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Monthly update
Official news 
Council meeting
The next meeting of the BHDTA Council takes 
place on Friday 12 October.

BHDTA AGM  
and Conference
Please make a note of the changed date for the 
BHDTA 2012 AGM and Conference which 
will now be held on Saturday, November 17 
at Addington Manor Equestrian Centre in 
Buckinghamshire. 

The BHDTA has been offered exclusive use 
of the restaurant area at Addington for its AGM 
and Conference, which will take place during a 
premier show jumping event.

Following the day’s proceedings, members 
will have opportunity to witness one of the most 
exciting events in the driving trials calendar – a 
Horse Fours Indoor Competition. 

There will be a charge of £10 for the evening.
More details of the format for the day will be 

published nearer the time.

Event Organisers’ Meeting
As the BHDTA Conference will not now take 
place until November, it was decided to run the 
Event Organisers Meeting in October as usual. 
The format will be slightly different this year. 
Instead of the meeting taking place on a Friday, 
it will take place on Saturday, October 13. 

A number of clubs who regularly run 
two-day events will be invited to send two 
representatives to a meeting in the morning. 

This will be followed by a complimentary 
lunch for all delegates. 

The clubs will then be able to sit in on the 
National and Regional Events Organisers 
Meeting in the afternoon. 

Having looked at the geographical spread of 
National and Regional events, the Best Western 
Lancashire Manor Hotel, Skelmersdale, near 
Wigan, Lancashire WN8 9QD (where the 
2011 National CD and TD clinics were held) 
was agreed as a central venue which has the 
advantage of being very close to a motorway. 

If you are intending to use a SatNav to find 
your way to the Lancashire Manor Hotel, when 
you enter the postcode WN8 9QD you may find 
this comes up for Prospect Place. 

This is correct. You will be directed up 
Prescott Road and will see the hotel on your 
right just as your SatNav tells you to turn into 
Prospect Place. The hotel do this deliberately 
as the correct post code for the hotel takes you 
round the back to a set of locked gates.

Events
Despite the cancellation of many smaller events 
and high profile ridden events, the organisers, 
Wilf Bowman-Ripley and Zoe Morgan, held 
their nerve and risked running the first national 
event of the season at Ashfields. 

Despite having to remove one obstacle, the 
course drove surprisingly well as competitors 
were sloshing around in deep mud in the 
parking field with vehicles having to be towed 
in and out. Two months on however, the fields 
show very little trace of the event.

Hopetoun for once enjoyed perfect weather. 
The sun shone making the course a pleasure 
to drive. Although there were a number of 
reported cases of sunburn, this was due to the 
cool breeze which was ideal for the horses on 
marathon day. 

Unfortunately, Graham Heath cooled off too 
much when taking an unscheduled dip in the 
new water obstacle. 

With David Brown taking over the role of 
course designer this year, Ian Gilbert finally 
managed to compete in the event for which he 
has been the driving force for so many years.

St Fort National
Entries close Monday July 2
The popular location of St Fort makes a welcome 
return to the national calendar on 28 to 29 July 
this year after a number of club level events. 

Did you know that St Fort has organised 
horse driving trials since 1981 without a break? 

However, please note that late entries will not 
be accepted as the organiser will cancel the event 
if sufficient entries have not been received by the 
closing date. 

There are also club classes offered this year. 
There will be a hog roast (two course plus 

wine) in the marquee on Saturday evening. 
Please apply for tickets with your entry. 

Erddig National 
Entries close Thursday July 12
Erddig runs on August 10-12 and the organisers 
request that you post your entry before you leave 
for Catton and remember to include the hog 
roast ticket money. 

A mobile shop will be on site providing 
bread, milk etc and competitors may wish to 
relax in the licensed bar which is available on 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday evenings with 
hot snacks/meals available during the day and 
evening from Thursday lunchtime until close 
of the event on Sunday. 

Fish and chips are available on Friday 
evening and you just pay on the field. The 
hog roast (full meal) on Saturday evening will 
be followed by a disco. The event takes place 
entirely on the Erddig estate. 

The undulating marathon runs through 
beautiful parkland providing picturesque views 
of the house and grounds. 

Main: Ian Gilbert with his wife Anne on the backstep 
driving the new water obstacle at Hopetoun 2012
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Section E follows woodland and parkland 
tracks, including water crossings, which lead to 
8 obstacles which are all within walking distance 
of each other and no more than 800m from the 
stabling area.

Erddig is an atmospheric house and estate, 
vividly evoking its family and servants. 

During August it is open six days a week 
(closed Fridays). 

For more information please call 01978 
355314 or visit www.nationaltrust.org.uk.

Jack-in-the-Box will be in the stabling area 
with their comprehensive trade stand focussing 
on every item a driver could wish to purchase. 

Northernplan and Taken Event photography 
will be on site near the main marquee; other 
trade stands are planned beside the Harbinger 
main arena, but there will be no country fair 
this year.  

Goodwood Regional
Entries close Wednesday July 11
The Brockham Harness Club are running the 
Goodwood Regional Event from July 21-22. 

In addition the club will run a full range  
of club classes including an open short 
marathon class. 

For more information please see their 
website www.brockhamharnessclub.co.uk or 
contact the secretary. 

The marathon is approximately 14km 
long with three Sections and seven obstacles 
including water. 

There will be a barbecue and party on 
Saturday evening and tickets should be ordered 
in advance with your entry.

New venue for Necarne  
The regional event, scheduled to take place at 
Necarne, will now take place over two days - 
18 to 19 August - at Scarvagh House, Scarva, 
Gragavon, Co Armagh. 

International
New dressage test
The new test for horse pairs and fours has 
had changes made after the demonstration at 
Royal Windsor Horse Show. 

This will be introduced from January 1 and 
will soon be available for publication.

British success abroad
Tracey Fletcher finished in second place in  
the single pony class at Dillenburg, Germany 
where Roger Campbell was fourth and Robert 
Buck seventh. 

With a large class of 18 competitors from a 
number of nations, this was an excellent result 
for Roger in his first international event.

In Saumur, France, it was good news for 
Jo Attenborough, the sole representative from 
Great Britain, as she took the lead in the horse 
pairs class after dressage, despite having to 
battle against gale force winds which blew 
down one of the ornamental trees into the 
arena during her test. 

As ever, Saumur pulled out all the stops 
to create a warm and friendly atmosphere, 
despite the inclement weather. The organisers 
laid on a welcoming party for the competitors 
and their teams, taking them on a river 
trip down the Loire ending at the Chateau 
d’Saumur for a visit to the equestrian museum 
and a cocktail party in the grounds.

With an improvement in the weather 
the following day, Jo drove well to finish in 
seventh place on the marathon and secure 
second place overall. 

The torrential rain did not help 
competitors to prepare for the cone driving 
phase of the competition but Jo finished with 
one ball down and well within the tight time 
to retain her second place.

General
Lindsey Tyas the knot
Big celebrations were held on Saturday, May 26 
when Gordon Paice and International para-
equestrian driver Lindsey Tyas finally tied the 
knot at All Saints Church, Old Buckenham  
in Norfolk. Alison Tyas (the bride’s sister)  
was bridesmaid.

Unsurprisingly, transport to and from the 
church was provided by horse and carriage. 

Many equestrian and farming friends joined 
the family to wish the couple well. 

Having had pre-wedding photos at home and 
with her Welsh cob - London Flash Jack, with 
whom Lindsey competed at the last four Para 
World Championships - the bride then travelled 
to the church with her father Paul in a Victoria 
carriage driven by Chris Van Reen and kindly 
horsed by two of Mr Allen’s chestnut Welsh cobs. 

After the wedding Gordon and Lindsey 
travelled to Banham Community Centre for 
their wedding reception. 

Due to the forthcoming Para World 
Championships and harvest, the couple’s 
honeymoon plans have been put on hold until 
the beginning of next year.

Below: Photograph of the happy couple and some  
of their guests by Matthew Olley


