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BRITISH HORSE DRIVING TRIALS ASSOCIATION

Monthly update
Official news 
Council meeting
The next meeting of the BHDTA Council takes 
place on Friday October 12.

Council nominations
Nominations for council are invited from 
members of the association and the necessary 
forms are available to download from the 
website. The closing date for nominations 
is Friday October 5. Please ensure these are 
complete when submitted with the required 
signatures, membership numbers, personal 
statement and photograph. 

Please give consideration to who you would 
like to see represent your interests on council 
(while remembering that meetings are mid-
week and at the council member’s own expense). 
Please ensure you have asked their permission 
before nominating them.

BHDTA AGM  
and Conference
The BHDTA AGM and Conference takes 
place on Saturday November 17 at Addington 
Manor Equestrian Centre in Buckinghamshire. 
The BHDTA has been offered exclusive use of 
the restaurant area at Addington for its AGM 
and conference, which will take place during a 
premier show jumping event.

Following the day’s proceedings, members 
will have opportunity to witness one of the most 
exciting events in the driving trials calendar – a 

horse fours indoor competition. There will be  
a charge of £10 for the evening.

More details of the format for the day will  
be published once they are finalised.

Safety meeting
A discussion on the subject of back protectors/
body protectors (which are compulsory at FEI 
events, but not at British national events) is 
planned for the evening of October 12 to tie in 
with the next council meeting and the event 
organisers meeting the following day. The 
intention is to have a speaker with considerable 
experience of their use to inform council and 

BHDTA members. The meeting starts at 7pm 
and will be chaired by Peter Bridson, Chairman 
of the Safety Committee. The venue is the Best 
Western Lancashire Manor Hotel, Skelmersdale, 
Near Wigan, Lancashire WN8 9QD.

If you have any views you wish to put 
forward or questions you want raised, and are 
unable to attend the meeting in person, please 
send these in writing (email or snail mail) to the 
BHDTA office by Wednesday October 10.

Events
Fenix Carriages and  
Windsor Insurance Driver  
of the Year Awards
The Windsor Novice and Fenix Intermediate 
and Open Driver of the Year awards will be 
presented at the National Championships in a 
move away from the traditional format of the 
Points League presentations at the conference. 
As these pages go to press, the Raehills event 
results could have a significant effect on the 
outcome of a number of these presentations. 
The format is being finalised so please watch out 
for an Office Newsletter and keep an eye on the 
website for the results and exact details of when 
and where the presentations will be made.

National Championships
The National Championship qualifying criteria 
for 2012 were reviewed after the event at Erddig 
as cancelled events and the clash of dates with 
the Single Horse World Championships have 
reduced the numbers available to compete. The 
review took place over the five full National 

Above: Ben Grose Left: Ian Bertram

Ph
ot

o:
 M

ik
e 

W
at

ts

Ph
ot

o:
 Ja

m
es

 C
am

pb
el

l



September 2012 Carriage Driving  47 

BRITISH HORSE DRIVING TRIALS ASSOCIATION

British Horse Driving  
Trials Association,  
East Overhill,  
Stewarton, Kilmarnock,  
Ayrshire KA3 5JT
t: 0845 6432116
e: bhdta@horsedriving trials.co.uk
w: www.horsedrivingtrials.co.uk
Office open Mon-Fri 8am to 12 noon

events and additional qualification letters were 
sent out to those who were added to the list. 
Please contact the BHDTA office if you feel you 
have been missed or you have any queries about 
your qualification.

Wendy Peckham has more information on 
the National Championships. See page 50.

International
Drivers selected for  
FEI Horse Singles World  
Championship in Portugal
Drivers selected to represent Great Britain 
at the FEI Single Horse Driving Trials World 
Championships in Portugal from September 
12 to 16 will be Emily Bennett, Ian Bertram, 
Ben Grose, Jock McFarlane and Pam 
Neill. The team of three will be announced 
nearer the time, with the other two drivers 
competing as individuals. 

Emily Bennett, a mother of two, comes 
from a carriage driving family and started by 
grooming for her father Michael Brookes who 
was a successful tandem driver. Emily has 
competed in show driving since she was seven 
and, since taking up driving trials, has been 
National Champion in singles, pairs, tandem 
and fours. Emily’s horse is a 13-year-old Dutch 
KWPN, Salbrino, which she has had for a year. 
She was a member of the British team with 
a pony four at the first FEI Combined Pony 
World Championships at Karlstetten in 2003.

Ian Bertram took up carriage driving 
following a car accident, which left him unable 
to ride, when he was 15. He has competed 
nationally for over 20 years. His current 
horse, Hamewith Lonach, is a 16-year-old 
Hackney and the two have competed at World 
Championships on three previous occasions. 

They were a member of the 1996 gold medal 
winning single horse team.

Ben Grose, the youngest of the single horse 
drivers travelling to Portugal, is 25 years-old and 
makes a living from horse-drawn funerals and 
weddings in London. He also trains horses and 
teaches people to drive. He started driving at the 
age of eight and has competed successfully as a 
Young Driver at club and national level. In 2002 
he was voted Most Promising Young Driver and 
drives his own Dutch KWPN called Wanroi.

Jock McFarlane has retired as an arable 
farmer. He competed up to FEI 2* level in 
ridden eventing. Jock gave up eventing and 
took up driving seven years ago. He started 
by breaking his event horse to harness, but 
now drives Wodka, a nine-year-old Dutch 
KWPN. Jock won three of the selection trials; at 
Ashfields, Sandringham and Erddig.

Pam Neill owns the Dutch KWPN, Pablo 
Diablo, which she has had for eight years. Pam 
has competed in ridden dressage and show 
jumping both at home and abroad and has 
represented GB in singles driving trials at a 
previous world championships.

Officials will be chef d’equipe Jill Holah, 
assistant chef d’equipe Patti Atkinson, team vet 
Rosie Mould, team equine physiotherapist Hazel 
Potter and team trainer Boyd Exell.

Para Equestrian World  
Championship
Four British drivers will contest the forthcoming 
FEI Para Equestrian World Championship in 
Breda from August 30 to September 2. The team 
members are Deborah Daniel, Mick Ward and 
Lucy Barclay and Lindsay Paice will compete  
as an individual. Rachel Belliere-Wilson acts  
as team chef d’equipe.

Deborah drives Valeside Galaxy, aka Sparky, 
a grey Welsh Section C gelding. Introduced 
to carriage driving through the RDA in 2005, 
Deborah went to her first driving trials club 
competition at the end of 2007 and started 
competing at club level in 2008. Her most 
notable success to date has been selection to the 
para-equestrian team for the 2010 FEI World 
Championships where she finished as the 
highest placed British driver. She also won the 
para-equestrian championship at Sandringham 
earlier this year. 

Deborah served as a police sergeant 
before her accident, which was the result of 
an explosion on a scuba diving boat while on 
holiday. One of her hobbies is breeding show 
jumpers with her partner Paul.

Mick Ward drives Angela Flanagan’s horse 
Double Cream. He has only been competing in 
driving trials since 2011, but showed immediate 
promise by winning the British Para Equestrian 
novice class in his first season. Following an 
accident in 2005, Mick saw sport as a way of 
coping. He had previously been an active rugby 
player and scuba diver. Having attended a para-
equestrian training session and had a carriage 
driving lesson, he was hooked. 

Lucy Barclay has been competing in 
driving trials for three years. Her pony 
Barntown, aka Golly, is a 15hh Connemara 
x TB dun mare. Following a serious accident 
in 2001 when a car collided with the horse 
she was riding, Lucy was left paralysed from 
the waist down. She was determined to ride 
again and using only voice commands and 
neck reining (Golly was unhappy with Lucy 
using the more conventional schooling stick), 
competed in the 2007 FEI Para Dressage 
World Championships. 

After a fall which left her unable to ride, 
Lucy introduced Golly to harness where she 
proved to be a natural. She was second in the 
Para-Equestrian Driving Championships at 
Henbury last year. Golly will be contesting  
her second world championship in two 
different sports.

Lindsey Paice (Tyas) is the driver with 
the most international experience, having 
competed internationally since 1994. Most 
recently, she was a member of the bronze 
medal winning British team at the FEI Para-
Equestrian World Championships in 2010. 

Her horse, London Flash Jack, is almost 
as experienced and has been competing 
internationally since 2004. A car accident at 
the age of four left Lindsey paralysed down her 
right hand side but, despite this, she rode until 
the age of 14 when she took up carriage driving. 
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