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OFFICIAL NEWS 
Council meeting
The next council meeting takes place on 
Tuesday, May 14.

Change of venue for  
National Championships 
After an almost continuous run of over 10 years, 
the BHDTA 2013 National Championships will 
move from Queen Victoria’s Review Ground at 
Windsor Great Park to the Ashfields Carriage 
and Polo Club at Great Canfield in Essex. The 
announcement was made on Wednesday, March 
6, following a BHDTA Council meeting. 

BHDTA Chairman, Jock McFarlane, said: 

“It was inevitable that in the ongoing economic 
climate, with the National Championships 
becoming financially unsustainable in recent 
years, a move would have to happen. 

“Our membership raised concerns over the 
situation at the AGM in November and since 
then council has been seeking a solution. We 
are indebted to our patron, HRH The Duke of 
Edinburgh, and estate employees at the Royal 
Park for all their help and assistance in our time 
there, but the championships does have to be a 
viable event. 

“The BHDTA wish to express their thanks 
to all the past Windsor organisers, and in 
particular, Rita Bundock, who tried valiantly to 
make the event sustainable, despite rising costs 
and diminishing sponsorship in the current 
economic climate.”

At present, this is an arrangement for 2013 
only. The Competitions Committee is currently 
reviewing other options and would welcome 
suggestions from members for potential venues 
and, even more importantly, for potential 
organisers. If you have any suggestions, please 
pass them to either the BHDTA Office or 
Barry Hilditch, chairman of the Competitions 
Committee, whose contact details are listed on 
the website.

Rule changes for 2013
2013 Rule Book amendments can be obtained 
from the BHDTA office by sending a self-
addressed C5 envelope. An explanation of the 
2013 rule changes has been published on  
the website.

Council discusses details of 
SWOT analysis 
An extra council meeting was recently added to 
the calendar to meet with the SWOT (strengths, 
weaknesses, opportunities and threats) team. 
The request for contributions to this initiative 
had been widely circulated through email to 
members, the website and social media and 
96 responses were received from a wide range 
of interested parties who were not necessarily 
BHDTA members. 

A cross section of respondents were selected 
to participate in a meeting in Kegworth and 
focus on specific topics. The SWOT team 
collated this information which was presented to 
council. A more detailed report of this meeting 
is published on the BHDTA website.

Young Drivers’ Summer  
Training Clinic 
Training is important if you and your horse or 
pony are to make progress and do well in all 
phases of horse driving trials. This camp  
is open to all who are young drivers,  
including newcomers, pre-novice, novice, open 
and multiples. 

You get two training sessions per day with 
Wilf Bowman-Ripley, Sara Howe or Sarah-Jane 
Williams. Each training session will help you 
with your schooling and driving, whatever 
your aspirations, with useful tips, improved 
techniques and feedback. 

Full-size arenas, obstacles and all the 
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Philip Bateman reports that, on a rather 
pleasant March weekend at Stow-on-the-
Wold, a total of 64 offi cials gathered. 

Judges (including observers), 
technical delegates and course designers 
descended from all over the United 
Kingdom, including a large contingent 
from Ireland, for a lively and interesting 
joint clinic for all BHDTA offi cials 
which followed on from last year’s very 
successful clinic.

Following a general introduction, all 
the participants were given a “passing 
in” test, with the answers following later 
in the day.

The 40 judges were treated to 
Andrew Counsell analysing driven 
dressage tests on video. Following 
this fi rst session, Boyd Exell, FEI World 
Champion four in hand driver, gave 
a superb exhibition with his horses, 
entertaining and instructing the audience 
with his mastery of horsemanship. 

Boyd kept all participants enthralled 
with his skills and talents during another 
session after lunch. Before the end of the 
day, the International Course Designer, 
Barry Hunter gave an interesting and 
enlightening talk on obstacle cones 
driving to a further joint session of 
all participants. 

Philip Bateman had nine technical 
delegates for his new form of clinic; 
which was a discussion forum replacing 
the more traditional “listen to what I 
have to say” format. The lively discussion 
focused on last year’s problems and 
unusual situations encountered and 
various ways to solve them; always 
remembering that we do not have 
problems, only solutions.

Barry Hunter, having fl own in from 
Florida the morning before, had 14 
course designers for his very indepth and 

interesting session. On Saturday morning 
they went outside and built the driven 
dressage arena ready for the judges to 
watch both Boyd and Georgina Hunt 
drive the new Test 11. Then everyone 
came back inside and worked both in the 
classroom and the indoor arena where 
they built an obstacle cones course. 

Comments/feedback made by some 
course designers were that they thought 
Barry’s way of putting things over to them 
was very informative and helpful – instead 
of just preaching, he kept asking them 
questions on ‘how’ and ‘why’, making 
them quantify everything – the best one 
yet. All his sessions overran on time 
considerably, showing that they had a 
great deal to talk about; at one point we 
thought they were going to miss lunch.

On the Sunday, Barry Hunter returned 
with his course designers and built an 
obstacle cones driving course in the 

outside arena. Philip brought down 
his technical delegates to fi nd the 
deliberate mistakes, put these right and 
then measure the course. After this, the 
judges walked the course and measured 
it, before Boyd drove round with a horse 
pair, making lots of errors for the judges 
to spot. Boyd also put a GPS on his 
carriage to measure the exact distance 
he drove; this measurement was only 10 
metres different.

The whole clinic was, as always, well 
orchestrated by Sydney Smith and her 
team at the Unicorn Trust. With 52 for 
dinner on Saturday, the food and social 
side of this clinic was well received. 

On the Sunday after the ‘passing 
out test’, before everyone went home, 
a decision was reached unanimously to 
have the same combined clinic next year 
at Stow. Cries of “The best yet” were 
heard from the participants.

Lively Joint Clinic held at the Unicorn Trust for judges, TDs and course designers 

required facilities at Ashfi elds will be available. 
Please bring mats for your stabling if you stay 
overnight. On-site stables are available. Call Zoe 
on 07770 944868. 

Training camp fees - all classes: £162.50 Th is 
includes three lunches and two evening meals 
for the driver plus one other. Extra meals can be 
booked at £8.50 each during the camp. 

Please book early to guarantee your place. 
British Young Drivers, BHDTA members and 
EACDG members have priority on a fi rst-
come, fi rst-served basis. Non-members must be 
insured to take part in training for horse driving 
trials. Cheques payable to EACDG Ltd. 

GENERAL
The impact of lameness of 
horses and owners in the UK
Th e Weipers Centre Equine Hospital at Th e 
University of Glasgow School of Veterinary 

Medicine is contacting horse owners 
regarding a lameness based UK-wide 
survey which will be carried out over the 
forthcoming months. 

Th is survey is part of a Masters project 
investigating the eff ect of lameness on both 
horses and owners in the UK. 

Th ere are two main aims of this study. 

• Quantify the current cost of keeping a 
horse on a daily basis in the UK including 
routine healthcare and

• Determine the annual prevalence of 
lameness and the number of ‘days wasted’ 
for one horse in a 12-month period.

All information collected during this study 
will be kept confi dential and will be accessed 
only by the research team. All survey 
responses are collected using an anonymous 
method. Th e study has been approved by 
the Glasgow University Veterinary School 
Animal Ethics and Welfare Committee.

• To take part in the survey 
use the following link: www.
surveymonkey.com/s/
WeipersCentreEquineHospitalStudy

Opposite page (top): Taking part in the recent joint clinic 
for judges TDs and course desginers was Georgina Hunt 
and Boyd Exell. Georgina is pictured here with her 
four-in-hand at Hopetoun last year. Opposite 
(bottom): Boyd Exell takes a pair through the obstacle 
cones course. 


