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BRITISH HORSE DRIVING TRIALS ASSOCIATION

Monthly update
Official news
Thank you
Now that the outdoor season has drawn to 
a close with the National Championships, a 
huge vote of thanks must go to all the stewards, 
officials, scorers, time keepers and especially 
the event organisers and their committees for 
the effort they put in at both club and national 
level to ensure we have a varied programme of 
excellent events at which to compete around the 
country. The majority of these volunteers receive 
no expenses and without them the sport could 
not thrive. Thank you to you all.

Council Meeting
The next meeting of the BHDTA Council takes 
place on Friday 12 October.

Council Nominations
Nominations for council are invited from 
members of the Association and the necessary 
forms are available to download from the 
website. The closing date for nominations 
is Friday 5 October. Please ensure these are 
complete when submitted with the required 

signatures, membership numbers, personal 
statement and photograph. 

Please give consideration to who you would 
like to see represent your interests on council 
(while remembering that meetings are mid week 
and at the council member’s own expense). 
Please ensure you have asked their permission 
before nominating them.

BHDTA AGM and 
Conference
The BHDTA AGM and Conference take place 
on Saturday 17 November at Addington Manor 
Equestrian Centre in Buckinghamshire. The 
BHDTA has been offered exclusive use of the 
restaurant area at Addington for its AGM and 
Conference, which will take place during a 
premier show jumping event. The format for the 
day is as follows:

10:00 Tea and coffee 
(RESTAURANT)

10.30–11.30 Workgroups around tables, 
inc the following:

 •  International
 •  Clubs
 •  Rules

 •  Stewards and Officials
 (RESTAURANT)
11.40–12.20 The Olympic Legacy   

(Anne Clarke)
 This talk will explain all the 

various funding opportunities 
that are available to clubs, groups 
and individuals as a result of the 
Olympic Legacy.  The talk will 
stimulate people to speak to Anne 
about their various projects.

 (OLD BAR)
12.30–2.00 Lunch
 (RESTAURANT £15 per head, 
 cold buffet inc smoked salmon 

etc. Pre bookings only, please 
contact Addington directly using 
booking form)

2.20 Annual General Meeting, with 
the following Resolutions

 •  Rule Changes
 •  Updating the BHDTA brand
 (OLD BAR)
3.00 Discussion regarding the use of 

body protectors
 Discussion on new rule changes
5.00 Finish of Conference

It’s fast, it’s furious  
– and it’s free!
Just as spectators at the Olympics and 
Paralympics have been supporting our 
equestrian teams, now it’s our turn to do some 
stamping of feet and cheering loudly as our top 
Horse Fours drivers go head-to-head in the 
British Masters at Addington Manor Equestrian 
Centre on Saturday 17 November.

Following on from the BHDTA AGM and 
Conference, which takes place at the venue 
from 10.00am until 5.00pm, members and their 
spouses, partners and friends are invited to 
stay on for what will be a thrilling, exciting and 
hard fought battle to qualify for the FEI World 
Cup Indoor Driving at Olympia, The London 
International Horse Show. And what’s more – it’s 
free to watch!

At 7.00pm there will be opportunity to have 
an optional meal* in the Addington Manor 
Restaurant. All spectators can watch the drivers 
walk the course before the competition begins 
at 8.30pm. There will be six or seven drivers 
competing over two rounds; the fastest over the 
two rounds will go forward to the World Cup 
Driving class at Olympia in December – so let’s 
give it some welly and cheer them on!

If you don’t fancy a late night drive home 
afterwards you’ll be pleased to know that 
caravans and horseboxes will be welcome to stay 
overnight; electrical hook-up is available at £20 
per caravan/vehicle.

Joseph Adams, Open Pony Pairs ChampionPh
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British Horse Driving  
Trials Association,  
East Overhill,  
Stewarton, Kilmarnock,  
Ayrshire KA3 5JT 

t: 0845 6432116
e: bhdta@horsedriving trials.co.uk
w: www.horsedrivingtrials.co.uk
Office open Mon-Fri 8am to 12 noon

*The optional meal costs £25 per head with 
tables of 8 – 10 people and must be pre-booked 
directly with Addington Manor Equestrian 
Centre. Likewise, caravan and horsebox space 
(plus hook-up if required) must be pre-booked 
with Addington Manor. Booking forms are 
available for download from the BHDTA 
website or call the office on  
0845 643 2116.

Addington Manor Equestrian Centre is in 
Addington, Buckinghamshire, postcode  
MK18 2JR (www.addingtonmanor.co.uk).

Event Organisers Meetings 
and Safety Meeting
A club event organisers meeting and the 
National Event Organsiers Meeting take place 
on 13 October. Invitations have been sent and 
delegates are reminded to send any dinner or 
lunch booking forms back to the BHDTA in 
good time before the meetings if they plan  
to attend. 

An information evening on the subject of 
back protectors/body protectors (which are 
compulsory at FEI events but not at British 
national events) is taking place on the evening 
of 12 October to tie in with the next council 
meeting and the Event Organisers Meeting the 
following day. The intention is to have a speaker 
with considerable experience of their use to 
inform council and BHDTA members. The 
meeting starts at 7.30pm. 

A further meeting where the members will 
have an opportunity to express their views is 
scheduled for the BHDTA Conference  
in November.

The venue is the Best Western Lancashire 
Manor Hotel, Skelmersdale, Near Wigan, 
Lancashire WN8 9QD.

A reduced rate of £50 for a single room for 
bed and breakfast is being offered for anyone 
wishing to stay on the Friday evening.

EVENTS
National Championships
The 2012 National Championships were blessed 
with excellent weather, despite one of the wettest 
summers on record. Competitor numbers were 
down on previous years with Advanced Single 
Horse Championships having already been 
decided at Erddig due to the clash with the FEI 
World Championships in Portugal. A number 
of new National Champions emerged after three 
days of closely contested classes.
See pages 30-31 for the full report.

Fenix Carriages and 
Windsor Insurance Driver  
of the Year Awards
There was a new look to the BHDTA Points 
League Awards this year. Mark Broadbent of 
Fenix Carriages, who has sponsored driving 
trials and the league awards for several years, 
decided the format needed a fresh look and 
wanted to generate more competition within 
the league by only presenting awards to the first 

two, champion and reserve. The trophies for the 
intermediate and open leagues – in the guise of 
a silver phoenix on a black stand – were made 
by Mark himself in his famous Fenix Carriages 
workshop while artist and sculptor, Elizabeth 
Henderson, created beautiful driving horse 
heads in bronze resin mounted on a wooden 
plinth for the novice winners.

The trophies and sashes were presented 
during the BHDTA National Championships 
at Windsor last month. Congratulations to 
the 2012 Windsor Novice Champion Drivers: 
Gordon Watson (Pony) and Carole Redgrave 
(Horse) and the Fenix Champion Drivers: 
(Pony) Tony Mould (Intermediate), Tracey 
Fletcher (Open), Gary Brown (Advanced), 
Joseph Adams (Open Pair), Faith Szcuka 
(Advanced Pair), Sue Mayes (Tandem), 
Sara Howe (Team) and (Horse) Terry Bailey 
(Intermediate), Sonny Hillier (Open), Jock 
McFarlane (Advanced), Derrick Mayes (Open 
Pair), Barnaby Bowman (Advanced Pair), Pat 
Cooper (Tandem), George Bowman IV (Team).

INTERNATIONAL
FEI Horse Singles World 
Championship in Portugal
If you were following the blog from Jill Holah 
and Patti Atkinson on the BHDTA website, 
you will realise that the temperature was 
slightly higher than in Britain. Dealing with 
this seems to have been one of the main 
problems of competing in Portugal. The team 
of Jock McFarlane, Ian Bertram and Emily 
Bennett finished in fifth place from a total of 19 
countries while the individual placings (out of 
73 competitors) saw Jock finish 11th, Pam Neill 
competing as an individual in 13th, Ian in 14th, 
Emily in 17th and Ben Grose, also competing as 
an individual, in 30th.

Bronze Medal at Para 
Equestrian World 
Championships
Four intrepid travellers made their way to Breda 
and their hopes of returning with a medal were 

fully justified. Competing against nations who 
have a far larger squad of para drivers, GBR 
produced consistent results in all the phases 
with Mick Ward, competing at this level for 
the first time, finishing best of the British 
drivers in indvidual seventh. 
Wendy Peckham has a full report on both these 
championships on page 20.

SUPPORTERS
200 Club
Heather Clark is nearing the end of her first 
year at the helm of the 200 Club and we are 
very grateful to her for taking on this role. 
She has asked Council to consider how best 
to spend the money raised by the supporters 
to help the sport. The next draw takes place 
at the BHDTA Conference in November. The 
most recent winners are:

Sandringham
Jane Lamb - £120 
Heather Nestel - £60
The Lady Brabourne - £40 
Paddy Marris - £20 
Andrew Counsell - £10

Windsor National Championships
Edwina Hart - £120 
Eric Moss - £60 
Richard Lawrence - £40 
Andrea Rutledge - £20 
Geoff Glaister - £10

The 2012 Drivers of the Year
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