be entitled to use the whip or brake on 
behalf of the driver.

In addition, a driver may be allowed to 
use a lap belt, secured at one end and held by 
the groom at the other end, and the groom 
will be permitted to wrap this once on the 
marathon as para drivers may not have the 
ability to brace themselves. The backstepper 
must wear a body protector in this case to 
help prevent injury if they are pulled forward 
suddenly. This does not affect the existing 
rule pertaining to restraining straps in the 
rule book. 

All para drivers have to undergo a 
classification procedure to obtain their card 
which details the compensating aids they are 
permitted to use. All para drivers must have 

been classified and carry an FEI classification 
card. Classification is undertaken by 
registered FEI classifiers. They must declare 
their compensating aids and present their 
card to the event organiser before the start 
of the competition at all levels from club to 
National. To obtain the card please contact 
the British Carriagedriving office, or Rachel 
Belliere-Wilson, email:  
rachel.belliere-wilson@eu.biworldwide.com.

BEFAR
In March 2011 the British Equestrian 
Federation announced a new set of National 
Equine Anti Doping and Controlled 
Medication rules (BEFAR).

The rules, which closely mirror the FEI 
guidelines, affect all BEF Member Bodies in FEI 
disciplines and are incorporated into our rules. 

The system provides for an increasing 
number of anti-doping tests across the 
disciplines and all affiliated members should 
expect their horse to be tested, whether they are 
competing at grass roots level or at a National 
Championship. The Equine Anti Doping and 
Controlled Medication Rules for international 
competitors remain unchanged. No warning is 
given regarding the events which the testers will 
attend and the competitors selected for testing 
is done by a draw.


