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Monthly update
Official news
Council meeting
The date of the next meeting of the BHDTA 
Council will be decided after the new council 
meet on Thursday, 22 November.

BHDTA Conference and AGM
These meetings took place on Saturday, 17 
November for the first time in Addington 
Equestrian Centre in conjunction with a 
premier show jumping event. Delegates 
moved around different tables, each 
facilitated by a specialist in a particular area 
in an informal manner. For the more formal 
session in the afternoon they received their 
paperwork in a new style brochure, which was 
popular and the contents are published on the 
website for anyone who was unable to attend.

The afternoon session of the conference 
opened with reports from the chairman and 
treasurer. In addition to his printed report, the 
treasurer noted that the forecast profit for the 
association had been swallowed up by the loss 
of £11k on the national championships. 

He listed a number of contributing factors: 
event cancellations had reduced the number 
of qualified competitors; entries were down 
as the FEI World Singles Championship had 
drawn some people to Portugal and £2k had 
been spent on advertising, yet only £1.3k was 
taken on the gate. He noted that measures will 
be taken to address this for 2013.

James Broome then spoke about the 
proposed change of name for the association 
and asked members to approach the name 
change from a sound business perspective. 
Why BC? James pointed out that although we 
know the sport as driving trials, and know 

how this differs for example from scurry, 
showing etc, outsiders do not recognise the 
differences and the first stage is to get them 
interested before they specialise. 

We need to send out a clear message and a 
clear brand - people recognise carriage driving. 

James felt a new name and logo 
will challenge people to reconsider 
preconceptions. 

Good marketing and promotion will 
still be needed and this will start with the 
evening horse fours competition on Horse 
and Country TV later this year. He finished by 
asking everyone to support the name change. 

The AGM followed and the chairman 
called a poll to enable the proxy votes to 
be counted in addition to votes cast by 
the members who were able to attend the 
meeting. The first three ordinary resolutions 
were passed and the result of the ballot 
announced: David Titmuss, James Rooney 
and Mark Ingham were duly elected.

The business moved onto the special 
resolution regarding changing the name of the 
association. Of the 156 members who voted, 
125 were in favour which gave a majority of 
fractionally over 80%. As only 75% was needed, 
the chairman declared the resolution passed. 

Jock McFarlane then asked Peter Bridson 
to accept the chairman’s award, which is 
presented by the chairman of the BHDTA to 
someone who has helped the association over 
and above the call of duty, over many years 
and in a voluntary capacity. 

Jock said: “As a successful London solicitor, 
Peter took on the role of company secretary, to 
the recently formed BHDTA, in 1995. He was 

to deal with the statutory legal requirements of 
the company and also to act as legal advisor to 
the Association. This he has done for 17 years 
without any charge to the association, thus 
saving us thousands of pounds.

He guides the trustees of the special 
development fund, acts as the scrutineer for 
the BHDTA council elections and has kept us 
right with the voting and proxy forms for the 
proposed name change.

Peter has had a considerable input into the 
health and safety side of the sport and has 
generally guided the approach taken by  
the BHDTA.

In addition to all the above, he has found 
the time to qualify as a TD and ran the 
national championships some 10 years ago.

I have only met Peter Bridson a few times, 
however as chairman, I have been in contact 
with him on numerous occasions, seeking his 
advice on a wide range of topics. 

For many years Peter has given his advice 
freely and with little thanks. On your behalf 
I would like to thank him now by presenting 
him with the 2012 Chairman’s award.”

 The BHDTA Young Drivers Achievement 
Award was then presented to Rosanna Walter 
Symons. Rosanna started driving aged eight 
in 2000 and has gone through the young 
drivers progressive training scheme, winning 
the National Novice Pony Championship 
in 2009 and the National Advanced Pony 
Championship in 2012. 

Daniel Naprous in the obstacle at Addington  
Below left: Rosanna Walter Symons with the BHDTA 
Young Driver’s Achievement Award 
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This year marked the first ever FEI European 
Young Drivers Championship, at which she won 
a bronze medal, which is a new “benchmark of 
achievement” by our young drivers.

The chairman then pointed out that the 
BHDTA does not normally present an award to 
retiring council members, but on this occasion 
he had decided to make an exception. 

He noted that Ian Gilbert had not missed 
a meeting in nine years and has spent an 
extraordinary amount of his time for the 
benefit of the sport. 

As chairman of the competitions 
committee, he has always been determined to 
support our national events whenever possible 
and wherever they are located in the country. 

He possesses a huge knowledge of the 
sport and many useful contacts all over the 
country, from who we all benefit. He will be 
greatly missed on council, the competitions 
committee and the F&GP committee.

 The afternoon session concluded with a 
statement to say that the BHDTA Council 
will stand by their published statement that 
“whatever was proposed by the FEI, the 
competition would not be dramatically altered 
in Britain in 2013”, although a high number of 
the members present felt that a more relaxed 
walk would be of benefit. Peter Bridson then 
spoke to the members about body protectors. 

A variety of opinions were heard from the 
floor, which will assist council when making 
decisions about implementing FEI rules.

Delegates then headed for dinner and an 
evening of fabulous entertainment.

The British Masters 
The inaugural British Masters competition gave 
the lively crowd at Addington Manor Equestrian 
Centre a night that they will never forget.

In the first round - used only to determine 
the running order of the second - Karen Bassett, 
driving a team that included three horses 

only previously used for funerals, started the 
competition off steadily. Wilf Bowman-Ripley, 
driving as though his life depended on it, looked 
world class as his horses charged around the 
Andrew Simmons-built course. 

However, it was Georgina Hunt who 
topped the leader board, ensuring that she 
would be the last to go in the following round.

The first to go in the second round was 
Karen, who gave the spectators the biggest 
surprise of the day. Not only did she knock 
some 25 seconds off her first round, but she also 
finished the round in third place, ahead of Dick 
Lane, Wilf Bowman-Ripley and Pippa Bassett. 

Georgina Hunt continued to be the 
consummate professional, driving the fastest 
of all the drivers in the second round and 
Daniel Naprous also did particularly well to 
finish in second position. This meant that 
Karen, Daniel and Georgina would be in the 
final drive-off round to determine the winner.  

Karen started the drive-off by moving up 
yet another gear and flew through the course. 

Unfortunately, a slight steering hiccup 
caused a minor deviation off the racing line 
and cost Karen a few seconds. With the 
pressure then at virtually unbearable levels, 
Daniel drove his Lipizzaner horses very 
accurately and smoothly, beating Karen’s time. 
However, with the current leader still to drive, 
everybody’s focus moved to Georgina. 

In a carbon copy of her first round, 
Georgina drove perfectly, executing an almost 
impossible line from the “B” to the “C” gate 
of the first obstacle. Just as everyone thought 
that Georgina had the competition won, her 
nearside leader got a leg over a trace. This 
meant that grooms had to be put down, and 
after the rhythm had been lost, Georgina 
was subsequently eliminated - leaving Daniel 
Naprous as the first ever British Master. 

As this had been run as an Olympia trial 
event, the organising committee for the 

?????????????????????? 
???????????????

Olympia International Horse Show then 
confirmed that they wished to offer Dan 
the wild card, which he accepted. The FEI 
Indoor World Cup Driving takes place on the 
evening of Wednesday, 19 and the afternoon 
of Thursday, 20 December. Dan joins an 
international line-up consisting of Koos de 
Ronde (NED), Theo Timmerman (NED), 
Christoph Sandmann (GER), Georg von Stein 
(GER), Fredrik Persson (SWE) with Boyd Exell 
(AUS) as the second wild card for this event.

Below left: BHDTA Chairman Jock McFarlane, 
presenting Peter Bridson with the 2012 
Chairman’s award. Below right: Ian Gilbert    
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