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Monthly update
Official news
Council meeting
The next meeting of the BHDTA Council takes 
place on Friday October 12.

Safety meeting
Following the recent accident at Sandringham, 
further discussion will take place on the subject 
of back protectors/body protectors which are 
compulsory at FEI events, but not at British 
national events. This meeting will be held on 
the evening of October 12 to tie in with the 
next council meeting and the event organisers 
meeting the following day. The intention is to 
have a speaker with considerable experience 
of their use to inform council and BHDTA 
members. The meeting will be chaired by Peter 
Bridson, chairman of the safety committee. 

The venue is the Best Western Lancashire 
Manor Hotel, Skelmersdale, near Wigan, 
Lancashire WN8 9QD. 

Events
The weather this year is not making it easy to 
run events. Events early in the season fared 

better (although Ashfields must have been 
touch-and-go for a while), but there has been a 
recent spate of cancellations due to waterlogged 
ground, or ground being unavailable as many 
farmers have been unable to harvest crops. 

It does not happen often, but, following a 
sudden improvement in the weather and with 
rapidly improving ground conditions, the 
organisers of St Fort horse driving trials took 
the unusual step of reversing the cancellation 
to run the event as originally scheduled with 
National and club classes. After much phoning, 
the organisers contacted everyone and have the 
same number of entries that they started with. 

They are delighted that competitors had not 
made alternative arrangements and prepared to 
attend the 32nd consecutive driving trials event 
to be run on the estate. 

Erddig
Much now rests on Erddig being able to run. 

With the cancellation of Catton, the 
entry date was extended to accommodate 
those wishing to enter the hastily rearranged 
selection classes. With demand from the horse 
pairs and pony drivers, two international 
judges were also booked and the FEI contacted 
for approval for qualifying classes, which we 

are delighted to say has been granted. This will 
give those drivers seeking to qualify horses or 
ponies for their respective world championship 
events in 2013 another opportunity to 
achieve the required dressage score in front of 
international judges.

Scarvagh House  
replaces Necarne
Closing date for entries is Thursday, August 9. 

Scarvagh House Horse Driving Trials 
Regional Event takes place at Scarvagh House, 
Scarva, Co Down, Northern Ireland on August 
18-19 and replaces the event at Necarne. 

Scarvagh House is in the heart of Scarva 
village, approximately 30 miles south of Belfast.

A number of factors have contributed to 
this change of venue, not least the weather, so 
no surprises there. Due to recent wet weather 
and ground conditions, the landowners have 
asked that no temporary stabling be used. 

Permanent stabling is available on site at 
a charge of £20 per stable for the weekend, 
including straw bedding.   

The route comprises three sections with 
eight obstacles including water (approx 12km). 

On-site catering is available on Saturday 
and Sunday, with a wine and cheese reception 
on the Friday evening and a supper function 
on site for the Saturday evening.

Raehills 
Closing date for entries: Wednesday August 8, 

Preparations are under way for the first 
horse driving trials to be held at the beautiful 
Raehills estate. Obstacles are being constructed 
with elevation to full National status for 2013 
firmly in mind. Reports so far indicate that the 
ground is holding up well despite the weather. 

Competitors are invited to enjoy a barbecue 
and party on Saturday evening and tickets, 
costing £10, should be booked with entries.

National Championships
If you have qualified so far for the National 
Championships, you will have received a letter, 
schedule and entry form in the post. 

Please contact the BHDTA office if your 
copy was not delivered or you have any queries 
about your qualification.

It is also possible this year to enter on-
line, but please note that the original on-line 
schedule and entry form had an error in the 
closing date. The correct date is Wednesday, 
August 15.

A number of members have expressed 
concerns over the reduced number of 
opportunities available to qualify for the 
National Championships. 

Below: Sue Mart competing at Sandringham 
National Driving Trials
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This will be reviewed by the competitions 
committee and the situation monitored closely. 

With more than 100 entries, Erddig should 
produce a high number of new qualifications 
and the reinstatement of St Fort to the National 
calendar will also boost the number qualified.

International
Horse Fours World  
Championship
A decision has now been taken regarding 
the final British team selection for the Horse 
Fours World Championships, following the 
cancellation of Catton National Driving Trials.

On the recommendation of the World 
Class Performance Driving Committee, 
the Horse Fours Chef d’Equipe and the 
Training Committee, the BHDTA Council 
agreed to retrospectively allocate points to all 
competitors who took part in the National 
driving trials event at Holker in 2011 and 
use this in conjunction with the other three 
selection events held at Ashfields, Hopetoun 
and Sandringham to finalise the Horse Fours 
team as:
• Georgina Hunt
• Wilf Bowman-Ripley
• Pippa Bassett

Daniel Naprous will be the individual 
driver.

The Horse Fours World Championships 
take place in Riesenbeck (GER) on August 
15-19.  

British success abroad
Young Drivers
The ICKD event and the inaugural FEI Young 
Driver competition saw great success for 
the British team. There were 12 entries in 
Class 1, single pony (9 to 11 yrs), and Isobel 
Wesbroom-Warr did well to finish in 3rd place 
with Cerys Gilbert 5th and Megan Wheeldon 
7th. Class 2, Single Pony (12/13 yrs) only had 
six entries, but the top three had only a few 
points separating them and they were well clear 
of the others. Grace Smith was just pipped 
into 3rd spot. Class 3 (single pony (14/15 yrs) 
saw a British victory for Tara Lee Wilkinson, 
less than a penalty ahead of the 2nd placed 
driver from Belgium. Nadia Hughes was not 
far behind in 4th and Jay Snow finished 7th in 
a strong class with 11 drivers. The final class for 
the 16 to 18 yrs age group was well supported 
with 12 entries and another victory was 
celebrated for Britain with Fleur Snow taking 
the honours on this occasion by the narrowest 
possible margin of 0.02 penalties from fellow 
Brit Ann Broadhurst. These two were well clear 
of the other drivers. Stephanie Milner finished 
in 5th place in the top half of the class. 

The British Team won gold for the ICKD 
team performance. In the FEI division, 
Rosanna Walters-Symons finished with the 
bronze medal with James Gambs in 7th, 
Amber O’Neill 14th and Emily Ham retired. 

Huge thanks are due to the immense 
support team which helped make this trip a 

success. Their hard work and dedication were 
rewarded with the British results. Thanks also 
to those sending daily blogs to the website 
which quickly became compulsory reading on 
a daily basis.

Le Pin au Haras 
With the cancellation of Catton, Dan Naprous 
secured a late entry and joined horse pair 
driver Jo Attenborough on a trip to France to 
Le Pin au Haras. This was excellent preparation 
for Dan’s forthcoming World Championship 
event as he secured a splendid victory in the 
Horse Fours class. Dan and Jo battled with 
heavy ground conditions and rain (it is not 
only Britain that is suffering this year), but 
both coped well. Dan was one of only four 
competitors to manage to achieve the tight 
time set for the twisty cone course, which was 
driven in a rather uneven arena. 

Jo also drove an excellent cones round and 
finished 2nd in the Horse Pairs class, which 
raises her to second in the FEI driver rankings.

General 
BEF Volunteer  
Steering Group 
The BHDTA wishes to thank Tony Gregory for 
the time and effort he has spent representing 
the association on the volunteer steering group 
at the British Equestrian Federation. Volunteers 
in our sport are absolutely vital for running 
events so it is important that we have a voice at 
this level. Tony has decided to retire from this 

Above: Stephanie Milner, winner of the 16 to 18-year-
old class in the ‘Derby’ at ICKD Junior World Trophy

role and has been ably succeeded by Angela 
Flanagan. She has attended her first meeting 
and can be contacted on amflan@hotmail.com 
if anyone has issues they wish raised.

Julia Crockford continues to maintain a 
central database of volunteer stewards so if 
anyone wishes their name added or knows 
of anyone else who would be interested in 
becoming involved, please contact Julia via 
e-mail: jjcrockford@aol.com or by telephone at 
home: 01264-364054 or mobile 07850-249107. 

Alternatively, if you wish more information 
on volunteering within the exciting sport 
of horse driving trials, e-mail volunteers@
horsedrivingtrials.co.uk 

Attention clubs and National Event 
organisers: Angela Flanagan would like you all 
to let her know as soon as possible how you 
show your appreciation to your stewards and 
helpers. A brief note just now will enable her 
to take this information back to the next BEF 
meeting. Please e-mail her (see above).
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