
44 Carriage Driving November 2012

BRITISH HORSE DRIVING TRIALS ASSOCIATION

Monthly update
Official news
Council Meeting
The next meeting of the BHDTA Council will 
be decided after the new Council members are 
appointed at the AGM.

Council Nominations
A newsletter has been sent with a voting 
paper for the Council election which must be 
returned to the scrutineer by noon on Tuesday 
13th November at the latest. Please use your 
vote as this is your chance to elect those that 
will represent your interests on Council. Each 
candidate has submitted a short statement with 
some personal details to help you decide who 
should receive your vote.

BHDTA AGM and  
a New Resolution
A revised Notice of Meeting has been sent 
to all members, printed on yellow paper, to 
incorporate an additional resolution Council 
wished to add following their meeting on 12th 
October. A revised proxy form, also on yellow 
paper, has been sent to show the additional 
resolution regarding the proposed name change 
for the Association and to allow members to 
vote should they be unable to attend  
the meeting.

The reasoning behind the proposed name 
change is to give the Association a more 
dynamic image and bring us into line with 
other member bodies of the British Equestrian 
Federation. Other BEF member bodies are BD 
(British Dressage), BE (British Eventing) and 
BS (British Showjumping). Council felt that if 
we amalgamated two words in the same way 
Showjumping did, it would fit well if we were 
BC which stands for British CarriageDriving. 
James Broome will speak to the Conference 
before the AGM to expand on Council’s 
reasoning for introducing the idea. If the idea 
is approved, a new logo will be introduced to 
fit with the new image of driving as a modern 
sport.

BHDTA Conference –  
revised programme
The BHDTA AGM and Conference take place 
on Saturday 17 November at Addington Manor 
Equestrian Centre in Buckinghamshire. The 
format for the day has been revised as follows:

10.30 – 11.30am 
Workgroups around tables (Restaurant)
• Finance
• International
• Clubs

• Competitions
• Training
• Judges
• Officials – TD and CD

11.40am – 12.20pm 
The Olympic Legacy (Old Bar)
Anne Clarke: The BEF’s South West and South 
East Regional Development Co-ordinator 
and Lead Co-ordinator for the Non Olympic 
Disciplines. This talk will explain all the various 
funding opportunities that are available to 
clubs, groups and individuals as a result of the 
Olympic legacy. The talk will stimulate people 
to speak to Anne about their various projects.

12.30pm – 2.00pm 
Lunch (Restaurant - £15 per head: must have 
been pre-booked)

2.20pm (Old Bar)
Welcome: Chairman – Jock McFarlane
The Case For Re-branding: James Broome

2.45pm 
Annual General Meeting 

3pm 
Reports
• Chairman’s Report
• Treasurer’s Report
• Report questions: other reports will have 

been circulated during the day 
Presentation of Chairman’s Award 
Presentation of Young Driver Award
Open Forum
• The recommendation to wear a body 

protector: Peter Bridson
• Rule changes (if required)

5.00pm Finish of Conference

Evening Horse Fours  
Indoor Competition
The Olympia Trial event follows in the evening 
where a number of horse fours drivers will 
do their best to shine in front of the Olympia 
selectors with the aim of being offered the wild 
card to compete in the Indoor World Cup just 
before Christmas. Members and their spouses, 
partners and friends are invited to stay on 
for what will be a thrilling, exciting and hard 
fought battle. And what’s more – it’s free  
to watch.

At 7.00 pm, there will be opportunity to 
have an optional meal* in the Addington 
Manor Restaurant. All spectators can watch the 
drivers walk the course before the competition 
begins at 8.30 pm. The competition will follow 
the Indoor World Cup format where round 
one determines the order for the second 

Jock McFarlane FEI Singles Horse Championships 
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round. The fastest three drivers in round two 
go on to a final run-off to determine who will 
win the British Masters title!

If you don’t fancy a late night drive home 
afterwards, you’ll be pleased to know that 
caravans and horseboxes will be welcome to 
stay overnight at Addington; electrical hook-
up is available at £20.00 per caravan/vehicle. 

*The optional meal costs £20 per head with 
tables of 8 - 10 people and must be pre-booked 
directly with Addington Manor Equestrian 
Centre. Likewise, caravan and horsebox space 
(plus hook-up if required) must be pre-booked 
with Addington Manor. Please download the 
Booking Form from the BHDTA web-site or 
call the BHDTA office on 0845 643 2116. 

Rule changes
As these pages go to print, the revised draft 
of the new FEI rules has only just been 
received. The Rules Committee have not yet 
had a chance to respond but, at their recent 
meeting, Council took the view that whatever 
was proposed by the FEI, the competition 
would not be dramatically altered in Britain 
in 2013. Further information will be made 
availabe in due course.

Promotion of officials
Council have approved recommendations 
from the Competitions Committee’s that 
Colin Smith is promoted to the list of course 
designers and from the Judges Committee’s 
that Barry Capstick, Sanchia May and James 
Rooney (specialist dressage) are added to the 
judges list.

Club Liaison Committee
Council have decided that the Club Liaison 
Committee is not functioning as originally 
planned. They have decided not to replace 
Martyn Willis when he retires at the AGM 
this year. Louise McCutcheon will continue 
until the end of her 2 year term. This decision 
was put to the clubs attending the Club Event 
Organisers meeting and can be discussed 
during the morning work groups at the 
Conference after which Council will review 
the decision.

UKCC
After many years of commitment to the 
modern approach to coaching through the UK 
Coaching Certificate (UKCC), Ann Varley has 
decided to hand over the reins and step down. 
She has been instrumental in introducing 
the UKCC programme to carriage drivers 
and getting a core of qualified coaches listed 
which has now expanded to include numerous 
qualified coaches from Oban to Devon. She 
has moved the programme forward and 
driving now has coaches up to Level 3. 

Previously Ann managed all this on her 
own but the job has grown more onerous 
as time has passed. For this reason Angela 
Flanagan has agreed to liaise with the 
Coaching Development Action Team (CDAT) 
and Minta Winn has agreed to take on 
administration of the coaching programme 

and assessment days. If you have any queries 
regarding the UKCC programme, please 
contact the BHDTA Office in the first instance.

The Chairman has expressed his thanks 
to Ann for all her hard work in getting the 
programme started. This has taken her a huge 
amount of time and effort as was recognised 
by Tony Bache when Ann was awarded the 
Chairman’s award in 2010.

EVENTS
2013 Dates
As these pages go to print, a number  
of events have still to confirm their dates  
for 2013. Please watch the web-site where  
they will be published as soon as they have 
been confirmed.

Lowther Horse Driving  
Trials 2013
One event that many will be pleased to see 
returning to the National calendar is Lowther. 
George Bowman IV has been instrumental in 
getting this event off the ground. He says:

“We have been given permission by 
Lowther Home Park and Estate for the Horse 
Driving Trials to take place once more. The 
estate has given us full use of the estate, free  
of charge. The stables will be above the road, 
in front of the castle on the left hand side  
of the avenue of trees. A new carriage  
driving arena is in place already in front  
of the castle. 

“Four of the marathon obstacles will be 
in the vicinity of the stables and the arena. 
Public access will be from the public car park 
across the road into the avenue of trees, which 
will be fenced. The natural bank will form  
a public viewing gallery.

“Section A is planned to follow a route 
across the land behind the castle. It is planned 

Emily Bennet at the FEI Single Horse World 
Championships, Photos Catriona Bertram

that Section E will start by coming through 
the garden area, which is being rebuilt as 
part of the castle development. It will then 
run through the wood beside the castle and 
across the scar, down the hill to the next 
four obstacles by the river. Lowther will be 
different in some ways but in others much  
the same as before.”

Erddig
Sadly, due to an increased cost of the estate, 
Erddig will not be able to remain financially 
viable and so will not run in 2013.

BYD on foot training day
The Young Drivers have a training day 
planned on 11 November at the Unicorn 
Equestrian Trust, Stow on the Wold. The 
theme of the day is “Review and Planning”. 
The presentations will be focussed on practical 
examples. In the morning the speakers are  
all older young drivers. This is a chance to  
tap into their specialist knowledge and pick  
up ideas to help you. The day costs £20/head 
to include lunch and refreshments. Please 
email Mary Jane Campbell campbells@
ramsland.plus.com to book your place and 
pay on the day. Everyone, including the  
“not-so-young” are welcome to attend.


