
50 Carriage Driving March 2013

BRITISH HORSE DRIVING TRIALS ASSOCIATION

Monthly update

March 2013 Carriage Driving  51 

BRITISH HORSE DRIVING TRIALS ASSOCIATION

O�  cial news
Council meeting
 e date of the next meeting of the BHDTA 
Council is Wednesday 6 March.  ey will meet 
with the team conducting the SWOT analysis 
which will be the focus of the day’s proceedings. 
 e next routine council meeting takes place on 
Tuesday 14 May.

BHDTA Conference and AGM
 e date for the 2013 event is 16 November and 
will take place at Addington Manor Equestrian 
Centre in Buckinghamshire.  is now avoids 
a clash with the driving extravaganza Paard & 
Koets which takes place from 22- 4 November.

Rule Book Amendments
If you wish to keep your rule book up to 
date, please send a sae to the BHDTA o�  ce 
to receive a copy of the 2013 amendments. 
 ese will be made available for o�  cials at the 
national clinic.

Of� cials List
Please note that following the forthcoming 
national clinic at the beginning of March, only 
those who have their clinic quali� cation up to 
date will be included on the list.

Club clinics
Details have still to be � nalised for the club 
clinics so please watch the website for details. 
Clinics are planned in the north and south.

Baileys BHDTA British Young 
Drivers Easter Clinic 2013 
Held at the Unicorn Equestrian Trust at Stow 
on the Wold, it caters for all levels from � rst 
time drivers and would be drivers, to national 
champions.  ere are two driven lessons each 
day with Sara Howe, Sue Mart and Sarah Jane 
Williams with on-foot sessions and plenty fun 
and games. You do not need to have a pony 
to come.

• National Young Drivers Clinic - by invitation 
only - Friday 29 March to Monday 1 April 

• British Young Drivers Clinic for ages 8-25 
years - Monday 1 April to Wednesday 3 April. 

• Please apply to Sydney Smith for a form 
sydneysmith@unicornequestriantrust.org.uk 
which should be returned by Friday 15 March.

EVENTS
Allerton Novice Quali� er: 
Yearbook date correction
Please note that the date for the Allerton Novice 
Quali� er is incorrect in the yearbook. It takes 
place on 20/21 July as published on the website.

New Novice Quali� er added 
to the 2013 Calendar
An additional Novice Quali� er will take place at 
a club event at Normanhurst run by IDHTUK 
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classi� cation procedure to obtain their card 
which details the compensating aids they are 
permitted to use. All para drivers must have been 
classi� ed and carry an FEI classi� cation card. 
Classi� cation is undertaken by registered FEI 
classi� ers.  ey must declare their compensating 
aids and present their card to the event organiser 
before the start of the competition at all levels 
from club to national. To obtain the card 
please contact the BHDTA O�  ce or Rachel 
Belliere-Wilson email: rachel.belliere-wilson@
eu.biworldwide.com.

Driving back at Lowther
 e good news from the event organisers 
continues as driving is back at Lowther and work 
is ahead of schedule.

Recently, course builders laboured through 
Arctic conditions to mark out the newly 
designed obstacles sited in Lowther home park 
within the redesigned show ground.

George Bowman IV says: “Preparations are 
well ahead of schedule and the construction of 
the eight exciting new obstacles starts the end 
of this week in readiness for the North West 
Driving Club Easter event and six months ahead 
of  e Lowther Show which takes place on
9-11August.”

 e eight new obstacles have been moved 
from the old position two miles out in the 
countryside to the show ground to give the 
ultimate spectator appeal. Last year the crowd hit 
� gures of between 20 and 30 thousand. With the 
return of carriage driving, a new food festival and 
a beer festival, all located in the show ground, the 
crowd is expected to increase signi� cantly.

A new dressage arena, the marathon 
course and the stabling all are centred around 
the stunning setting of Lowther Castle.  e 
marathon route will bring driving horses along 
the Emperor’s Drive, through part of the garden 
into the Yellow Earl’s beautiful stable block 
and on to the halt at the front of the castle, 
recreating history.

on 3/4 August. For further details and a schedule, 
please contact Rita Bundock rita@ihdt.co.uk or 
07971 529450.

Proposed intro class
As a trial in 2013, a number of national events 
will run a new format of intro class to give club 
drivers easier access to national events. Further 
details will be published in due course.

Compensating aids for 
para-equestrian drivers
To enable parc-equestrian drivers to compete at 
higher levels, Council have approved the use of 
compensating aids. A classi� cation card gives 
drivers a grading according to their disability 
and details any compensation aids that they 
are entitled to use.  is means a driver may be 
entitled to drive the one-handed circle with two 
hands or salute without taking their hand o©  
the reins without penalty in the dressage, or the 
groom may be entitled to use the whip or brake 
on behalf of the driver.

In addition, a driver may be allowed to use 
a lap belt, secured at one end and held by the 
groom at the other end, and the groom will be 
permitted to wrap this once on the marathon 
as para drivers may not have the ability to brace 
themselves.  e backstepper must wear a body 
protector in this case to help prevent injury if 
they are pulled forward suddenly.  is does not 
a© ect the existing rule pertaining to restraining 
straps in the BHDTA Rule Book. 

All para drivers have to undergo a 

INTERNATIONAL
Promotions
Following the clinic in Ermelo in November 
2012, the following BHDTA members have been 
promoted to Level 2 FEI Stewards, e© ective from 
1 February 2013:

• Harry Lu© 
• Sally Moreton
• Anya Mower 
• Katie Stewart 

RWHS Invitations
Council have issued invitations for RWHS, 
based on the revised guidelines for allocation 
of invitations published last year.  e new 
system will invite the winner of the National 
Championships and the top three placed in the 
Points League.  e dressage scores at qualifying 
events were also considered as drivers must 
have achieved the minimum standard for 
international quali� cation on one occasion in 
that season or the previous season.

Reminder for � rst time 
international competitors
If you plan to compete abroad for the � rst time 
this year, please remember that drivers need to 
obtain the qualifying dressage score applicable 
to their class for a World Championship, but 
they have to do this on only one occasion. 
 ey must still complete the event without 
retiral or elimination, but can do this with any 
permutation of horses or ponies.

Ferry costs for 2013
Julie Camm’s superb negotiating skills have 
resulted in the rates for ferry travel being held 
by P&O at the 2012 rates. If you are travelling 
abroad, please use this service as we will only 
be able to keep these rates if we have enough 

competitors using the crossing and our account. 
Anyone can use it, not just BHDTA members.

It is a cash account which must be paid in 
advance over the phone or at the time of check 
in. Please take a note of the account number 
111646 as you will need this when you book.                                                                                                           

Rates:
• Accompanied vehicles up to 7.50m: £ 85
• Accompanied vehicles from 7.51m up to 

12.50m: £ 135
• Accompanied vehicles from 12.51m up to 

19.00m: £155
•  e price includes ponies and horses and up 

to two drivers
•  e supplement for an extra passenger is £15 

each way
•  e fuel surcharge is revised monthly
•  ese prices are for a single journey and VAT 

is excluded

• For further information and the sailing 
schedule, please see the website 
www.poferriesfreight.com

• � e Dover freight o�  ce can be contacted 24 
hours a day on 01304 862539

GENERAL
Equine Herpes EHV1 
and EHV4  
John McEwen BVMS MRCVS,  Director 
Equine Sports Science & Medicine of the BEF’s 
Equestrian World Class Programme has sent the 
following information:

As all may be aware there has been an increase 
in the reported cases of Equine Herpes, both EHV1 
and EHV4, particularly in France and the UK, but 
also we expect elsewhere in Europe. 

Equine herpes virus can have serious 
performance consequences and within the World 
Class Programme, we feel that you should be aware 
of the increased risk to travelling horses, in particular 
in Europe. We suggest that riders should consider 
talking to and taking advice from your home vet 
regarding vaccination, if you have not already done 
so. If you or your vet have any concerns please do 
not hesitate to contact the World Class Programme 
Vet connected to your programme/discipline. 

It may also be prudent to discuss vaccination for 
West Nile Virus if you are intending to compete in 
Europe on a regular basis.
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