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O�  cial news
Council meeting
� e date of the next meeting of the BHDTA 
Council is Wednesday, February 13.

Subscriptions
Please note that a new discount of £20 is being 
o� ered for two full members at the same 
address where one mailing will be sent. 

A refund will be issued with your 
membership card if you have already paid your 
subscription for two full members.

Many thanks to all our members who have 
renewed their subscriptions promptly. 

Please note: � ere is no facility to pay over 
the phone as there is no credit card machine 
in the o�  ce. 

Many thanks to everyone who has paid by 
BACS, as this means the BHDTA receive the full 
value of your subscription. 

If you have not yet renewed, all the various 
means of payment are detailed on the website.

Signatures required
� ere has been a signi� cant trend this year 
of people sending their payment without a 

membership form. Please note that a signature 
is legally required (or “agree” typed into the 
online forms) in order to comply with the British 
Equestrian Federation’s anti-doping policy 
which, as a member body, the BHDTA is obliged 
to follow. If your membership form is returned, 
please sign it and return it to the BHDTA o�  ce 
at your earliest convenience.

Yearbook
As this copy goes to press, the yearbook is with 
the printer, although no delivery date is yet 
available. Please note: � e BHDTA o�  ce is 
closed from January 28 to February 1, so if they 
are not delivered before that date, they will be 
posted as early as possible in February.

National Training Clinic 2013
Saturday 2 and Sunday 3 March are the dates of 
the Combined Conference at the Unicorn Trust 
for national judges, technical delegates and course 
designers. Club o�  cials are welcome to attend 
this Combined National Clinic if space permits. 
If the demand is too high, places will be awarded 
on a � rst-come basis. Please book a place, no later 
than Monday February 4, using the form which 
can be downloaded from the website.

British Horse Driving 
Trials Association, 
East Overhill, 
Stewarton, Kilmarnock, 
Ayrshire KA3 5JT

t: 0845 6432116
e: bhdta@horsedriving trials.co.uk
w: www.horsedrivingtrials.co.uk
Of� ce open Mon-Fri 8am to 12 noon

paperwork and hand in your declaration form. 
� ere has been a slight increase in fees this year 
and novice competitors will also have a start fee 
to pay. � is was waived last year, thanks to the 
generous support from Hugh Scott-Barrett.

Club dressage
� ere has been some discussion on the BHDTA 
forum about whether or not clubs still need to 
have standing presentation. 

Please note: Clubs can choose whichever 
test they wish and can choose whether or not 
to ask for presentation. Many clubs do not have 
a presentation mark as they feel it is acceptable 
for drivers at this level to do their dressage and 
cones in marathon dress. Each club can take 
their own decision on this issue.

Para-equestrian 
compensating aids
A proposal has been accepted by council that 
compensating aids are adopted for para-
equestrian drivers, to enable them to take part 
in driving trials more easily. � is will depend on 
the disability of the driver; this could be as simple 
as allowing someone to keep two hands on the 
reins during the one-handed circle or salute 
without letting go of the reins. Drivers will all be 
assessed before the event and judges noti� ed to 
ensure penalties are not awarded. If you require 
any further information, please contact Rachel 
Belliere-Wilson, email: rachel.belliere-wilson@
eu.biworldwide.com or the BHDTA o�  ce.

GENERAL
Olympia
� e crowds at Olympia certainly seemed to 
thoroughly enjoy the driving and gave all the 
competitors a huge amount of support. Karen 
and Hugh Scott-Barrett sponsored the � rst 
FEI World Cup quali� er at this venue and 
Hugh thoroughly enjoyed backstepping for the 
eventual winner, Boyd Exell.

� e aim of many of the British horse fours 
drivers was to be invited to take part as a wild 
card. � e quest started back in November a¥ er 
the BHDTA Conference, when Dan Naprous 
� nished � rst in the evening competition. He 
was surprised to win as one of his team was 
injured at home two days before the event and th 
replacement proved hard work in the � rst round. 

He got better as the competition developed 
though and Dan hopes that a series of events can 
be organised for 2013 as part of the class’s four-
year plan to improve the standard of driving in 
Britain and to give the drivers more experience 
of the indoor format.

One downside to this event is the disruption 
to the horses’ usual routine; as they had to be 
clipped and they are now in and still ticking 
over, rather than being turned out for the winter. 
Overall though Dan agreed the experience had 
been worth it. Despite a rocky start, Dan came 
back to drive well on day two. “In the � rst round 
I was talking to my navigator as we went through 
the start,” Dan explained. “I was trying to � nd 

EVENTS
St Fort
It is with great sadness that Andrew Mylius has 
regretfully taken the decision not to run St Fort, 
this year either as a national or club event. � is 
is entirely due to the horrendous mess that the 
cattle have made in the park where the obstacles 
are situated. � irty-� ve cows with their calves are 
wintering out as usual, but due to the incessant 
rain the area resembles a World War I battle� eld. 
Much of this will need to be reseeded next 
spring, if it ever dries up, which rules the estate 
out as a competition venue. � e tracks used 
for the marathon are not any better; the only 
sensible decision is to not run any event. 

� is will have been a very di�  cult decision 
to take, as St Fort has run events every year since 
1981; that’s an amazing 32 consecutive years. 

Unlike last year, there is no chance of a 
reversal this time.

Start fees
When attending national or regional events, 
please remember to make your start fee cheque 
payable to the BHDTA, but lodge it with 
the event organiser when you collect your 

the “C” gate as I had forgotten where it was and 
it was quite a long way from the start to the � rst 
cone. Unfortunately, my horses locked onto cone 
9 in reverse and, although I tried to turn them 
away, we hit it and were eliminated.”

� e buzz in the atmosphere did not faze Dan 
or the horses as they had taken part in HOYS 
with the “Devil’s Horsemen” stunt team. 

Dan recalls: “� e crowd missed the most 
exciting part of the competition. � e warm-up 
arena was only about 15m x 30m and, with seven 
teams in there at once, you needed experienced 
horses. When you got into the main arena there 
seemed to be loads of room to manoeuvre, 
despite Olympia being the smallest arena on the 
World Cup circuit.” 

Dan admits to being somewhat surprised 
at how technical the obstacles were and felt 
he would bene� t from more experience if he 
is to improve on last year’s performance. He 
plans to travel to a few events on the continent 
but continue to support home events. Dan is 
delighted with his � rst international win at Le 
Pin au Haras in 2012 and hopes to build on that 
this year. He is delighted that his team are already 
feeling a much more established unit.

� e Olympia experience proved tiring as it 
was a long day for the drivers, who had to be 
up at the crack of dawn in order to arrive in 
time to present themselves for the compulsory 
FEI vet check. 

� e draw was then completed to decide 
the starting order and by the time everything 
was ready, the competition was due to begin. 
It was a¥ er 11pm before they were � nished. 

Despite all this, would he do it again? 
Of course he would.
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Carol Pawson
David Smith writes about Carol Pawson: 
“It is with great sadness that I inform you that 
Carol Pawson passed away on December 30. 
It was only two days before that Carol was 
cheerfully o�  ciating as chairman, at a Wolverley 
Driving Club Christmas lunch. Carol had been 
very kind and supportive to me especially in the 
last year. 

“As we all know, Carol was very 
competitive, enjoying success greatly and 
always magnanimous in defeat. She was also 
a compassionate, considerate and supportive 
person who I was privileged to know and see 
every day when we did our horses and talked 
about carriage driving.

“Carol will be greatly missed in the driving 
world, locally, in the midlands and indeed 
nationally.”

A joyous remembrance gathering to celebrate 
the life of Carol was held on Sunday, January 20.

Le� : Dan Naprous driving at Olympia
Above: Carol Pawson competing in the open horse class 
at the 2011 BHDTA National Championships


